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Yea 
ee We have inadvertently copied from the 
u(jlobe” the report of the majority of the commit- 
tee appointed to investigate the causes of the late 
iyel, under an impression that we would have been 
ble to have accempanied it with the reports at 
: nted by Messrs. Grennell and Elmore, and the nal 
action of the house upon the subject. This not being 
the case, it becomes necessary, In order to avoid the 
imputation of concurrence with the ma ority, to say, 
that the report has not been adopted—that it has not 
even been printed by order of the house, and that the 
whole matter is still under consideration. 

It is not often that, even through inadvertence, we 
have presented a one-sided view of a question, and 
would have avoided it in the present instance, if we 
could have done so without greatly delaying the ap- 
earance of the present sheet. We will, of course, 
ablish the other reports as soon as they are dire cted 
to be published, and give such parts of the testimony 
and the debate as shall do full justice to all the par- 
ties concerned. 





(Great rejoicing has taken place in New York 
in consequence of the arrival at that place of the 
steam packets Sirus and Great Western, from Eng- 


- Jand, in very quick passages. Among other demon- 


strations of pleasure, was a splendid dinner to the 
commanders by the corporation; but we are so much 
ressed for room that we tnust postpone an accuunt 


; of all that occurred on the occasion until our next. 





(G-M. Bodiscoe, minister from Russia to the Unit- 


| ed States, and his suite, arrived at New Yorkon). ° : 
' Wednesday last in the packet ship Meteor, from Instructions 


S London. 


The Hon. Henry 4A. Muhlenburg, minister of 


' the United States to Austria, with his family, and 
| John Randolph Clay, esq., secretary of legation, 
| with his family, sailed fron New York on Wednes- 
| day in the packet ship Burgundy for Havre. 





Gry. Jackson visited Nashville on the 19th inst. 
and rernained several days. He has nearly regained 





CoNGRESSIONAL ELECTION. On Wednesday fast 


_ anelection was held in the congressional district com- 


posed of the cities of Baltimore and Annapolis, and 
Anne Arundel county, to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the death of Mr. McKim, which resulted in favor 
of John P. Kennedy, esq., the whig candidate, by a 
mnajority of 862 votes. 

The following is believed to be a correct state- 
ment of the result: 

John P. Kennedy, (whig.) W. H. Marriott, (adm.) 


Baltimore city, 5,957 5,337 
Anne Arundel, 1,052 820) 
Annapolis city, 10 (maj.) 








7,019 6,157 
Mr. Kennedy’s majority in the district 862. 
The following statements show the results in each 
of the wards in the city of Baltimore, and in the dis- 
tricts of Anne Arundel county. 


Baltimore city. 
Wards. 





Whig. Ad. Whig maj. Ad. maj. 

: 409 314 95 

2 351 320 31 

3 432 564 32 

4 425 574 149 

5) 590 875 215 

6 508 466 42 

7 631 231 400 

8 408 552 144 

3 637 260 377 

10 400 473 74 

1] 628 498 130 

12 538 710 172 
1290 670 
670 
620 


m.. the regular congressional election, held in July, 

at the average majority for the Van Buren ticket 

“ © city of Baltimore was 283 votes; and the 
.-Tage majority for the same ticket in the whole 
istrict, was 251 votes. 


Vor. LIV.—Sie. 9. 








| 





Anne Arundel. 





District. Whig. Ad. 
1 325 94 
2 67 75 
3 95 121 
4 127 230 
5 216 226 
6 215 74 

Total, 1,052 820 
Annapolis city. 
For Kennedy 144 
-* Marriott 134 


The average majority given for the Van Buren 
party at the last July election, for representatives 
in congress, was 124. 





Banks, curRENcY, &c. The New York Com- 
mercial Advertiser of Monday afternoon says — 

‘Some of the banks of this city commenced pay- 
ing out their notes on Friday and Saturday last.— 
This morning they are doing so very generally, and 
although the resolution for a resumption of specie 
payments is not yet formally in force, still specie 
can be obtained, if wanted, from any of them. The 
banks have all resolved to resume on the 9th of May, 
and we rather suspect that they intend to do so on 
Monday next, albeit not authorized thus to speak.” 

The same paper of Wednesday afternoon has the 
following: 

New custom house order. We understand that 
were received this m-ruing, autho- 
rising the collector of customs in this city to receive 
all the notes of the city banks, of those who do not 
issue paper of a less denomination than five dollars. 
The fifth section of a recent law prevents the re- 
ceipt of such notes. ‘The banksin this city which 
have not availed themselves of the late law of this 
state are the Manhattan, Bank of America, and 
the Bank of the State of New York. 

The Express of Wednesday says— 

The Mechanics’, the Merchants’, the New York, 
the Commercial and the State Banks, have come 
forward and pay out tieir notes freely for every check 
presented, and pay any demand on them for specie 
with great cheerfulness. We are told also, that they 
are liberal in their discounts. Several of the other 
banks do not pay out their bills, which is to be re- 
gretted, as the community are suffering beyond all 
reason for the want of acirculating medium. Many 


‘of the banks have not a dollar in circulation, or that 


can be got hol of. Thus for months and months 
the citizens of New York have not seen a dollar of 
our own bank notes. Every bill has been, as fast 
as it has reached the bank, clutched with eagerness, 
not again to be put in circulation. Many of the 
banks have not only hoarded up their own bills, but 
have in their possession large amounts of their 
neighbor’s bank notes. But now the banks, if they 
have any real wish, as they must have to make 
money plenty, must come out at once, and not only 
issue their notes, but discount freely, so as to re- 
lieve the community. The instant money becomes 
plenty there will be but little call for specie. 

The bills of all the city banks of New York are 
now received at that post office for postage. 

The New York Journal of Commerce, of Mon- 
day, second edition, says, ‘The banks have all re- 
sumed specie payments in the broadest extent, bills, 
deposits and all and more than that, they pay out 
their own notes only.” 

It is also stated in the Journal of Commerce that 
a loan of a million of dollars has been negotiated in 
New York for Tennessee, within a few days, and 
one of $600,000 for Ohio. 

We find the following in the New York Courier 
and Enquirer in relation to the Boston banks. 

“We learn by gentlemen, passengers in yester- 
day’s boat, fiom Boston, that a meeting the offi- 
cers of the banks of that city, held on Friday even- 
ing, it was resolved to redeem all their notes of the 
denomination of five dollars and under, and that the 
resolution was carried into effect on Saturday, the 
banks on that day paying specie for all their paper 
presented. Virtually, the resumption is considered 
entire, as it is understood that the banks will fur- 
nish any amount of specie for ordinary business 
purposes, and no demand for any other can be anti- 
cipated, at present.” 











Sales at the New York stock exchange, April 25. 
208 shares U. S. Bank, cash to 10 days, 115 
100 shares Amer. trust, Balto. s. 30 days, 98 
Specie—Nothing done to-day, and no quotations. 
Treasury notes—Sales of $6500 at 69 1-2 and 

1500 at 99 3-8; $1500 of six per cents were sold at 

ar. 

. Sales at Philadelphia, April 25. 
20 shares U.S. Bank, 117 3-4 
Major John S. Gooch, agent of the Mississippi 

Union Bank, left Washington on Wednesday with 

the engravings and materials necessary for the bank. 

On his arrival, the state bonds will be executed for 

$5,000,090 and disposed of at once, and when the 

ten millions, in addition to this are subscribed, the 
state will issue its bonds for ten millions more, to be 
likewise disposed of. 


Nashville, April 20, 4 P. M. Money matters 
grow worse. ‘The depreciation on the notes of the 
Mississippi banks is enormous, and we were told by 
the brokers this morning that large sums of this des- 
cription of paper could not be sold at any sacrifice 
short of one third or one half of the amount. Small 
lots are discounted atthe following rates: 

Natchez bank and branches, 20 a 25; Vicksburg 
rail road, 20 a 25; Bank of Vicksburg, 25; Vicks- 
burg water co. 25; Brandon 35; Tombigby, Colum- 
bus, 25; Commercial, Columbus, 25; Madison city 
bank 25; Lake Washington 30; Real estate, Holly 
springs, no sales; Manchester 25. 

Other funds as follows: 

U.S. Bank, 16a 17 pre.; Specie, 16 a 17 pre.; 
Kentucky, 15 pre.; Virginia, 15 pre.; New Orleans, 
10 a 12 pre.; Indiana, 12 pre.; Illinois, 10 pre.; Ca- 
rolinas and Georgia, 5a8 pre.; Alabama, par a2 pre. 





Mexico. The editors of the New York “Journal 
of Commerce” have received Vera Cruz papers to 
the 3lst March, brought by the Pastora. 

The Diario del Gobierno of the 26th, published at 
the Mexican capital says,—‘‘At a quarter past 10 
o’clock, this morning, the supreme government re- 
ceived the u/timatum announced by the French min- 
ister, Baron Deffandis, and this evening it ‘will be 
communicated to congress.tWe will sptek to-sortow, 
and will continue to speak in all our numbers ona 
topic of so great national interest, and which the go- 
vernment has managed, and without doubt will con- 
tinue to manage, in a manner which shall satisfy the 
desire and expectations of the Mexicans.” 

By mercantile letters we learn that the French ul- 
timatum contained the following hard terms, viz: 
that the Mexicans should pay $600,000 for claims, 
and $55,000 to the families of five Frenchmen who 
had been shot by order of the authorities, and that 
the government should cashier two judges at Mexico, 
one at Puebla; and Gomez, commandant at Tampico. 
If these terms were not complied with by the 15th 
of April, hostilities were to commence. 

It was very sickly in the Mexican capital. Fever 
was one of the most prevalent diseases. 

Efforts were made to raise the brig of war Liberta- 
dor, which, during the gale in December last, was 
driven against the castle of Uloa, and sunk. 


“XAMINATION OF MIDSHIPMEN. Navy Depart- 
ment, April 25, 1838. A board for the examina- 
tion of midshipmen whose warrants bear date; prior 
to the Ist day of January, 1833, will be convened at 
Baltimore on Monday, the 28th of May next. 

It is expected that all midshipmen who may be en- 
titled to examination under the regulation of the de- 
partment, will attend at the above mentioned time 
and place, and report to commodore James Biddle, 
president of the board. 


Tue CuerokerEs. The Nashville Whig states 
that in ordering gen. Scott to the Cherokee country, 
the secretary of war directed him to call upon the 
executive of the states of Tennessee, North Carolina, 
and Georgia, in the event that he should require 
an additional force in carrying out the treaty. The 
department has given notice to governor Cannon, of 
Tennessee, that such a call may be made, with a re- 

uest that it may be responded to by his excellency. 

he governor has replied, by letter, with his ac- 
customed promptness, that the state will be prepared 
to meet the requisitions 
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GOVERNOR MARCY’S SPECIAL MESSAGE. 
To the senate and assembly: 

FELLow-ciTIzENs: The time is not far distant 
when the banks of this state will resume specie 
payments; and it can now be anticipated with tol. 
erable certainty, what will be the situation of 
things when this event shall take place. The pe- 
riod of resumption has been looked for with much 
anxiety, and strong hopes have been indulged that 
it would be attended with a highly important im- 
provement in the business concerns of the country. 

Since the general suspension of specie payments 
in the month of May last, the banks which have 
furnished their monthly statements to the commis- 
sioners have made commendable efforts to put thein- 
selves in a conditiun to resume. On the first of 
June last, their liabilities amounted to about sixty- 
four millions of dollars, while the debt due to them 
for loans and discounts exceeded sixty-seven mil- 
lions. From that period to the present time, a 
course of rapid curtailment has been steadily pur- 
sued, so that their liabilities on the first of the pre- 
sent month were but fifty-three millions, and their 
loans and discounts were less than fifty-six mil- 
lions. By this process of reduction, the condition 
of our banks has been greatly improved, and their 
ability to meet and sustain specie payments, is now 
fully equal to what it has been at any former pe- 
riod. ‘Chis remark is particularly applicable to 
the banks in the city of New York, wiiere, amidst 
a general depression of business, the most rigoruus 
and praiseworthy efforts have been put forth to pre- 
pare for an early and successful resumption. The 
institutions in that city have, during the suspension 
of specie payments, reduced their liabilities more 
than six and a half millions of dollars. Their spe- 
cie during the same period has increased from about 
$1,800,000, to more than $3,500,000, to which, in 
estimating their ability to meet their engagements, 
should be added about one million and a half of 
dollars purchased and ordered from abroad, and ex- 

ected to arrive early in the ensuing month. ‘The 
anks throughout the state which have made re- 
ports to the coiunmissioners, have reduced their lia- 
bilities more than eleven milhons of dollars, their 
loans and discounts about the same amount, and 


their circulation from about nine millions of dollars | 


to about four millions. 

The bankiuz institutions of this state are there- 
fore in the best condition for a return to the pay- 
ment of specie, and appear to be determined, as 
they certainly should be, that no effort on their part 
shall be wanting to place the state and its business 
interests in the most desirable position. 

The reduction of discounts, the contraction of 
circulation, and the means employed to procure a 
supply of specie—all rendered necessary in pre- 
paring for resumption—have borne heavily upon 
almost all classes of our citizens, and been particu- 
larly injuriou3 to those branches of business which 
required the use of large capitals, or depended upon 
credit for success. 

Owing to causes alluded to in my message at the 
opening of the present session, our constituents in 
all parts of the state shared largely in the distress- 
es which preceded and immediately followed the 
suspension of specie payments. Such was the case 
in an especial manner with the citizens of our 
great commercial emporium. The loss of about 
fifteen millions of capital by the fire of December, 
1835—the interruption of business by the unparal- 
leled commercial revulsion which soon followed 
that disastrous event—the sudden withdrawal from 


deposite, in the midst of allthis depression, of ten | the 16th of May next, and the banks in the city of 


millions of public money—all having occurred 
within the space of about twenty-seven months, co- 
operate with other considerations to induce the 
legislature to extend its aid in an efficient manner, 
if it should become necessary, to shield our insti- 
tutions from threatened hostility, and thereby to 
protect and foster the general interests of the peo- 
ple. Itis also proper to remark, that about three 
millions of the amount of deposites withdrawn from 
the banks in the city of New York, were appor- 
tioned to the several counties and towns in the 
state, and’ loaned to the citizens thereof under the 
law of the last session in relation to the surplus 
moneys belonging to the United States. 

There is also another feature in the case present- 
ed by the depressed state of business in the city of 
New York, which should not pass without observa- 
tion. A large portion of the trade of that city is 
transacted with distant sections of the union. The 
causes which have operated so extensively to de- 
range the general currency of the country, have 
produced the most serious effects in the states south 
and west. There is reason to believe that the banks 
in that vast and important region, have not been 
influenced in an equal degree by the considerations 
which have controlled our institutions and brought 
them into a sound condition; but that, on the con- 


trary, they have so far extended their issues of pa- 
per as materially to diminish its value and render 
it of little use as a medium for the collection of 
debts due to our citizens. The losses by the course 
of domestic exchanges, consequent upon the great 
depreciation in the value of southern and western 
bank paper, have added to the embarrassments of 
our merchants, and greatly impaired the resources. 

Although the suspension, owing to various causes, 
has operated much more severely in some places 
than in others, it must be regarded as a common 
calamity, and its continuance cannot be otherwise 
than injurious to all sections of the country; it is 
therefore to be regretted that all sections have not 
felt an equal solicitude for the restoration of our 
currency to a sound condition, and adopted mea- 
sures equally vigorous for producing so desirable a 
result. Such, however, has not been the course of 
proceeding on the part of all. Indeed, it is now 
no longer a matter of doubt that the movement 
here, in relation to resuming payments in specie, 
must be made without the co-operation of any 
other state. 

I have not been able to discover any adequate 
reason why the banks in some of the o-hez states, 
and particularly in the Atlantic cities, could not 
have been in as favorable a condition to resume as 
ourown. The main causes which led to the sus- 
pension have for soine time ceased to operate, and 
others of an opposite tendency are exerting a bene- 
ficial influence in restoring the currency to a heath- 
ful state. The commercial debt abroad, which was 
large at the period of suspension, and the pressing 
demand for which was one of the principal causes 
of that calamity, is now mostly paid off or arranged; 
foreign exchanges are decidedly in our favor; the 
precious metals instead of being in demand for ex- 
portation, are coming into the country in great 
abundance from every quarter. 

In a state of things so favorable to a general re- 
sumption, it can scarcely be doubted that with pro- 
per preparatory measures the banks in most parts 
of the union, if they had been in concert, or with 
reference to the general prosperity of the country, 
| might have been inasituation toresume specie pay- 
| 
| 
! 








/inents as early as the period fixed on for that pur- 
pose by the banks of this state. It is not to be de- 
inied that these preparatory measures, whenever re- 
sorted to, must lead to a temporary increase of em- 
barrassments in most branches of business. While 
one place or section of the country submits to the 
sacrifices which result froin these unavoidable mea- 
isnres, for the purpose of removing the evils of a 
\disordered currency, it was to be hoped that other 
parts of the union would not be so far misled by 
any narrow views of temporary and local interest, 
as to decline the like sacrifices and refuse a ready 
concurrence in a course of proceeding so essential 
to the gencral prosperity. 

For the purposes of this communication, it is not 
important to determine the cause or the motive that 
has influenced the conduct of those institutions 
which have refused to co-operate with ours in the 
measure of resumption. It is now reduced to a 
moral certainty that there will be no general move- 
ment on this subject, and that the banks of this 
state will enter into that measure without the co- 
operation—and I wish I could say they wonld be 
permitted to maintain themselves in it without the 
open or covert hostility—of those which cannot or 
| will not unite with them or immediately follow their 
‘example. 
| The suspension law of the last session expires on 





New York have determined to resume the payment 
of all demands against them in specie on the 10th 
of that month. The country banks of this state 
are prepared to take the same step at the same time, 
and all classes and interests, it is believed, are rea- 
dy to aid those efforts by a generous confidence and 
approval. T do not doubt that our institutions will 
sustain themselves. whatever may be the course 
pursued by the bauks in other states; but the effects 
of this measure upon the business concerns of the 
people of this state, will depend in a great degree 
upon the relation in which our banks will be placed 
in reference to those in other parts of the union; 
and in an especial manner to those in the ueighbor- 
ing Atlantic cities. If all, or nearly all the banks 
in the principal commercial places had resolved, as 
it was anticipated a short time since they would do, 
to resume at about the same period, and had enter- 
ed upon that course earnestly, in good faith, and 
with kindly feelings towards each other, they would 
have met with few difficulties; they might probably 
have expected mutual forbearance in any emergen- 
cy—and certainly would have had no cause to fear 
hostility from any source whatever. Vigorous and 
united efforts among themselves would have accel- 
lerated the return of public confidence, and with it 
they would haye been at once in a condition to 











— 
dispense those accommodations which a whol... 
state of business requires. Shon 

Until very recently, it was generally ex 
that such would be the course of events. 
confidently believed that the period of ge 
sumption, at least throughout the easter) 
and some of the western states, was at hana. th 
it would be the beginning of an auspicious ¢j,,, = 
in our pecuniary afiairs; that the gioom whieh hea 
so long been gathering and thickening oye, = 
land would thereafter gradually disappear, ang rs 
should be cheered by a season of wonted ag 
perity. . 

I regret that it becomes my duty to announce 4, 
you that these pleasing anticipations are not |ik,), 
to be realized, and to exhibit to you a much |e 
viting prospect—a prospect in which our banks 
will not only have to commence without CO-opera 
tion in the resumption of specie payments, but ji) 
for some time at least, bave to stand alone, and 
strnggle not only with the inevitable difficulties of 
such a measure, but with others, perhaps, superadd. 
ed to them, arising from the condition, and possibly 
from the hostility of non-specie paying ban| 
other states. 

Surrounded on all sides, as we shall be, by banks 
emitting irredeemable paper, it is not periaps up. 
charitable to indulge a fear that they may consyj; 
their own interest by making eflorts to embarrass 
and circumscribe the operations of our institutions 
with a view of securing to themselves the benesis 
of an extensive circulation of their bills in tis 
state. In this manner we may be deprived of , 
sufficient supply of a sound currency, and iu oy 
necessities be forced to use their depreciated paper 
and thereby minister to theirinterest while they are 
persisting, contrary to good policy and in violation 
of their own obligations, in holding themselves jn 
an irredeemwable state. But assuming, as it is }T0- 
per peer that we should do, that the refusal cf 
the banks of other states to unite with ours in ye. 
suming, is owing to a convention on their part that 
they are not in a condition to sustain themselves jy 
that measure, they will undoubtedly avail them- 
selves of the means which the resumption in this 
state will afford them, to recover from their weak- 
ness, and transfer to themselves the resources which 
our institutions bave, at considerable expense, pro- 
vided for their own security. Banks that persist in 
issuing an irredeemable currency will by the use of 
it be enabled to possess themselves of claims agains! 
such as have resumed, and by exacting specie and 
refusing to pay it in satisfaction of demands against 
themselves, they will be enabled to impair and 
eventually exhaust the resources of the latter insti- 
tutions unless they cireumscribe within narrow 
limnits their accommodations tothe public. Situated 
as our banks are in relation to those in the Atlantic 
cities which have announced their determination to 
continue the issue of an irredeemable currency— 
considering the amount of their capital and their 
immense resources and the probable consequencesol 
a serious attempt by them confederated and co- 
operating in favor of the suspension policy, or even 
by the United States Bank of Pennsylvania alone, 
with a capital much larger than the aggregated 
capitals of all the banks in the city of New York— 
to withdraw the specie which has been collected by 
our institutions as a necessary preparatory step to 
resumption:—and looking to the deplorable et.ec's 
which would result in the remote contingency © 
being obliged by the aggressions of the non-speci? 
paying banks, or other untoward events. to suspend 
a second time; every consideration of prudence 
will induce our banks to preceed with the u!most 
circumspection and to confine their operations wit! 
in perfectly safe limits. 

If there were no other object to answer than the 
success of the attempt to resume, the subject wou! 
be presented to usin a much less imposing aspect 
and interposition by the legislature might not be 
deemed necessary; but if the banks are to continvs 
in their present contracted state after they have re 
sumed, and particularly if the circumstances ' 
which I have alluded, and others of au obvtols 
character, are likely to require further contractio" 
on their part, very few indeed of the benefits whic! 
have been anticipated from a return to specie pay- 
ments will be realized. Though they discharze 
their obligations in the legal currency, if they ¢°” 
tinue to reduce their discounts, or if they do nol 
gradually expand, the public will not be essentially 
relieved; the laboring classes will look in vain !°! 
their accustomed employment; most kinds of agi 
cultural products will decline in price ; our mani 
facturing establishments cannot be put in snecessful 
operation; various branches of mechanical busines 
will be deprived of a wholesome degree of encour 
agement; trade will continue in its present depress 
ed condition; the disorders of the currency will be 
but partially removed, and the immoral practic¢ 
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which spring from such disorders, wil] be but par- 
tially remedied. ‘ : oF 

it is confidently believed that the interposition 
of the credit of the state in case an emergency 
chall arise imperiously demanding a resort to such 
4 measure, would give success to the eiforts now 
making to correct the numerous evils which have 
arisen {rom the present deranged and vitiated state 
of our currency, and it appears to me that if such 
would be its eliects, there should be no hesitation 
on the part of the legislature in applying the re- 
medy. The benefits of such an interposition would 
be general, inasmuch as it would contribute in no 
‘nconsiderable degree to relieve almost all branches 
of business from depression, and all classes of our 
citizens from the inconveniences, inseparable from 
the use of an irredeemable and depreciated paper. 

To avoid the creation of a new stock for the 
express purpose of being loaned to the banks for a 
long period, I recommend that the commissioners 
of the canal fund be authorized to issue stock, 
which it is now certain will become necessary 
within a few years, for the enlargement of the Erie 
canal, and the completion of the Black river and - 
Genesee valley canals, and if the apprehended emer- 
gency should arise demanding its use, to loan it to 
the banks, requiring of them the most ample secu- ' 
rity for the punctual payment of the interest, and 
the reimbursment of the principal from time to 
time, as the money may be wanted in the progress 
of these works. 

The amount necessary for the completion of these 
works, will exceed the sum which may be required, 
in any event to sustain our state institutions against 
hostile attacks from whatever quarter they may 
come, and to enable them to grant such assistance 
as will invigorate all branches of industry, call forth 
the energies of the state, and give an onward move- 
menttoitsbusinessconcerns. Although intelligent 
merchants and bankers are of opinion that it will 
not probably be necessary to use the credit of the 
state, yet it may be otherwise, and the recent expo- 
sition of the views and policy of the Bank of the 
United States increases the apprehensions that a 
crisis will arise in which the credit of the state to 
some extent may be required. With a view of 
making ample provision for any such exigency, I 
respectfully recommend that authority should be 
given, in the manner suggested, to issue stock for 
the contemplated purpose to the arnount of six or 
eight millions of dollars. This recommendation 
does not, it will be perceived, promise the creation 
of a stock, and eventually, if need be, the raising 
of money expressly for sustaining the banks in the 
measure of resumption and retrieving from their 
present depression the business concerns of the 
people, but it suggests for these highly important 
purposes, that the moneys which it is known will 
be required for the public works already authorized 
by law, should be raised a short time before they 
are wanted for expenditure. It is by no means 
certain that it will be necessary to use the power 
hereby recommended to beinvested in the commis- 
sloners of the canal fund, but the consequences 
Which would result to the state at large in case the 
contingeney which night require its exercise should 
happen would be so extremely injurious, that I 
deem it expedient that the measure herein sugvest- 
ed, or some one of a similar character, should be 
adopted. 

A new interest is, in my opinion, given to the 
subject Ihave presented, and much force is added 
'o the considerations in favor of the measure I have 
recommended, by the course of conduct which it 
is the avowed intention of the United States Bank 
of Philadelphia to pursue in relation to the resump- 
tton, Had the determination to oppose a return to 
‘pecie payments, and the bold avowal of the policy 
of maintaining irredeeimable issues, come from any 
7 quarter, they would have caused much less 
‘Urprise and regret. This institution has a capital 
of thirty-five millions of dollars, and possesses by 
the terms of its charter, much more than ordinary 
banking powers and privileges—it has its agencies 
eer eng established business connexions in almost 
eam State in the union—it enjoys an extensive 
it nad only in this country, but in Europe; and 

©sources derived from this consideration alone, 








are Im:nense, it most confidently relies, as appears 
the language of its president, upon the subser- 
s€ncy of the banks of all the states except New 
rays in falling into its views and co-operating with 

'n carrying them into effect. When this formi- 
thi « Power,—I believe I am warranted in saying 
us formidable combination of powers,—is arrayed 
yx the measure of resuming specie payments, 
m has become the open champion of the suspen- 
Pee policy, and the advocate of an irredeemabie 
i rency—when it is publicly announced by the 
resident of the United States Bank—the central 
PoWer, as it may be called, of a confederation of 





| banking institutions—that the uncertain period of 


resumption must be delayed until the accomplish- 
ment of certain pecuniary operations and political 
objects which are distinctly shadowed forth in his 
letter,—there is very strong reason to fear that the 
banks of’ this state will not be permitted to pursue 
the course which they have resolved to take with- 
out encountering more than the intrinsic difficulties 
of the measure. I am confidently persuaded that a 
vast majority, if not almost the entire mass of our 
constituents, are opposed to, and will expect their 
representatives and public functionaries to resist, 
the policy put forth by the United States Bank, of 
continuing the issue of an irredeemable currency. 
In the division which will spring from the extraor- 
dinary position taken upon this subject, the people 
of this state, and its banking institutions will, I 
trust, be found among the friends and supporters of 
a sound currency—a currency equivalent in value, 
to the Jegal standard; and will be arrayed against 
the policy of continuing the issue of irredeemable 
paper. To carry out their views in relation to this 
subject, to sustain our institutions in the measure of 
resumption, and to put an end to the evils of a de- 
based circulating medium, I cannot doubt that they 
will approve of the interposition by the legislature, 
in the mannerI have suggested, or in any other 
more efficient manner that may be devised. View- 
ing this subject in reference to the present posture 
of our pecuniary affairs, to the embarrassment in 
which almost all branches of business are involved, 
and especially in reference to the attempt, by a for- 
midable moneyed power, to prolong the suspension 
of specie payments beyond the period imposed by 
necessity, I believe the present crisis must be gen- 
erally regarded as one in which it is ‘the duty of 
the state to stand forth in its strength, and by the 
use of its credit and the sanction of its name, to 
shield its institutions and its citizens from harm.” 
I am ready to co-operate with the other departments 
of the government in every proper effort that shall 


promise such a result. 
W.L. MARCY. 


EXEcuTIVE CHAMBER, 
Albany, Apnil 12, 1838. 





SYSTEM OF DEFENCE. 
In the senate of the United States, April 19, 1838. 


The resolution offered some time since by Mr. 
Davis, calling on the department for information to 
enable the senate to determine what fortifications 
might be diminished and dispensed with, and 
whether a system of defence, by the aid of steam 
batteries, would not be more economical and effi- 
cient than the present sysem, coming up for con- 
sideration, 

Mr. Davis said he wished to offer a few words of 
explanation, though the resolutions spoke pretty 
distinctly for themselves. They looked to rather 
an important end, and he desired, therefore, to call 
to them, particularly, the attention of the senate 
and of the executive department of the govern- 
ment. 

The government was now in want of funds, run 
aground, as had been said by the senator from Mis- 
souri. It was too true that, notwithstanding there 
had Jately been a great surplus, a treasury full to 
overflowing, at the last session a loan of $10,000,- 
000 to the government had been provided for; and 
now, in the other house, a proposition had been 
brought forward for a loan of $10,000,000 more, 
which, in all, would make aioan to the government 
of $20,000,000 within the present year. This 
amount, a short time ago, would have been con- 
sidered much more than enough for the annual uses 
of the government; but it seemed that it was now 
required in addition to the current revenue. Mr. 
D. however. alluded to these facts to show that the 
treasury and the revenue of the country were inan 
embarrassed condition, and that, too, when the 
country generally was at peace and free from apub- 
lic debt. These resolutions were designed to call 
the attention of the executive department of the 
rovernment to the defences of the Atlantic fron- 
tier, for the purpose of an examination, to ascer- 
tain what might be done in regard to them, in the 
way of economy as well as efficiency. When those 
fortifications were commenced, we had recently 
come out of a war with Great Britain, in which the 
Atlantic frontier had suffered much annoyance, 
commerce having been obstructed, and some small 
towns destroyed, and others menaced. It was, 
therefore, felt to be necessary to provide for the de- 
fence of that frontier; and it might be said that, 
feeling the evils of that war, they went rather to 
the opposite extreme in preparing for its defence, 
that it might not be found again in the same ex- 
posed condition. A board of engineers was ap- 
pointed to examine the coast, and report to govern- 
ment an efficient system of defence, to be ready 
when another war should occur, which was not im- 





probable. This board, with a distinguished French 
engineer at its head, reported a system of fortifica- 
tions, extensive and sufficiently complete, though 
to say that it would afford entire protection would 
be untrue. The first class of fortifications were of 
stupendous dimensions, designed to protect the 
large towns and other important points that were 
most assailable. The subordinate classes were also 
ona scale proportionately i Congress em- 
braced this system, and proceeded to carry it into 
effect. 

Mr. D. thought it was now important to look at 
it. Though it was doubtless best that the country 
should be well protected against invasion, he had at 
all times given his votes to sustain this system with 
some degree of reluctance, under the belief that it 
was an overgrown system. He had now before 
him the original estimate of the three classes of for- 
tifications, and he found that the engineers esti- 
mated the whole cost at about $18,000,000. He 
had the curiosity also to look at the actual expen- 
ditures on those forts that were said to be complet- 
ed, which were ten or twelve in number, and he 
found that their construction had cost just about 
twice as much as was originally estimated by the 
engineers. At that rate this system, when com- 
pleted, would have cost at least $36,000,000; and 
then what followed? This would be the simple ex- 
oe of construction alone; they must subsequent- 
y be armed, manned, and maintained. 

Twenty years had now nearly elapsed since this 
process was commenced; and Mr. D. asked whether, 
during that time, there had not been changes in the 
country which demanded that we should look into 
the system, and see whether it ought not in justice 
to be modified. Mr. D. had now referred to steam 
as a means of defence. It was true that at the time 
when the system was adopted, steam, as a means of 
defence, was not unknown; it was experimented 
upon to some extent, but it was not so matured as 
to be very materially regarded in providing for the 
defence of this frontier. But inquiry into this sub- 
ject, and the employment of steam in the civil ma- 
rine, had now more fully developed its character, 
and shown that it could’ be en ployed as one of the 
most effective agents in the defence of the country. 
The question, therefore, arose, whether there enakt 
not to be some modifications in the present system, 
and whether it might not be expedient to abandon 
some, and to diminish others of the existing and 
projected fortifications. 

In saying this, Mr. D. by no means wished to 
lessen the efficiency of the defences of the coun- 
try; but he desired that there should be no unne- 
cessary expenditure of the public money; and, 
above all, he would not unnecessarily lay such 
foundations as would render it necessary or expe- 
dient to maintain a large standingarmy. The force 
necessary to man these fortifications was set down 
in these estimates at nearly 38,000 in time of war, 
and in time of peace at about 5,000; and it was well 
known that subjects of this sort were always pre- 
sented to congress in the most favorable aspect; and 
therefore the 38,000 and 5,000 might be consider- 
ed as the minimum numbers; and if the same rule 
should be applied as was found applicable to the 
expenditures, it would turn out that the numbers 
of men must be doubled. But atleast, though Mr. 
D. did not pretend to accuracy in his own estimates 
on this subject, he knew full well that the 38,000 
and 5,000 men were put down as the smallest num- 
bers. He would not estimate the expense of main- 
taining these men, though he believed it was placed 
by the department at about $300 a year for each 
inan. But it was not for that particularly that he 
objected to a standing army; and he meant in no 
way to disparage our troops in saying that a stand- 
ing army was in its very nature uncongenial to our 
institutions. Its sympathies were of course with 
the government, and not with the people; it drew 
its support out of the treasury, and its sympathies 
would follow the power that directly maintained it. 
It would therefore be effectively in the hands of 
the government; and, whenever the government 
chose to turn it to its own purposes, it might turn 
it against the people themselves and the liberties of 
the country; and his having the power to do so 
made ita dangerous engine in the hands of the 
executive of a free government. The institution 
of the militia was of revolutionary origin; and, al- 
though it had been ridiculed, yet it must be reg ard- 
ed, by every cautious friend of ~-r“0lCan princi- 
ples, as the only safe f.~e tor a free people, because 
the citizon soidier was the only one that ‘eould be 
relied on for the support of liberty. On these ac- 
counts, especially, it was very desirable that the 
number of standing troops for the defenee o€ the 
country should be as small as was possibly cortgigt. 


ith its safety. 
oo D. had said in the outset that the 


was embarrassed, and all admitted that it wagse 
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There had been, long ago, a call for great econo- 
my, for limited expenditures, for a general reform; 
and yet had there been any sort of reform in the 
expenditures? And if there had been, where was 
it? The administration of Mr. Adams was de- 
nounced for its prodigality, for the great number of 
its officers, for its extravagant expenditures of mo- 
ney; and if all this could have been shown, Mr. D. 
would have gone into any company to correct the 
evil. But had the expenditures of the government 
been ever diminished, in any branch of public ser- 
vice? Had the number of its officers been ever re- 
duced? Had asystem of reform teen carried out 
in any manner? If so, Mr. D. had never been 
aware of it. The blue book would show that the 
number of officers had, on the contrary, been great- 
ly increased. Nor had their salaries been dimin- 
ished. Mr. D. was not aware that the salary of 
one individual among them had been diminished 
for the last nine years; on the contrary, he knew, 
and every gentleman who heard him knew, that 
whenever the subject was touched at all in congress 
their salaries had been raised, and that in very 
many instances. There was, then, eo great reform 
in all this. Mr. Adam’s administration had expend- 
ed about $12,000,000, annually, and in 1836-’7 the 
expenditure had risen to more than $30,000,000 a 
ear. 

: Mr. D. was at an utter loss how to see where 
there had been any reform or retrenchment. He 
hoped for something froin this matter, if such an- 
swers were inade as he had reason to expect tothe 
resolutions. He hoped for a saving in this branch 
of the expenditures, if the information came in sea- 
son to be used when the appropriation bills should 
come under consideration. 

Mr. D. proceeded to show, in detail, the great 
advantages that might be expected from the use of 
steam-batteries, especially in keeping the enemy’s 
ships of war out of our bays and sounds, keeping 
our commerce open, and our towns and villages 
more free from danger and alarm. He urged, also, 
that Great Britain, by using them on her part, 
would ultimately compel us to use them, willing or 
not, which we might do with great comparative 
advantage, having the means and the materials at 
hand in all parts of the country, while their depots 
must be at Halifax and Bermuda. He insisted that 
it was high time for the government to enter into 
an inquiry on this subject with zeal and earnest- 
ness. 

He said we all remembered how the population 
of Chesapeake bay were harassed, the shipping de- 
stroyed, the trade upon this great inland through- 
fare completely cut up, by British vessels that had 
possession of this highway, while we had no means 
of resisting their depredations. To obviate this, 
we had built two fortifications at an outlay of from 
three to four millions, to secure Hampton Roads, 
but these did not shut an enemy out of the bay. 
They only served as a place of refuge for our own 
vessels, and this was a great point gained. If we 
now added a small fleet of heavy armed steamers to 
the defence of this water, no vessel or vessels 
would dare enter it, whatever might be their force, 
for if they should be becalmed or come to anchor, 
or become incapable of being worked from any 
cause, they must be sacrificed to even a single bat- 
tery, that choose its own position, and destroy 
them, while it would be little exposed to danger. 
The hazard, therefore, of entering bays and interior 
waters against such a force was so imminent that 
few would incur it, unless aided by steam. If, 
therefore, we relied more on this kind of defence 
and less on large fortifications, our internal trade 
would be left to its free, uninterrupted action, and 
we should enjoy all the vast benefits of it in time 
of war, and the inhabitants and their property 
would cease to be molested. This kind of force 
had at all times this great advantage; it could be 
suddenly concentrated and be brought to bear with 
all its power where emergencies called for it. 

And in regard to Long Island sound, one end of 
it was closed in, with the exception of the narrow 
passage of East river, while the other was too wide 
open to be fortified; and what was the conse- 

uence? The British had entered the sound with 
their ships of war, and blockaded the whole adja- 
cent coast, had confined the vessels in the ports, 
and stopped the intercourse, so that while flour 
COUIG «st be sold here and at Baltimore, in the east 
it brought $10, «4 equld hardly be procured at all, 
because it had to be transpe-tod by land; whereas, 
if steam batteries had been used, We -way would 
ris have been kept open. Mr. D. had nitte 

esitation in saying that a few batteries of this sort 
would afford more effectual protection than an 
system of protection which could be employed. 
Fortifications were also necessarry for the protec- 
tion of these batteries themselves, and the defence 
of the important points of the country, but with the 


steam batteries they would be immensely more ef- 
fective, so as to drive the enemy out of our waters, 
and force them to sea, where they couid not live, 
except at adistance from the coast. This would 
be a great advantage, and give the greatest possible 
security to the country. 

After sotne remarks from Mr. Benton the resolu- 
tion was agreed to. 


MR. WEBSTER’S SPEECH, 
In answer to Mr. Calhoun—March 22, 1838. 


On Thursday, the 22d of March, Mr. Calhoun de- 
livered the speech which was published in our last, in 
answer to Mr. Webster’s speech of March 12. When 
he had concluded, Mr. Webster immediately rose, and 
addressed the senate as follows: 

Mr. Prestpent: I came rather late to the senate this 
morning, and happening to meet a friend on the ave- 
nue, | was admonished by him to hasten my steps, as 
“the war was to be carried into Africa,” and I was ex- 
pected to be annihilated. I lost no me in following 
the advice, sir, since it would be awkward for one to 
be annihilated without knowing any thing about it. 

Well, sir, the war has been brought into Africa. The 
honorable member has made an expedition into regions 
as distant from the subject of this debate as the orb of 
Jupiter is from that of our earth. He has spoken of the 
tariff, of slavery, and of the late war. Of all this I do 
not complain. On the contrary, if it be his pleasure to 
allude to all, or any of these topics, for any purpose 
whatever, | am ready at all times to hear him. 

Sir, this carrying the war into Africa, which has be- 
come so common a phrase among us, is, indeed, imi- 
tating a great example; but itis an example which is 
not always followed by success. In the first place, sir, 
every man, though he be a man of talent and _ genius, 
is not a Scipio; and in the next place, as I recollect this 
part of Roman and Carthagenian history—ihe gentle- 
man may be more accurate—butas I recollect it, when 
Scipio resolved upon carrying the war into Afnca, 
Hannibal was not at home. Now, sir, I am very little 
like Hannibal, but lam at home; and when Scipio 
Africanus S: uth Carolinaensis brings the war into my 
territories, I shal] not leave their defence to Asdrubal, 
nor Syphax, nor any body else. I meet him on the 
shore, at his landing, and propose but one contest, 

*Concurritur; 
“Aut cita mors, aut victoria lezta.” 

Mr. President, I had made up my mind that if the 
honorable genueman should contine himself to a reply, 
in the ordinary way, I would not say another syllable. 
But he has not done so. He has gone off into subjects 
quite remote from all connexion with revenue, com- 
merce, finance, or sub-treasuries, and invites to a dis- 
cussion which, however uninteresting to the public at 
the present moment, is too personal to be declined by 
me. 








He says, sir, that I had undertaken to compare my 
prone character and conduct with his. Far from it. 
attempted nosuch thing. I compared the gentieman’s 
political opinions at different times, with one another, 
and expressed decided opposition tv those which he 
now holds. And I did, certainly, advert to the gen- 
eral tone and drift of the gentleman’s sentiments and 
expressions, for some years past, in their bearing on 
the union, with such remarks as I thought they deserv- 
ed; but Linstituted no comparison between bis and 
myself. He may institute one, if he pleases, and when 
he pleases. Seeking nothing of this kind, I avoid 
nothing. Let it be remembered, that the gentleman 
began the debate by attempting to exhibit a contrast 
between the present opinions and conduct of my 
triends and myself, and our recent opinions and con- 
duct. Here is the first charge of inconsistency; let the 
public judge whether he has made it good. e Says, 
sir, that on several questions I have taken different 
sides, at different times; let him showit. If he shows 
any change of opinion, [ stall be called on to give a 
reason, aud to account for it. 1 leave it to the country 
to say whether, as yet, he has shown any such thing. 
But, sir, before attempting that, he has something 
else to say. He had prepared, it seems, todraw com- 
parisons himself. He had intended to say something, 
if time had allowed! Sir, time does allow—time must 
allow. A general remark of that kind ought not to 
be, cannot be, left to produce its effect, when that ef- 
fect is obviously intended to be unfavorable. Why did 
the gentleman allude to my votes, or my opinions, res- 
pecting the war, at all, unless he had something to 
say? ‘Does he wish to leave an undefined impression 
that something was done, or something said, by me, 
not now capable of defence or justification? something 
not reconcileable with true patriotism? He means that, 
or nothing. And now, sir, let him bring the matter 
forth: let him take the res onsibility of the accusation: 
let him state his facts. t am here to answer: I am 
here, this day, to answer. Now is the time, and now 
the hour. I think we read, sir, that one of the good 
spirits would not bring against the arch enemy of man- 
kind a railing accusation: and what is railing, but gen- 
eral reproach—an imputation, without fact, time, or 
circumstance? Sir, I call for particulars. The gen- 
tleman knows my whole conduct well: indeed, the 
Juurnale show it all, from the moment I came into con- 
ess till the peace. If I have done, then, sir, any 
thing unpatriotic—any thing which, as far as love to 
country goes, will not bear comparison with his, or any 
man’s conduct—let it now be stated. Give me the 





fact, the time, the manner. He speaks of the war; 
that which we call the late war, though it is now twen- 








: ——$—$<—<——. 
ty-five years since it terminated. He woutd leaye 
impression that I opposed it. How? I was thy 
congress when war was declared, nor in public lite 
anywhere, I was pursuing my profession, and keeping 
company with judges, sheritis, and jurors, and plaif: 
tiffs and defendants. If I had been in congress sad 
had enjoyed the benefit of hearing the honorable e 
tleman’s speeches, for all I can say, I might have a 
curred with him. ButI was not in public life. | Pim 
had been, fur a single hour; and was in no situation 
therefore, to oppose or to support the declaration of 
war. Iam speaking to the fact, sir; and if the gent 
man, has any fact, let us know it. ; 

Well, sir, I came into congress during the war I 
found it waged, and raging. And what did I do he; 
to oppose it? Look to the journals. Let the honora} 
gentleman tax his memory. Bring up any thing. 
there be any thing to bring up—not showing error of 
opinion, but-showing want of loyalty or fidelity to the 
country. Idid not agree to all that was proposed, no; 
did the honorable gentleman. I did not approve of 
every measure, nor did he. 

The war had been preceded by the restrictive sys. 
tem and the embargo. As a private individual, I coer. 
tainly did not think well of these measures. It ap. 
peared to me the embargo annoyed us as much as our 
enemies, while it destroyed the business and cramped 
the spirits of the people. 

In this opinion I may have been right or wroug, but 
the gentleman was himself of the same opinion. He 
told us, the other day, as a proof of his independence 
of party, on great qnestions, that he differed with his 
friends on the subject of the embargo. He was de. 
cidedly and unalterably opposed to it. It turnishes, in 
his judgment, therefure, no imputation either on ny 
patriotism, or the seundness of my political opinions, 
that I was opposed to it also. I mean opposed in opin- 
ion: for I was not in congress, and had nothing to do 
with the act creating the embargo. And as tu opposi- 
tion to measures for carrying on the war, after 1 caine 
into congress, I again say, let the gentleman specity— 
let him lay his finger on any thing, calling for an an- 
swer, and he shall have an answer. 


Mr. President, you were yourself in the house during 
a considerable part of this tme. The honorable gen- 
tleman may make a witness of you. He may make a 
witness of any body else. He may be his own witness. 
Give us but some tact, some charge, something capa- 
ble in itself either of being proved or disproved. Prove 
any thing, not consistent with honorable and patriotic 
conduct, and I am ready to answer it. Sir, lam glad 
this subject has been alluded to, in a manner which jus- 
tiles me in taking public notice of it; because | am 
well aware that, for ten years past, infinite pains have 
been taken to find something, in the rance of tiicse 
topics, which might create prejudice against me in tie 
country. ‘Ihe journals have all been pored over, and 
the reports ransacked, and scraps of puragraphs an‘ 
half sentences have been collected, put together in ihe 
talsest manner. and then made to flare out, as if there 
had been some discovery. But all this failed. The 
next resort was to supposed correspondence. My let- 
ters were sought for, to learn if, in the confidence of 
private friendship, I had never said any thing which an 
enemy could make use of. With this view, the vicinity 
of my former residence has been searched, as with 2 
lighted candle. New Hampshire has been explored, 
from the mouth of the Merrimack to the White Hulls. 
In one instance a gentleman had left the state, gone 
five hundred miles off, and died. His papers were e:- 
annned, a letter was found, and [ have understood |! 
was brought to Washington, a conclave was held 
consider it, and the result was, that if there was not! Ing 
else against Mr. Webster, the matter had _ better be let 
alone. Sir, Ll hope to make every body of that opinion 
who brings against me a charge of want of patriots. 
Errors of opinion can be found, doubtless, on many 
subjects; but as conduct flows from the feelings which 
animate the heart, | know that no act of my life has 
had its origin in the want of ardent love of country. 


. Sir, when I came to congress, I found the honorable 
gentleman a leading member of the house of represeti- 
tatives. Well, sir, in whatdid we differ? One of the 
first measures of magnitude, after I came here, Ww 
Mr. Dallas’ proposition for a bank. It was a wa! 
measure. It was urged as being absolutely necessary 
to enable governinent to carry on the war. Goverll- 
ment wanted revenue—sucli a bank it was hoped 
would furnish it and on that account it was warmly 
pressed and urged on congress. You remember @!! 
this, Mr. President. You remember how much some 
persons supposed the success of the war and the sa:va- 
tion ot the country depended on carrying that measure. 
Yet the honorable member from South Carolina op- 
posed this bill. He now takes to himself a =e ea 
of merit—none too much, but still a good deal of met 
for having defeated it. Well, sir, I agreed with him 
It was a mere paper bank—a mere machine for. fabr- 
cating irredeemable paper. It was a new form for Pp 
per muney; and, instead of benefitting the country, 
thought it would plunge it deeper and deeper in aii 
culty. I made a speech on the subject; it has ofte” 
been quoted. There it is; let whvever pleases read an¢ 
examine it. I am not proud of it for any ability !t eX 
hibits; on the other hand, I am not ashamed of it, 10° 
the spirit which it manifests. But, sir, I say again, Me 
gentleman himself took the lead against this measure— 
this darling measure of the administration. I ocr WM 
him; if I was seduced into error, or into unjustihave 
opposition, there sits my seducer. | lin 
hat sir, were other leading sentiments, or leaci"é 
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Sa . . 
asures of that day? On what other subjects did 
mee differ? ‘The gentleman has adverted to one, and 
rer a most important one; | 
s, and says truly, that at the commencement of the 
ay the navy was unpopular, It was unpopular with 
his friends, who then coatrolled the politics of the coun- 
Bat he says he differed with his friends; in this 
TY act he resisted party influence and party connex- 
— and was the friend and advocate of the navy. Sir, 


jon, : ° . . 
mend him for it. He showed his wisdom. That 
| ovat litle navy soon fought itself into favor, and 


showed that no man, who had placed reliance on it, 
had been disappointed. 

Well, sir, in all this, I was exactly of the same opin- 
ion as the honorable gentleman. : 

Sir, I do not know when = 3 opinion of the impor- 
tance of a naval force to the United States had its ori- 
‘1. I cangive no date to my sentiments on this sub- 
ect, because I never entertained different sentiments. 
remember, sit, that immediately after coming into 
my profession, at a period when the navy was most 
unpopular, when it was called by all sorts of hard 
names, and designated by many coarse epithets, on 
one of those occasions, on which young m2n address 
their neighbors, I ventured to put forth a boy’s hand in 
defence of thenavy. I insisted on its importance, its 
adaptation to our circumstances, and to our national 
character; and its indispensable necessity, if we intend- 
ed to maintain and extend our commerce. These 
opinions and sentiments I brought into congress; and, 
so far as [remember, it was the first, or among the 
first times, in which I presumed to speak on the topics 
of the day, that I attempted to urge on the house a 
reater attention to the naval service. There were 
divers modes of prosecuting the war. On these modes, 
or on the degree of attention and expense which should 
be bestowed on each, different men held different opin- 
ions. I confess Ilooked with most hope to the results 
of naval warfare, and therefore I invoked gevernment 
to invigorate and strengthen that arm of the national 
defence. Iinvoked it to seek its enemies upon the 
seas—t0 go where every auspicious indication pointed, 
and where the whole heart and soul of the country 
would go with it. 

Sir, we were at war with the greatest maritime pow- 
eronearth. England had gained an ascendancy on 
the seas over the wnole combined powers of Europe. 
She had been at wartwenty years. She had tried her 
fortunes on the continent, but generally with no suc- 
cess. At one time, the whole continent had been closed 
againsther. A long line of armed exterior, an unbro- 
ken hostile array, frowned upon her from the gulf of 
Archangel, raund the promonotory of Spain and Portu- 
gal, to the foot of the boot of Italy. There was nota 
port which an English ship could enter. Every where 
onthe land the genius of her great enemy had tri- 
umphed. He had defeated armies, crushed coalitions, 
and overturned thrones; but, like the fabled giant, he 
was unconquerable only while he touched the land. On 
the ocean, he was powerless. That field of fame was 
his adversary’s, and her meteor flag was streaming in 
triumph all over it. 

To her maritime ascendancy, England owed every 
thing, and we were now at war with her. One of the 
lost charming of her poets has said of her, that 


“Her march is o’er the mauntain wave, 
“Her home is on the deep.” 


Now, sir, since we were at war with her, I was for in- 
tercepting this march; | was for calling upon her, and 
paying our respects to her at home; I was for giving her 
to know that we, too, hada right of way over the seas, 
and that our marine officers and our sailors were not 
entire strangers on the bosom of the deep; I was for 
doing something more with our navy, than to keep it 
on our shores, for the protection of our own coasts and 
our own harbors; I was for giving play toits gallant and 
burning spirit; for allowing it to go forth upon the seas, 
and to encounter, on an open and an equal field, what- 
ever the proudest or the bravest of the enemy could 
bring against it. I knew the character of its Officers, 
und the spirit of its seamen; and I knew that, in their 
hands, th yugh the flag of the couatry might go down 
to the bottom, while they went with it, yet that it could 
hever be dishanared or disgraced. 

Since she was our enemy—and a most powerful ene- 
my—I was for touching her, if we could, in the very 
apple of her eye; for reaching the highest feather in her 
Cap; for clutching at the very brightest jewel in her 
Crown. ‘There seemed to me to be a peculiar propriety 
In all this, as the war was undertaken for the redress of 
Maritime injuries alone. It was a war declared for 
free trade and sailors’ rights. ‘The ocean, therefore, 
Was the proper theatre for deciding this controvers 
With our enemy, and on that theatre my ardent wis 
Wi our own power should be concentrated to the 

Sl, 

So much, sir, for the war, and for my conduct and 
Opinions as connected with it. And, as I do not mean 
0 recur to this subject often, nor ever, unless indispen- 
sably necessary, I repeat the demand for any charge, 
any accusation, any allegaton whatever, that throws 
me behind the honorable gentleman, or behind any 
other man, in honor, in fidelity, in devoted love to that 
anaes which I was born, which has honored me, 
and which I serve. I, who seldom deal in defiance, 
how, here, in my place, buldly defy the honorable 
member to put his insinuation in the form of a charge, 
and to support that ch by any proof whatever. 

€ gentleman has adverted to the subject of slavery. 
N this subject, he says, I have not proved myself a 


I mean the navy. He. 





friend to the south. Why, sir, the only proof is, that I 
did not vote for his resolutions. 

Sir, this is a very grave matter; itis a subject very 
exciting and inflammable. I teke, of course, all the 
responsibility belonging to my opinions; but I desire 
these opinions to be understood, and fairly stated. IfI 
am to be regarded as an enemy to the south, because 
I could not Support the gentleman’s resolutions, be it so. 
I cannot purchase favor trom any quarter, by the sacri- 
fice of clear and conscientious convictions. The prin- 
cipal resolution declared that congress had plighted its 
faith, not to interfere, either with slavery or the slave- 
trade, in the District of Columbia. 

Now, sir, this is quite a new idea. I never heard it 
advanced until this session. I have heard gentlemen 
contend that no such power was in the constitution; 
but the notion, that though the constitution contained 
no prohibition, yet that congress had plighted its faith, 
not to exercise such a power, is an entire novelty, so 
far as I know. I must say, sir, it appeared to wa tile 
else than an attempt to put a prohibition into the con- 
stitution, because there was none there already. For 
this supposed plighting of the public faith, or the faith 
of congress, I saw no ground, either in the history of 
the government, or in any one fact, or in any argument. 
I therefore could not vote for the proposition. 

Sir, it is now several years since I took care to make 
my opinion known, that this government has, consti- 
tutionally, nothing to do with slavery, as it exists in the 
states. That opinion is entirely unchanged. I stand 
steadily by the resolution of the house of represenia- 
tives, adopted, after much consideration, at the com- 
mencement of the government—which was, that con- 
gress have no authority to interfere in the emancipation 
of slaves, or in the treatment of them, within any of the 
States; 1t remaining with the several states alone to pru- 
vide any regulations therein, which humanity and true 
policy may require. This, in my opinion, is the con- 
Stitution, and the law. I feel bound by it. I have 
quoted the resolution often. It expresses the judgment 
of men of all parts of the country, deliberately formed, 
in a cool ime; and it expresses my judgment, and I 
shall adhere to it. But this has nothing to do with 
the other constitutional question; that is to say, the 
mere constitutional question, whether congress has the 
poser to regulate slavery and the slave-trade in the 

istrict of Columbia. 

Onsuch a question, sir, when I am asked what the con- 
Stitution is, or whether any power granted by it has been 
compromised away; or, indeed, could be compromised 
away—I must express my honest opinion, and always 
shall express it, if I say any thing, notwithstanding it 
may not meet concurrence either in the south, or the 
north, or the east, or the west. I cannotexpress, by my 
vote, what I do not believe. 

He has chosen to bring that subject into this debate, 
with which it has no concern, but he may make the 
most of it, if he thinks he can produce unfavorable im- 
pressions on the south, from my negative to his fifth re- 
solution. As to the rest of them, they were common- 
places, generally, or abstractions; in regard to which, 
one may well not feel himself called on to vote at all. 

And now, sir, in regard to the tariff. That is a long 
chapter, but I am quite ready to go over it with the 
honorable member. 

He charges me with inconsistency. That may de- 
pend on deciding. what inconsistency 1s, in respect to 
such subjects, and now it is to be proved. I will state 
the facts, for I have them in my mind somewhat more 
fully than the honorable member has himself presented 
them. Let us begin at the beginning. In 1816, I voted 
against the tariff ov, which then passed. In 1824, I 
again voted against the tariff law, which was then _pro- 

used, and which passed. A majority of New Eng- 
and votes, in 1824, was against the tariff system. ‘The 
bill received but one vote from Massachusetts; but it 
passed. The policy was established; New England 
acquiesced in it; conformed her business and pursuits 
to it; embarked her capital, and employed her labor, in 
manufactures; and I certainly admit that, from that 
time, I have felt bound to support interests thus called 
into being, and into importance, by the settled policy 
of the government. I have stated this often here, and 
often elsewhere. The ground is defensible, and I 
maintain it. 

As to the resolutions adopted in Boston, in 1820, and 
which resolutions he has caused to be read, and which 
he says he presumes I prepared, I have no recollection 
of having drawn the resolutions, and do not believe I 
did. But I was at_the meeting, and addressed the 
meeting, and what I said on that occasion has been 
produced here, and read in the senate years ago. 

The resolutions, sir, were oppased to the commenc- 
ing of a high tariff policy. I was opposed to it, and 
spoke against it—the city of Boston was opposed to it 
—the commonweaith of Massachusetts was opposed to 
it. Remember, sir, that this was in 1820. This oppo- 
sition continued till 1824, The votes a!l show this. But 
in 1824, the question was decided; the government en- 
tered upon the policy; it invited men to embark their 

roperty and their means of living in it. Individuals 

ave done this toa = extent; and, therefore, I say, 
so long as the manufactures shall need reasonable and 
just protection from government, I shall be disposed to 
give itto them. What is there, sir, in all this, for the 
gentleman to complain of? Would he have us always 
oppose the policy, adopted by the country, on a great 
uestion? ould he have minorities never submit to 
will of majorities? Bus 

I remember to have said, sir, at the meeting in Fane- 

uil hall, that protection appeared to be regarded as in- 


cidental to revenue, and that the incident could not be 
carried fairly above the principal: in other words, that 
duties ought not to be laid for the mere object of pro- 
tection. I believe that was substantially correct. f - 
lieve that if the power of protection be inferred only 
from the revenue power, the protection could only be 
incidental. 

But, I have said in this place before, and I repeat 
now, that Mr. Madison’s publication, after that period, 
and his declaration that the convention did intend to 
grant the power of protection, under the commercial 
clause, placed the subject in a new and clear light. I 
will add, sir, that a paper drawn up by Dr. Franklin, 
and read by him to a circle of friends in Philade)phia, 
on the eve of the assembling of the convention, re- 
specting the powers which the proposed new govern- 
ment ought to possess, shows, perfectly plain, that, in 
regulating commerce, it was expected congress would 
adopt a course, which should, to some degree, protect 
the manufactures of the north. He certainly went into 
the convention himself under that conviction. 

Well, sir, and now what does the gentleman make 
out against me in relation to the tariff? What laurels 
does he gather in this part of Africa? I opposed the 
policy of the tariff, until it had become the settled and 
established policy of the country. I have never ques- 
tioned the constitutional power of congress to grant 
aoa except so far as the remark goes, made in 

aneuil hall, which remark respects only the length to 
which protection might properly be carried, so far as 
the power is derived from the authority to lay duties on 
imports. But the policy being established, and a great 
part of the country having placed vast interests at stake 
in it, I have not disturbed it; on the contrary, I have 
insisted that it ought not to be disturbed. If there be 
inconsistency in all this, the gentleman is at liberty to 
blazon it forth; let him see what he can make of it. 

Here, sir, I cease to speak of myself; and respect- 
fully ask pardon of the senate for having so long de- 
tained it, upon any thing so unimportant as what re- 
lates merely to my awn public conduct and opinions. 
Sir, the honorable member is pleased ta suppose that 
our spleen is excited, because he has interfered to snatch 
from us a victory over the administration. If he means 
by this any personal disappointment, I shall not think 
it worth while to make a remark upon it. If he means 
a disappointment at his quitting us while we were en- 
deavoring to arrest the present policy of the adminis- 
tration, why, then, I admit, sir, that I, for one, felt that 
disappointment deeply. Itis the policy of the adminis- 
tration, its principles, and its measures, which I oppose. 
It is not persons, but things; not men, but measures. 
I do wish, most fervently, to put an end to this anti- 
commercial policy; and if the overthrow of the policy 
shall be followed by the political defeat of its authors, 
why, sir, it is a result which I shall endeavor to meet 
with equanimity. 

Sir, as to the honorable member’s rescuing the vic- 
tory from us, or as to his ability to sustain the adminis- 
tration in this policy, there may be a drachm of ascru- 
ple about that. I trust the citadel will yet be stormed, 
and carried, by the force of public opinion, and that no 
Hector will be able to defend its walls. 


But now, sir, I must advert to a declaration of the 
honorable member, which, I confess, did surprise me. 
The honorable member says that, personally, he and 
myself have been on friendly terms, but that we always 
differed on great constitutional questions! Sir, this is 
astounding. And yetI was partly prepared for it; for 
Isat here the other day, and held my breath, while tke 
honorable gentleman declared and repeated, that he 
always belonged to the state rights party! And he 
means, by what he has declared to-day, that he has al- 
ways given to the constitution a construction more 
limited, ‘better guarded, less favorable to the extension 
of the powers of this government, than that which [ 
have given to it. He has always interpreted it accord- 
ing to the strict doctrine of the school of state rights! 
Sir, if the honorable member ever belonged, until very 
lately, to the state rights party, the connexion was very 
mos like a secret marriage. And never was secret 
better kept. Not only were the espousals not acknow- 
ledged, but all suspicion was avoided, ‘There was no 
known familiarity, or even kindness between them.— 
On the contrary, they acted like parties who were not 
at all fond of each other’s company. 

Sir, is there a man, in my hearing, amongall the gen- 
tlemen now surrounding us, many of whom, of both 
houses, have been here many years, and know the 

entleman and myself perfectly; is there one, who ever 

eard, supposed, or dreamed, that the honorable mem- 
ber belonged to the state rights party before the year 
1825? Can any such connexion be proved upon him— 
can he prove it upon himself, before that time? 

Sir, I will show you, before I resume my seat, that it 
was not until after the gentleman took his seat in the 
chair which you now occupy, that any public mani 
festation, or intimation, was ever given by him, of hia 
having embraced the peculiar doctrines of the state 
rights party. 

The truth is, sir, the honorable gentonse had acted 
a very important-and useful part during the war. But 
the war terminated. Toward the close of the session 
of 1814-15, we received the news of peace. This clos- 
ed the 13th congress. In the faii of 1815, the 14th con- 
gress assembled. It was full of ability, and the honor- 
able gentleman stood high among its distinguished 
members. He remained in the house, sir, through the 
whole of that congress; and now, sir, it is easy to be 
shown, that, durnng those two years, the honorable 





gentleman took a decided lead, in all those great mea- 
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sures, which he has since so often denounced, as un- | 
constitutional and oppressive—the bank, the tariff, and 

internal improvements. The war being terminated, 

the gentleman’s mind turned itself toward internal ad- 

ministration and improvement. He surveyed the whole 

country, contemplated all its resources, saw what it was 
capable of becoming, and held a political faith, not so 
narrow and contracted as to restrain him from useful 
and efficient action. He was, therefore, at once, a full 
length ahead of all others, in measures, which were na- 

tional, and which required a broad and liberal con- 
struction of the constitution. This is historic truth. Of 
his agency in the bank, and other measures connect- 
ed with the currency, I have already spoken, and I do 
not understand him to deny any thing I have said, in 
that particular. Indeed, I have said nothing capable 
of denial. 

Now allow me a few words upon the tariff. The 
tariff of 1816 was distinctly a South Carolina measure. 
Look at the votes, and you will see it. It was a tariff, 
for the benefit of South Carolina interests, and carried 
through con by South Carollna votes, and South 
Carolina influence. Even the minimum, sir, the so- 
much-reproached, the abominable minimum, that sub- 
ject of so much angry indignation and wrathful rheto- 
ric, is of southern origin, and has a South Carolina 
parentage. 

Sir, the contest on that occasion, was chiefly between 

the cotton-growers at home, and the importers of cot- 
ton fabrics from India. These India fabrics were made 
from “the cotton of that country. ‘The people of this 
country were using cotton fabrics, not made of Ameri- 
can cotton, and, so far, they were diminishing the de- 
mand for such cotton. The importation of India cot- 
tons was then very large, and this bill was designed to 
put an end to it, and, with the help of the minzmum, it 
did put an end to it. The cotton manufactures of the 
north were then in their infancy. They had some 
friends in congress, but if I recollect, the majority of 
Massachusetts members and of New England mem- 
bers were against this cotton tariff of 1816. I remem- 
ber well, that the main debate was, between the im- 
porters of India cottons in the north, and the cotton- 
growers of the south. The gentleman cannot deny the 
truth of this, or any part of it. Boston opposed this 
tariff, and Salem opposed it, warmly and vigorously. 
But the honorable member supported it, and the law 
passed. And now be it always remembered, sir, that 
that act passed on the professed ground of protection: 
that it had in it the minimum principle, and that the hon- 
orable member and other leading gentlemen from his 
own state supported it, voted for it, and carried it 
through congress. 
_ And now, sir, we come to the doctrine of internal 
improvement—that other usurpation, that other oppres- 
sion, which has come so near to justifying violent abrup- 
tion of the government, and scattering the fragments of 
the union to the four winds. Have the gentleman’s 
state-rights opinions always kept him aloof from such 
unhallowed infringements of the constitution? He says 
he always differed with me on constitutional questions. 
How was it in this most important particular? Has he 
here stood on the ramparts, brandishing his glittering 
sword against assailants, and holding out a banner of 
defiance? Sir—sir—sir—it is an indisputable truth, 
that he is himself the man—the ipse that first brought 
forward, in congress, a scheme of general internal 1m- 
provement, at the expense, and under the authority of 
this government. He, sir, isthe very man, the ipsissi- 
mus upse, who, considerately, and on a settled system, 
began these unconstitutional measures, if they be un- 
constitutional. And now for the proof. 

The act incorporating the Bank of the United States, 
was passed in April, 1816. For the privileges of the 
charter, the proprietors of the bank were to pay to go- 
vernment a bonus, as it was called, of one million ve 
hundred thousand dollars, in certain instalments. Go- 
vernment also took seven millions in the stock of the 
bank. Early in the next session of congress—that is, in 
December, 1816—the honorable member moved, in the 
house of representatives, that a committee be appointed 
to consider the propriety of setting apart this bonus, and 
also the dividends on the stuck belonging to the United 
States, as a permanent fund for internal improvement. 
‘The committee was appointed, and the honorable mem- 
ber was made its chairman. He thus originated the 
plan, and took the lead in its execution. Shortly after- 
wards, he reported a bill carrying out the objects for 
which the committee had been appointed. "This bill 
parsed that the dividends on the seven millions of 

ankstock belonging to government, and also the whole 
of the bonus, should be permanently pledged, as afund 
for constructing roads and canals; and that this fund 


should be subject to such specific appropriations as con- 
gress might thereafter make. 


This was the bill; and this was the first project ever 
brought forward, in congress, fora system of internal 
improvements. ‘The bill goes the whole doctrine, at a 
single jump. ‘The Cumberland road, it is true, was al- 
ready in progress; and for that the gentleman had also 
voted. But there were, and are now, peculiarities about 
that particular expenditure, which sometimes satisfy 
scrupulous consciences; but this bill of the gentleman's, 
without equivocation or saving clause—without if, or 
and, or but—occupied the whole ground at once, and 
announced internal improvement .as one of the objects 
of this government, on a grand and systematic plan. 
This bill, sir, seemed indeed too strong. It was thought 

persons not esteemed extremely jealous of state 








in that shape, on that account; and among them colonel 
Pickering, then one of the representatives from Massa- 
chusetts. Even Timothy 
sanction, nor concur in, the honorable gentleman’s doc- 
trines, to their full extent, although he favored the mea- 
sure in its general character. He, therefore, prepared 
an amendment, as a substitute; and his substitute pro- 


vided for two very important things, not embraced in 
the original bill: 


First, that the proportion of the fund to be expended 
in each state, respectively, should be in proportion to 
the number of its inhabitants; 

Second, that the money should be applied in con- 
structing such roads, canals, &c. in the several states, 
as congress might direct, with the assent of the state. 

This, sir, was Timothy Pickering’s amendment of 
the honorable gentleman’s bill. And now, sir, how did 
the honorable gentleman, who has always belonged to 
the state-rights party, how did he treat this amendment, 
or this substitute? hich way, do you think, his state- 
rights doctrine led him? Why, sir, I will tell you. He 
immediately rose, and moved to strike out the words 
“with the assent of the state!” Here is the journal un- 
der my hand, sir; and here is the gentleman’s motion. 
And certainly, sir, it will be admitted, that this motion 
was not of a nature to intimate that he had become 
wedded to state rights. Butthe words were not strick- 
enout. The motion did not prevail. Mr. Pickering’s 
substitute was adopted, and the bill passed the house in 
that form. 

In committee of the whole on this bill, sir, the honor- 
able member made a very able speech, both on the pol- 
icy of internal improvements, and the power of congress 
over the subject. Those points were fully argued by 
him. He spoke of the importance of the system; the 
vast good it would produce, and its favorable effect on 
the union of the states. ‘‘Let us, then,” said he, “bind 
the republic together, with a perfect system of roads and 
canals. Let us conquer space. It is thus the most dis- 
tan. parts of the republic will be brought within a few 
days’ travel of the centre; it is thus that a citizen of the 
west will read the news of Boston still moist from the 
press.”’ 

But, on the power of congress to make internal im- 

rovements; ay, sir, on the power of congres, hear him! 
hat were then his rules of construction and interpre- 
tation? How did he at that time read and understand 
the constitution? Why, sir, he said that “he was no 
advocate for refined arguments on the constitution. 
The instrument was not intended as a thesis for the 
logician to exercise his ingenuity on. It ought to be 
construed with plain good sense.” This is all very 
just, I think, sir; and he said much more. He quoted 
many instances of laws, passed, as he contended, on 
similar principles, and then added, that “he introduced 
these instances to prove the uniform sense of congress 
and of the country, (for they had not been objected to,) 
as to our powers; and surely,” said he, “they furnish 
better evidence of the true interpretation of the consti- 
tution than the most refined and subtle arguments.” 

Here, you see, Mr. Presivent, how little original I am. 
You have heard me, again and again, contending in 
my place here for the stability of that which has been 
long settled; you have heard me, till I dare say you have 
been tired, insisting that the sense of congress, so often 
expressed, and the sense of the country, so fully known, 
and so firmly established, ought to be regarded as hav- 
ing decided, finally, certain constitutional questions. 
You see now, sir, what authority I have for this mode 
of argument. But while the scholar is learning, the 
teacher renounces. Will he apply his doctrine now— 
I sincerely wish he would—to the question of the bank, 
to the question of the receiving of bank notes by gov- 
ernment, to the power of congress over the paper cur- 
rency? Will he, sir, will he admit that these ought to 
be regarded as decided, by the settled sense of the con- 
gress of the country? Oh,no. Far otherwise. From 
these rules of judgment, and from the influence of all 
considerations of this practical nature, the honorable 
member now takes these questions with him into the 
ra heights of metaphysics, into the regions of these 
refinements and subtle arguments which he rejected 
with so much decision in 1817, as appears by this 
speech. He quits his old ground of common sense, 
experience, and the general understanding of the coun- 
try, for a flight among theories and abstractions. 

And now, sir, let me ask, when did the honorable 
member relinquish these early opinions and principles 
of his? When did he make known his adhesion to 
the doctrines of the state-rights party? We have been 
speaking of transactions in 1816 and 1817. What the 
gentleman’s opinions then were, we have seen. But 
when did he announce himself a state-rights man? I 
have already said, sir, that nobody knew of his claiming 
that character until after the commencement of 1825; 
and I have said so, because 1 have before me an ad- 
dress of his to his neighbors of Abbeville, in May of 
that year, in which he recounts, very properly, the prin- 
cipal incidents in his career, as a member of congress, 
and as head of a department; and in which he says that, 
as a member of congress, he had given his seaieia ef- 
forts in favor of a restoration of specie currency; of a 
due protection of those munufactures which had taken 
root during the war, and, finally, of a system for con- 
necting the various parts of the countrv by a judicious 
system of internal improvement. 

And he adds, that it afterwards became his duty, as a 
member of the administration, to aid in sustaining, 
against the boldest assaults, those very measures, 
which, as a member of congress, he had contributed to 
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Fights to evince, nevertheless, too little regard to the will 
of the states. Several gentlemen eppresddas measure, 


establish. 
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And now, sir, since the honorable gentle 


; Ry age meMaN Says he 
differed from me on constitutional question mn 


: ae | Uti ; 8, will he be 
ickering could not quite | pleased to say what constitutional opinion abe 


I have ey 
: ‘ eve 
expressed, for which I have not his express authority? 


Is iton the bank power? the tariff power? the Power of 
internal improvement? I have shown his votes hie 
speeches, and his conduct, on all these subjects, ‘Up . 
the time when general Jackson became a candidate fy, 
the presidency. From that time, sir, I know we Bea 
differed; but if there was any difference before om 
time, I call upon him to point it out—what was the o¢. 
casion, what the question, and what the difference? 
And if, before that period, sir. by any speech, any vote. 
any public proceeding, or by any other mode of ap: 
nouncement whatever, he gave the world to know tha 
he belongec to the state-rights party, I hope he will now 
be kind enough to produce it, or to refer to it, or to tel] 
us where we may look for it 

Sir, I will pursue this topic no further. I would not 
have heroic. it so far—I would not have entered upon 
it at all—had it not been for the astonishment I te}; 
mingled, I confess, with something of warmer feelinc 
when the honorable gentleman declared that he had 
always differed from me on constitutional questions. 

Sir, the honorable member read a quotation or two 
from a speech of mine in 1816, on the currency or 
bank question. With what intent, or to what end? 
What inconsistency does he show? Speaking of the 
legal currency of the country, that is, the coin, I then 
said it was in a goodstate. Wasnotthat true? I was 
speaking of the legal currency; of that which the law 
made atender. And how is that inconsistent with any 
thing said by me now, or ever said by me? , 

I declared then, he says, that the framers of this go- 
vernment were hard-moiey men. Certainly they were. 
But, are not the friends of a convertible paper hard- 


money men, in every practical and sensible meaning of 


the term? Diaid I, in that speech, or ony other, insist on 
excluding all convertible paper from the uses of so- 
ciety? Most assuredly I did not. I never quite so far 
lost my wits, I think. There is but a single sentence in 
that speech which I should qualify, if I were to deliver 
it again—and that the honorable member has not no- 
ticed. It isa paragraph respecting the power of con- 
gress over the circulation of state banks, which might, 
perhaps, need explanation or correction. Understand- 
ing it as applicable to the case then before congress, all 
the rest is perfectly accordant with my present opin- 
ions. Itis well known that I never doubted the power 
of congress to create a bank; that I was always in favor 
of a bank, constituted on proper principles; that I voted 
for the bank bill of 1815, and opposed that of 1816 only 
on account of one or two ofits provisions, which I and 
others hoped to be able to strike out. Iam a hard- 
money man, and always have been, and always shall 
be. But I know the great use of such bank paper asis 
convertible into hard-money, on demand; which may 
be called specie paper, and which is equivalent to spe- 
cie in value, and much more convenient and useful. 
On the other hand, I abhor all irredeemabie paper; 
all old-fashioned paper money; all deceptive promises; 
every thing, indeed, in the shape of paper issued for cir- 
culation, whether by government or individuals, which 
may not be turned into specie at the will of the holder. 
But, sir, I have insisied that government is bound to 
protect and regulate the means of commerce, to see 
that there is a sound currency for the use of the people. 
The honorable gentleman asks, what then is the 
limit? Must congress also furnish all means of con 
merce? Must it furnish weights, and scales, and steel- 
yards?) Most undoubtedly, sir, it must regulate weights 
and measures; and it does so. But the answer to tlie 
general question is very obvious. Government must 
furnish all that which none but government can furnish. 
Government must do that for individuals which indivi- 
duals cannot do for themselves. That is the very end 
of government. Why, else, have we a governmeit: 
And can individuals make a currency? Can indin- 
duals regulate money? The distinction is as broad and 
plain as Pennsylvania avenue. No man can mistaxe 
it, or well blunder out of it. The gentleman asks if g 
vernment must furnish for the people ships, and boats, 
and wagons. Certainly not. ‘The gentleman here only 
recites the president’s message ot September. These 
things, and all such things, the people can furnish tor 
themselves; but they cannot make a currency; they 
cannot, individually, decide what shall be the money 0! 
the country. That, every body knows, is one of the 
prerogatives and One of the duties of government; and 
a duty which I think we are most unwisely neglecting. 
We may as well leave the people to make war and (0 
make peace, each man for himself, as to leave indivr 
duals the regulation of commerce and currency. 
Mr. Prcnlenh there are other remarks of the gentle- 
man of which I might take notice. But, should Ido 
so, I should only repeat what I have already said, either 


now or heretofore. I shall, therefore, not now allude t0 
them. 


My principal purpose, in what I have said, has been: 
first, to defend myself—that was my first object; an 
next, as the honorable member has aitempted to take t0 
himself the character of a strict constructionist, and @ 
state-rights man, and on that basis to show a difference, 
not favorable to me, between his constitutional opin 
ions and my own, heretofore, it has been my intention 
to show that the power to create a bank, the power [0 
regulate the currency by other and direct means, te 
power to lay a protecting tariff, and the power of inter” 
nal improvement, in its broadest sense, are all powels 








which the honorable gentleman himself has supported, 
hae acted on, and in the exercise of which, indee¢, 
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. ° . : it » ; ° 
he has taken a distinguished lead in the councils of con 


ess. r 77 =) } 7 2 1 
e'Tf this has been done, my purpose is answered. Ido 


- wish 10 prolong the discussion, nor to spin it out into 
yak uy. If the honorable member has any thing new 
. ar" “orward; if he has any charge to make—any 
“ ry or any specification; if he has any thing to ad- 
yee against my opinion or my conduct, my honor or 
Lert Tam still athome. lam here. IH not, then, 
a far as | am concerned, this discussion will here ter- 
munate. d 

| will say a few words, before I resume my seat, on 
the motion now pending. ‘That motion is, to strike out 
the specie-paying part of the bill. I have a suspicion, 
sir, that the motion will prevail. Ifit should, it willleave 
; ereat vacuum; and how shall that vacuum be filled? 
The part proposed to be struck out, is that which re- 
quires all debts to gavernment to be paid in specie. It 
makes a good provision for government, and for publie 
men, through all classes. he secretary of the treasury, 
in his letter, at the last session, was still more watchful 
of the interest of the holders of office. He assured us, 
had as the times were, and notwithstanding the floods 
of bad paper which deluged the country, tnembers of 
congress should get specie. P 

In my opinion, sir, this is beginning the use of good 
money, in payment, atthe wrong end of the list. If 
there be bad money in the country, I think that secre- 
raries and other executive officers, and especially mem- 
hers of congress, should be the last to receive any good 
money; because they have the power, if they will do 
their duty, and exercise the power, of making money 
of the country good for all. t think, sir, it was a lead- 
iny feature in Mr. Burke’s famous bill for economical 
reform, that he provided, first of all, for those who are 
least able to secure themselves. Every body else was 
to be well paid all they were entitled to, before the min- 
isters of the crown, and other political characters, should 
have any thing. ‘This seems to me very right. But we 
havea precedent, sir, in our own country, more directly 
tothe purpose; and asthat which we now hope tostrike 
otis the part of the bill furnished, or proposed originally 
by the honorable member from South Carolina, it will 
naturally devolve on him to supply its place. I wish, 
therefore, to draw his particular attention to this prece- 
dent, which I ain now about to produce. 

Most members of the senate wil! remember that, be- 
fore the establishment of this government, and before, 


or about the time, that the territary which now consti- | 


| "rT 

tutes the state of T'ennessee was ceded to congress, the 
inhabitants of the eastern part of that territory estab- 
ished a government for themselves, and called it the 
state of Franklin. Tey adopted a very good constitu- 
tion, divided into the usual branches of legislative, exe- 
utive, and judicial ~_ They laid and -ollected 
cutive, and judicial power. hey iaid and colecte 

taxes, and performed other acts of legislation, They 
had, for the present, it is true, no maritime possessions, 
yet they followed the common forms in constituting high 
oficers; and their governor was not only captain -gene- 


tai and commander-in-chief, but admiral also, so that | 


the navy might have a commander when there should 
be a navy, 

Well, sir, the currency of this state of Franklin be- 
came very much deranged. Specie was scarce, and 
equally scarce were the notes of specic-paying banks. 
But the legislature did not propose any divorce of go- 
vernment and people; they did not seek to establish two 


currencies, one far men in office, and one for the rest of | 


tie Community. They were content with neighbor’s 
lare. [t became necessary to pass what we should call, 
how-a-days, the civil-list appropriation-bill. 'Ttuey pas- 
sedsuch a bill; and when we shall have made a void in 
the bul now before us, by striking out specie payments, 
ior government, I recommend to its friends to fill the 
fap by inserting, if not the same provisions as were in 
the law of the state of Franklin, at least something in 
the same spirit. | 
The preamble of that law, sir, begins by reciting, 
that the collection of :axes, in specie, had become very 
“ppressive to the good people of the commonwealth, for 
‘le Want of a circulating medium. A parallel case to 
nurs, sir, exactly. It recites further, sir, that it is the 
City of the legislature to hear, at a!l times, the prayer of 
clr Constituents, and apply as speedy a remedy as lies 
In their power, ‘These sentiments are very just, sir, 
and [ sincerely wish there was a thorough disposition 
ere to adopt the like. i 
sig under the influence of these sound principles, 
_; the legislature of Frankinn passed a law, for the 
“*pport of the eivil list, which, as it is short, I will beg 
Permission to read: 
, Be it enacted by the general assembly of the state of 
ranklin, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
same, That, from the Ist day of January, A. D, 17839, 
ie Salaries of the civil officers of this commonwealth 
© as follows, to wit: 
naa excellency the governor, per annum, one thou- 
dred be skins; his honor, the chief justice, five hun- 
Made the attorney-general, five hundred do. do.; 
ecnaarael his excellency the governor, five hundred 
fic pe ( “ the treasurer of the state, four hundred and 
dot nm 0.3 each county Clerk, three hundred beaver 
con rp n of the house of commons, two hundred rac- 
ieee members of assembly, per diem, three do. do.; 
hce’s ee fi t signing a warrant, one muskrat do.; to 
prustable, for serving a warrant, one mink do. 
under none into a law this 18th day of October, 1788, 

Une great seal of the state. 

itness his excellency, &c. 

Governor, captain-general, commander-in-chief, 

‘and admiral in and over said state” 


This, sir, is the law, the spirit of which I commend to 
gentlemen. I will not speak of the appropriateness of 
these several allowances for the civil list. But the ex- 
ample is good, and I am of opinion, that unul congress 
shall pertorm its duty, by seeing that the country enjoys 
a good currency, the same medium which the people 
are obliged to use, whether it be skins or rags, is good 
enough for its own members. 

Mr. Calhoun again rose and said, I am not at allsur- 
prised, Mr. President, that the senator from Massachu- 
setts should shaw such solicitude to free himself from the 
responsibility of converting this discussion into a mere 
personal altercation, so unworthy the place and the oc- 
casion. But itis nota little unjust in him to attempt to 
transfer the responsibility from himself to me, having 
acted throughout, as I have, wholly on the defensive, 
and done every thing I could to avoid personalities. I 
have, in truth, a deep and unfeigned aversion to per- 
sonal altercations, in any case; especially here, in my 
official character, where duty and self-respect, as well 
as the dignity of the body, forbid its introduction. On 
the present occasion, I had every reason to avoid it. 
The subject is one unsurpassed in magnitude and im- 
0rtance, and which requires the calmest and most de- 
Bharata cunsideration. I have had entire confidence in 
the strength and truth of the side I support; and, of 
course, felt deep solicitude to limit the discussion strictly 
to the merits of the question. 

But the senator, in order to throw the blame on me, 
denies that he drew a comparison between us. Does 
he consider it no comparison to claim for himself the 
inost universal and ardent patriotism; and to attribute 
to me the opposite qualities, of being sectional, and 
entertaing feelings far from friendly to the union? And 
this, too, without any thing in the question, or my pre- 
vious remarks, that could, by possibility justify it? Does 
he really think that Iought to have sat in silence with- 
out attempting to show, as I have done, how perfectly 
unfounded are his claims to superior patriotism, and how 
unjust his charges against me? 

But in order to justify himse!f, he accuses me of hay- 
ing first attempted to fix on himself and friends the 
charge of inconsistency, in supporting the substitute of 
the senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rives.) Imade nc such 
charge. Tsimply availed myself of the opinion which 
he and theyentertained and expressed, in relation to a 
similar measure in 1834—acquitting them expressly of 
all inconsistency. So far from a charge of the kind, I 
placed my argument on the assumption, that their opin- 
‘ion remained unchanged; and yet this he calls a charge 
of inconsistency—a throwing of the first stone; and on 
'which he rests the justification of his unprovoked per- 
| sonalities. 
| The senator next attributes to me the assertion, that 

I intended to draw a comparison between his course 
| and mine during the late war, if time had permitted, 
} accusing me, at the same time, of making a “railing 
accusation” against him. My answer is, that I said no- 
thing like it; and made no accusation whatever, either 
“railing” or specifice. I said not a word of “time per- 
|mitting me.” What I really said was entirely different; 
‘and bears no analogy whatever to what he attributes to 
| me, as the senate must remember. I confined myself 
_to an inquiry into the truth of the picture he had drawn 
of his patriotism; and his comparison between his pub- 
‘lie conduct and mine. I demonstrated what little claims 
he had to the high qualities he arrogated to himself; and 
how unfounded his assumption was to a more universal 
‘and ardent patriotism. [| illustrated all this by a refer- 
| ence to his course in relation to abolition and the tariff; 
tand declined going mto a comparison between our 
| courses during the late war—not for a want of time, as 
he states, but expressly on the ground that the events of 
that day were by-gone, and belonged to history, where 
I was willing to leave it, and where I should leave it, 
unless provoked to go into the comparison, by some fu- 
ture attack from the senator. [added not a word of ac- 
cusation whatever, either “railing” or otherwise. It is 
true, I said that, at one time, I in‘ended to go into a 
comparison. I certainly had no reason, personally, to 
decline it; but I felt a strong repugnance, which I could 
not overcome, to recurring bac sto such distant events, 
that have passed out of the circle of the politics of the 
day. Acting under its influence, I limited my remarks, 
in reference to the senator and myself, to the great and 
living questions of the day, which are still unsettled, and 
are destined to exercise an important control over the 
future destiny of the country. 

But if I should be forced into the comparison, I shall 
not confine myself simply to what the senatar did at that 
important period of our history: I would take a far 
wider range. He claims for himself an exalted patrio- 
tism, far above others, and myself in particular; and 
that, too, in war as well as peace; and he would have 
noright to complain, if held responsible not only for what 
he did, but for what he did not; not only for his own 
acts, but also for his political associates and party, which 
passed without his censure or rebuke. I have no wish, 
for the reasons } have stated, to enter on the comparison; 
but if he desires it, I will read a statement of some dozen 
or fifteen of his votes, which I laid my hands on since 
he commenced his reply; and which will furnish some 
index of his course during that period. [Mr. Webster 
indicating no desire for the reading, Mr. Calhoun pro- 
ceeded:} 

Dropping, then, the senator’s course during the war, 
I shall proceed to notice some remarks of his in refer- 
ence to myself. He has hunted up with much industry, 
and brought furward with great parade, my Course in 
relation to the tariff—to the bank—and the bonus bill, 
‘immediately subsequent to the late war, in order to fix 

















on me a charge of inconsisteney. I am pleased that he 
has afforded me, on this occasion, an opportunity to 
speak of this portion of our political history, and of the 
part I took. It is one that requires explanation, not 
only in reference to myself, but the party to which I 
belong. 


In supporting the measure to which the senator re- 
ferred, t was not alone: I acted with the great body of 
the party: and, if I took a more prominent part in rela- 
tion to them than others, it Is to be attributed to the 
position which I held in the house and the party at the 
time. Itis not my intention to defend those measures; 
but to explain, in justice to myself and the party, the 
circumstances under which we acted. I do not deny 
but that we departed, more or less from the true princi- 
ples and policy of our party; but it was under circum- 
stances which, though they do not justify the departure, 
are calculated, in a great degree, to excuse it; and to 
repel effectually any inference that it was an intentional 
abandonment of them. 


No popular party is proof against success, and the 
long possession of power: and such proved to be the: 
fact in our case. We had been in the uninterrupted 
possession of power for more than sixteen years, and 
had just carried through successfully a war against the 
greatest power on earth, and, at the same time, over- 
thrown the party in opposition to us. ‘I'he flush of vic- 
tory had, asis usual, the effect of working a considera- 
ble change in the feelings and views of our party, 
which contributed to the introduction of the measures 
to which the senator refers. But there were other, and 
powerful causes, which also contributed to it. During 
the war, the country had suffered much from a depre- 
ciated aud unequal currency; from the want of domes- 
tic supplies to take the place of those articles which we 
had been cut off by the war, and from the want of good 
roads, and other channels of conveyance, on which to 
transport munitions ef war, and to concentrate prompt- 
ly a sufficient force on the points menaced or attacked 
by the enemy. After its termination, there was a vivid 
recollection of the difficulties occasioned by these 
wants. The danger, at the time, to the country, was 
believed to be comnected exclusively with our foreign 
relations. ‘The war, it is true, had terminated success- 
fully; but there were hostile feelings left behind on both 
sides, between our country and Great Britain; and she 
kept up a powerful force in her possessions in our imme- 
diate vicinity, which was calculated to excite our vigi- 
lance, and to admonish us of the necessity of befng 
prepared for a renewed contest. Besides we were in 
danger in being involved in a long and dangerous con- 
test, growing out of the revolution in Spanish America; 
in which at one time the great powers of Europe united 
by what was called “The Holy Alliance,” were strongly 
inclined to interfere. Under these circumstances, and 
when the political principles of our party appeared to 
have gained a permanent ascendency, by the prostra- 
tion of our old opponents, and to be in no danger, it is 
not at all wondertal that the measures with which the 
senator now reprvaches me should have received the 
support of myself and the party to which I belong. I 
contess, for myself, that [ then believed the danger to 
be, not within, but withouvt—not from the giving away 
of our principles, but violence from abroad: and that I 
had no suspicion that it lay in the quarter which expe- 
rience has shown it really did. This accounts for my 
course at that period. 

In voting for the tariff of 1816, which I am still of opin- 
ion Was a judicious measure, with the exception of the 
minimum priaciple, of which I think as badly as any 
one, | regarded it as a revenue measure, and called for 
by the circumstancesof the time. But Idid not dream 
that, in the short space of twelve years, it would be 
perverted vy those interested into an instrument of such 
unbounded oppression as to exact and pass into the 
treasury one-half of the whole proceeds of our foreign 
exchanges. Nor did I imagine that, in introducing a 
bill to set apart a particular fund for internal improve- 
ment, and leaving it to congress to determine thereafter 
the extent of power over that subject, and to what ob- 
jects the funds should be applied, (that was its real 
character) there was the least danger that, in a few 
years, the whole revenue of the country would become 
an object of scramble among the various sections in 
which the struggle would be, who should get most, with- 
out any reference to the public good. As to the bank, 
placed in the circumstances in which I and those with 
whom I acted were, I do not see how we could have 
acted differently, even with our present experience. 
The time for reformation in reference to the currency 
had not then arrived; and any attempt at reform weuld 
have proved abortive. 


But L offer not what I have said as a justification; I 
acknowledge we all departed, in a greater or less degree, 
from the stern and rigid principles of the party, and the 
true policy of the government, and well have we paid 
the penalty. It has taught me a lesson never to be for- 
gotten, and I now call on the pouness and more inex- 
perienced members of the party, as I then was, to profit 
by our example. Avoid, as you would the greatest evil, 
the least departure from principle, however harmless and 
innocent it may at the time appear to be. The small- 
est departure will prove to be an entering wedge; 
and the others, differing from you in views and princi- 
ples, will drive the measure farther than you ever con- 
templated; yust as we have seen our old opponents 
seize on the tariff, internal improvement, and the bank, 
to overthrow our principles and to establish their own. 
Never cease to bear in mind that ours is a limited go- 
verriment, with specific powers; and that if the pre- 
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scribed line be passed ever eo little, there is no fixing 
any limits to the encroachments of power. 

Nor is the period of which I am speaking the only 
one in which success has caused departure from the 
principles and policy of our party. e vast revenue, 
which the protective tariff placed at the disposal of the 
government, had the effects on those in power which 
might have been anticipated. They no longer relied on 

rinciples as the means of preserving their ascendency. 

he patronage and resources of the Government were 
deemed sufficient for that purpose; and many measures 
were adopted, which will hereafter be regarded as great 
and dangerous departures from the creed of the party: 
and which have done more to reconcile the people to 
the principles and policy of our opponents, and to 
weaken their confidence in ours, than all other causes 
put together. : 

As to myself, each revolving year impresses me 
deeper and deeper with the truth and wisdom of the old 
Virginia school of politics. She was blessed, when this 
government went into operation, with leaders of the 
clearest discernment and purest patriotism; the Jeffer- 
sons, the 2 be an and Roanes, and many others, who 
had formed the most just conception of our system of 
government, and the policy to be pursued to preserve 
it. I had, from my earliest years, imbibed a strong at- 
tachment for that school. Indeed, I may say, it was in- 
herited by me. But I never realized to the athe the 
depths of its wisdom, and the vast importance of adher- 
ing rigidly to its maxims, till experience, and the reflec- 
tion of riper and more advanced years, taught me. 
And here is the broad line of distinction between the 
senator and myself, which he, with all his ingenuity, 
cannot obliterate. He belongs, and always has, to 
another and an opposite school, which, to designate by 
its most distinguised leader, may be called the school 
of Hamilton; a man distinguised for his great abilities 
perfect frankness, and ardent patriotism, but who was 
decidedly inferior to Mr. Jefferson in genius, the power 
of original thinking, and the clearness and depth of his 
conception of the true nature and character of our 
government. Belonging, as we do and ever have, to 
schools so diverse, our agreement has, been casual, 
while our difference has been habitual and funda- 
mental, both as to the nature and character of our 
government, and the policy it ought to pursue; and 
which has placed us opposite to each other on the 
penne and most of the other great questions which 

ave been agitated in our time. 

He sees in the success of the present question the ad- 
vancement of the principles and policy to which I am 
devoted, and in its defeat the advancement of his own; 
hence’our difference, and the ardor of the present con- 
flict—a conflict of opposing systems, in which, as one 
or the other may prevail, the future destiny of the coun- 
try will be permanently influenced. The separation 
of the political and moneyed power will give a lasting 
ascendancy to the political school to which I belong, 
and their union to that of the senator. 

He is right in fixing on 1825 as the year when my 
views in relation to the principles and character of the 

overnment became firmly fixed and settled. It was 
then I took my seat in the chair which you, sir, now 
occupy. I had devoted the seven preceding years la- 
boriously to the duties of the war department, which I 
had found in a state of complete disorder, and which 
so engrossed my attention as to leave me little leisure 
to attend to the general politics of the country. The 
change of office gave me both time and opportunity to 
view more minutely the general operations of the go- 
vernment, which I did not neglect. I soon saw the 
incipient state of those disorders, which had then just 
begun to develope themselves, and the causes in which 
they originated, as well as the fearful consequences to 
which they threatened to lead. This induced me to 
make a careful review and examination of the princi- 
ples of the government. I went to the source, the Ken- 
tucky resolutions and the Virginia resolutions and re- 
pert which I carefully investigated, in all their bearings. 

then turned my attention more carefully to the inves- 
tigation of the character and tendency of what was 
called, at the time, the American system, and saw 
clearly its oppressive, corrupting, and dangerous ten- 
dency. I took a firm stand against it. Since then, 
my life has been one incessant struggle to maintain or 
restore the principles and policy of the old state-rights 
republican party, regardless of all personal consequen- 
ces. During this long period of thirteen years of con- 
tinued action, amidst the most trying scenes, I may bid 
defiance to the most rigid scrutiny to point out the 
elightest variation in my course, or the least departure 
from the pany or doctrines of the political school 
to which I belong. ye be accused of carrying my 
principles too far, or of adhering too rigidly to my doc- 
trines, but of the opposite fault none have ventured to 
accuse me. My adherence to them has never waver- 
ed under the greatest difficulties or danger. If, then, I 
erred in common with the great body of the arty, 
under the circumstances which I have cinheinad, I, at 
least, have long since made, I trust, ample amends. If 
Ihave done any thing to contribute to the common 
errors of the period immediately subsequent to the late 
war, I have done far more, I hope, towards their cor- 
rection, and the restoration of the principles and doc- 
trines which our party profess, as well as to arrest the 
ascendency of theopposite. ‘Tothis great object, which 
I aneeneny believe, involves our liberty and the perpe- 
tuation of our popular and free institutions, I have de- 
voted my life. 

Mr. Webster said he would correct one misapprehen- 
sion. The senatorfrom South Carolina had understood 








him to say that he (Mr. W.) would embrace the earliest 
opportunity to revive the tariff. But what he haa said 
was, that there was doubt whether the manufactures, 
under the minimum provided by the present law, would 
be sufficiently protected; and if it should be found that 
they were not, ‘a (Mr. W) would endeavor to procure 
that protection. 

r. Clay said it would be with extreme reluc- 
tance that he should, at any time, interfere in a 
discussion between the two distinguished senators from 
Massachusetts and South Carolina, and he did not now 
rise tor such purpose. But the senator from South 
Carolina had used and repeated several times an ex- 
pression which he (Mr. C.) could not permit to pass 
unnoticed. He was the more oct oh at it because 
he had supposed that the adjustment of accounts be- 
tween that senator and himself, made on a former day, 
had been mutually satisfactory, as it certainly had 
been entirely so to him (Mr. C.) As if, however 
the senator still had some remaining feeling about it, he 
had been pleased to describe the senator from Mas- 
sachusetts and himself (Mr. C.) as “associates” in an 
attack upon him. There was no foundation for such 
an assertion. He (Mr. C.) had never conferred with 
the senator from Massachusetts on the subject of what 
he (Mr. C.) had intended to say towards the senator 
from South Carolina. And he was equally ignorant of 
what course the senator from Massachusetts intended 
to pursue towards the senator from South Carolina un- 
till he heard himin the senate. Had he consulted with 
him on the subject, he (Mr. C.) should have advised 
him to have foreborne. There was, therefore, no ground 
whatever for the imputation of association or con- 
_ in any attack upon the senator from South Caro- 
ina. 

Mr. Calhoun said that he did not intend to impute 
any improper motives; and he had alluded more par- 
ticularly to the senator from Massachusetts. 

The senate then adjourned. 





TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 


April 20. Mr. McKean presented a petition of 
citizens of Terrytown, Bradford county, Pennsyl- 
vania, and three petitions from citizens of Rush 
township, Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, 
praying congress to abolish slavery immediately in 
the District of Columbia. Motion to receive laid 
on the table. 

Mr. King, on leave, introduced a bill to author- 
ise George Whitman to import an iron steamboat 
free of duty. Read twice, and referred. 

On motion of Mr. Wall, the committee on the 

ost office and post roads were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a new mail 
route from Hackettstown to Belvidere, Warren co., 
N. J. 

On motion of Mr. Preston, the resolution offered 
by him, concerning the annexation of Texas to 
the United States, was made the special order for 
Monday next. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to prevent the issuing and circulation of the notes 
of the late Bank of the United States. 

The subject was discussed at great length, al- 
most wholly on the question of the constitutional 
power to pass the bill, by Messrs. Wall, Preston, 
Clay, of Ala., White, Grundy Prentiss, Rives, Cal- 
houn, Roane, and Brown. 

Mr. Buchanan was understood to say that had 
the time not been late, he might have said somme- 
thing on the constitutional question involved in the 
bill; but he should now say nothing till the bill 
should come up on its third reading; nor should he 
probably then, unless induced to doso by some- 
thing from the other side. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchan- 
an, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Smith, of Con., Tipton, Trotter, Wall, Williams, 
Wright, Young—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, King, Merrick, Nicholas, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robbins, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Swift; White—14. 

The senate then adjourned till Monday. 

April 23. Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, rose and said, 
he had for some time held in his possession, and 
he would now present, certain proceedings and 
resolutions of a large and respectable meeting of 
the citizens of Cleaveland, Ohio, opposed to the 
sub-treasury bill. They attributed (Mr. C. said) 
the present deranged state of the currency and 
business of the country to the action of this govern- 
ment, and they deprecated in strong but respectful 
language the passage of the bill to which he had 
alluded. They regarded the proposed separation of 
the government from the currency and business of 
the country as wholly unjustifiable, and utterly re- 
Peguant to the nature and genius of our institutions; 
and they were desirous that the government should: 





—————— 
do something to bring back the state of pros ies 
which the government had lost for itself and rr 
country. = 

These proceedings emanated (Mr. C. beliey d 
from the second town in importance in the state ) 
Ohio, situated at the outlet of the great canal af thu 
state into Lake Erie. They were great friends . 
the credit system, and well they might be, ae 
by that system the great work had been achieved, 
which was so beneficial and important to them’ 
and so creditable to the enterprise and energy ¢} 
that state. hs lin 

The bill which they deprecated was now jn th 
other house, and Mr. C. hoped anc believed io 
it was dead, dead, dead, and he could not even add 
that supplication which usually closed the sentences 
of our tribunals of justice on a condemned pris. 
oner, [May the Lord have mercy upun your soy. 
Yet, though he believed it was dead, it was possi. 
ble that the president and the other friends of the 
measure might revive it; and it was to meet it, if it 
should come up in any shape, that Mr. C. now pre. 
sented these resolutions, and asked that they might 
be printed, and lie on the table. 

The proceedings were accordingly laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

The Vice President presented a message from the 
president of the United States, with papers relatins 
to Indian depredations on the property of an ing). 
vidual, (not heard.) 

On motion of Mr. White, referred, and ordered 
to be printed. 

After a number of petitions had been presented, 
and some other business of minor importance trans. 
acted, the senate took up, on its third reading, the 
bill to prohibit the issuing and circulation of the 
notes of the late Bank of the United States. 

Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, oe. 
cupied the rest of the day in an earnest debate on 
this subject, (to be published hereafter.) 

The bill was passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchan. 
an, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Smith, of Con., Tipton, Trotter, Williams, 
Wright, Young---27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, King, Merrick, Nicholas, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Smith, of Indiana, Spence, Swift, 
White—13. 

Mr. Preston gave notice of his design to enter 
on the question of the annexation of Texas to- 
morrow. 

The senate adjourned, after an executive session. 

April 24. Mr. Clay of Kentucky, rose anid said 
he had been requested to present a petition, very 
numerously signed, by individuals embracing every 
class of the community—members of literary in- 
stitutions, authors, merchants, and, in short, all the 
classes of society—in behalf of passing an amend: 
ment to the copyright law; thatis, to extend the 
privilege of copyrighteto authors of such foreign 
countries as allowed American authors the copy- 
right there. They urged that the amendment would 
conduce greatly, not only to the encouragement of 
American literature, but at the same time, would 
be an act of justice to foreign authors. This sub- 
ject had been presented by Mr. C. at the last ses- 
sion of congress, and also early in the present one; 
it had engaged a large share of the public attentio!, 
and had oceasioned much discussion pro and col, 
and it had been itself the apparent cause of the 
publication of several books. Mr. C. would now 
take the opportunity to say that every conviction 
which had impressed him heretofore in the favor of 
this object, and which had induced him to move 
the matter, remained unshaken, and was evél 
strengthened, by all which he had since seen and 
heard. The committee had had this subject under 
their considesation for some time, and had ve!) 
properly waited that they might fully learn the 
views of all the parties concerned; but, as the ses- 
sion was now far advanced, Mr. C. felt himself at 
liberty to express the hope that the committe: 
would now report on the subject to the senate * 
some early day, and that the measure asked for 
would be passed. He moved that the memorial be 
laid on the table, and printed; which was ordere 
accordingly. : a 

Mr. Rives also presented a memorial, whieh 
said was precisely similar, and which did not re 

uire any remark from him, as it spoke ably 08 
fully foritself. He would only say that it cil 
from some of the brightest ornaments of Americ 
literature, and was entitled to every respect ie 
consideration. Laidon the table, and ordere 
be printed. : . 

Mr. Preston also presented a memorial of a wed 
ilar character, signed by different classes of pers®. 
booksellers and others. The discussion before 
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Se 
~ lic, Mr. P. said, to which the senator from Ken- 


P kv had alluded, was mainly between authors |its southern extremity, gradually widening in ex- 
aa ublishers, who had supposed themselves to | tent until it became more than a hundred miles in 
a 


“ve different interests on this subject, authors 
ae cr onaies that their interests would be sub- 
ad by an international copy-right law. The 
discussion had been of some warmth, and had run 
oat somewhat into other collateral matters. Mr. 
p believed the senate had already passed the bill 
asked for, and, as far as he could ascertain, public 
opinion was very generally favorable to it, not only 
in this country, but in all civilized foreign coun- 
tries. A distinguished member had introduced a 
pill of this kind in the British parliament, and had 
advocated it with much eloquence and ability. In 
France, also, a measure of the same kind was con- 
templated or in progress; and in Germany, where it 
was of more consequence than any where else, be- 
cause they were the most extensive makers of 
books. Mr. P. would be happy to think that the 
United States had taken the first step on this sub- 
ject, by proposing a general system for the commu- 
nity of nations, and for the literary class, who ex- 
ercised a very great control over public sentiment. 

And there could not be said to have been a more 
favorable time for the adoption of this general mea- 
cure than the present, at the moment when the 
public mind throughout the world was in a state of 
repose, was ina state of general sympathy and 
homogeneousness, and of general union on subjects 
connected with the happiness and improvement of 
mankind. This was owing to the great degree of 
universal peace, prosperity, and happiness, which 
had existed for the last twenty-five years through- 
out the civilized world—a degree greater than had 
existed before since the death of the second An- 
tonine. 

This memorial, Mr. P. said, was, to a great ex- 
tent, from booksellers and publishers, showing that 
there was now on their part a conformity with the 
opinions of American authors on this subject. Mr. 
P. moved that it be printed, and lie on the table ; 
which was ordered. 


Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial from the 
chamber of commerce of Philadelphia, stating that 
the attempt to keep the river free of ice by means 
of the icebreakers had essentially failed, and asking 
farther facilities from congres3; recommending, 
also, that New Castle be made a port of entry, that 
a winter harbor be provided for low down the river 
Delaware, and that certain piers in that river be 
repaired or constructed. Referred. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of Walter 
Johnson, asking the establishinent of a national in- 
stitution of the physical sciences as connected with 
the public service. Referred. 

Mr. Bayard presented a memorial of the society 
of friends, praying some act for the protection or 
amelioration of the condition of the Indian tribes, 
and particularly against the unnecessary prosecu- 
tion of the war in Florida. Laid on the table. 

Mr. While and Mr. Robinson presented some pa- 
pers, which were referred, the general import, even, 
of which, the reporter could not ascertain. 

After several bills for the relief of individuals had 
been reported, and ordered to a second reading, 

The bill to establish a pension agency at Monm- 
pelier, Vermont came up, and was opposed by Mr. 
Hubbard, who presented a letter to him from the 
commissioner on pensions, adverse to the object, 
which was read. 


Mr. Prentiss said, that in introducing the bill he 
had been influenced by motives of public acco:n- 
modation, and especially by a regard to the con- 
venience and interest of that class of patriotic and 
ineritorions persons who were enjoying the liber- 
ality and beneficience of the government. The bill 
had been reported by the coramittee on pensions at 
two or three successive sessions, and he had hoped 
that no opposition would be made toit. The com- 
mittee had not acted upon the supposed narrow and 
arbitrary rule, that no inore than two pension agen- 
cies shonld be established in any state. They had 
at different times reported bills establishing addi- 
tional agencies, though these bills, for the want of 
time, had not been finally acted upon. 


The bill proposed to establish a pension agency 
at Montpelier, the seat of government of Vermont, 
for the payment of pensioners residing in the coun- 
ties of Washington, Orange, Caledonia, Orleans, 
Essex, and Lamoille, counties lying north of or 
adjacent to Montpelier. No one looking to the 
feography of the state, no one casting his eye upon 
the map, could hesitate for a moment to say, with- 
out regard to any other considerations, that Mont- 
pelier, of all places in the state, was the most suit- 
able and proper one for a pension agency. It was 
central in its position, of easy access from all parts 
of the state, and especially from the several coun- 


The state was from forty to fifty miles wide at 


width on its northern frontier. There was an 
agency established on the extreme western limits, 
and also one on the extreme eastern limits, the lat- 
ter being within sixty miles of the south line of the 
state. Many pensioners in the counties mentioned 
in the bill were obliged to go from seventy to a 
hundred miles, and some a hundred and thirty or 
forty miles, to get to either of these agencies. This 
was not only a great inconvenience to the pension- 
ers, but occasioned an expense and charge to them 
to which they ought not to be subject. If the agen- 
cy provided by the bill should be established, this 
inconvenience would be removed and the expense 
now incurred in a great measure avoided. Mont- 
pelier, as already observed, was the seat of govern- 
ment. The legislature convened there early in Oc- 
tober, soon after one of the semi-annual instalments 
to pensioners becaine due; and as each town in the 
state sent a representative, pensioners might send 
and get their money without expense or inconve- 
nience. 

It was true, as had been stated by the senator 
from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hubbard,) that the se- 
cretary of war had, by law, power to establish as 
many agencies as he, in his discretion, might think 
proper, and that application might be made to him. 
But it was also true, as the senator well knew, that 
the secretary had adopted as a rule of his depart- 
ment, in order to rid himself of troublesome and 
vexatious importunities, to establish but two agen- 
cies inany one state; leaving it to the discretion of 
congress to establish more or not. It would be in 
vain, therefore, to apply to the war department, as 
two agencies already existed in Vermont. Mr. P. 
believed that the additional agency would be a great 
convenience and benefit to the pensioners residing 
in the northern part of the state, and he hoped the 
bill wonld pass. 

Mr. Swift and Mr. Clay, of Alabama, also spoke 
in favor of the bill, which was then passed, and 
sent to the other house for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Roane, the bill respecting the 
banks of the District of Columbia was taken up and 
made the special order for Friday next. 

On motion of Mr. Trotter, (who made some re- 
marks to show the urgency and propriety of the 
measure,) the senate took up the bill to extend the 
time for the commission instituted for claims under 
the Choctaw treaty, and the bill was amended as 
recommended by the committee, and ordered to a 
third reading. 

The senate then proceeded to the special order of 
the day—being the following preamble and resolu- 
tion, moved by Mr. Preston on the 4th of January, 
viz: 

Whereas the jnst and true boundary of the United 
States, under the treaty of Louisiana, extended on 
the southwest to the Rio Grande del Norte, which 
river continued to be the true boundary line until 
the territory west of the Sabine was surrendered to 
Spain by the treaty of 1819; And whereas such sur- 
render of a portion of the United States is of evil 
precedent, and of qnestionable constitutionality: 
And whereas many weighty considerations of policy 
make it expedient to re-establish the said true boun- 
dary, and to annex to the United States the terri- 
tory occupied by the state of Texas, with the con- 


Some business of minor importance was ¢ispos- 
ed of, when the bill supplementary to the acts for 
the appointment of commissioners under the 14th 
article of the treaty of 1830 with the Choctaw In- 
dians, was read a third time and passed. 

The resolution reported by Mr. White, chairman 
of the select committee on the case of Mr. Ruggles, 
declaring that there was no satisfactory evidence 
to sustain the charge made by Mr. Jones, of New 
Jersy, against the honorable John Ruggles, and 
that it was inexpedient for the senate to take any 
farther measures thereon, was taken up, and agreed 
to, without debate or dissent. 

Ou motion of Mr. Prentiss, the senate resumed 
the consideration of the bill to establish a board of 
commissioners to hear and examine claims against 
the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, the bill was so amend- 
ed as to require the special solicitor to file written 
arguments in reply to the arguments of counsel for 
claimants, not only when he should think proper, but 
when the board should require him to do so; and, 
also, prohibiting him from practising as an attorney 
in any court of law or equity in the country. 

Mr. King, who said he had not been attending to 
the adoption of these amendmeuts, moved to modify 
the bili so as to take away all discretion on this 
point, and require the solicitor to filea written argu- 
ment with the commissioners in every case. 

The general merits of the bill were now discussed 
at length, by Messrs. Norvell, Hubbard, Prentiss, 
Benton, Calhoun, Niles, Buchanan, Tipton, Bayard, 
Clay, of Alabaina, Sevier, White, and Linn. 

Mr. Bayard (Mr. King having temporarily with- 
drawn his amendment) moved to strike from the 
bill the provision for a special solicitor. 

Mr. Calhoun moved to lay the bill on the table, 
with a view to refer the whole subject to a special 
committee, who should devise and report a system 
of joint rules for the two houses, by which claims 
should be more certainly and efficiently decided by 
the two houses themselves, the claims being pre- 
sented as now and heretofore. This motion was 
negatived as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Lumpkin, Morris, Norvell, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Trotter, Wright, Young—13. 

NAYS—Messrs, Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Spence, Swift, Tipton, Wal- 
ker, White, Williams—27. 

The question recurring on Mr: Bayard’s motion 
to strike out {he whole provision for a special solici- 
tor, it was carried in the affirmative without a divi 
sion. On motion of Mr. Bayard, the number of com- 
missioners provided for by the bill was reduced 
from three to two. The provision allowing claim- 
ants to appear by counsel, was also stricken out, 
{o correspond with the want of a solicitor on the 
part of the United States. On motion of Mr. Morris 
the senate then adjourned. 

April, 26. The senate was engaged nearly all of 
to-day on the bill to create a board of commissioners 
to examine and report on claims against the United 
States. The bill was orderd to be engrossed for a 
third reading: Yeas 23, nays 15. Particulars of the 
day’s proceedings in our next. 








seut of the said state: 

Be it therefore resolved, That, with the consent of 
the said state, previously had, and whenever it can 
be effected consistently with the public faith and 
treaty stipulations of the United States, it is desir- 
able and expedient to re-annex the said territory to 
the United States. 

Mr. Preston rose and addressed the senate about 
two hours in support of the resolution. When he 
had concluded, no other member rising, the resoln- 
tion was, at the instance of Mr. P., for the pre- 


the indisposition of Mr. Walker, who, it was under. 
stood, desired to speak on it. 

The senate then took an executive session, and 
then adjourned. 

April 25. The Vice President presented a com- 
munication from the navy department, in pursu- 
ance of a senate resolution of March Ist, with a list 
of agents of the navy pension fund, copies of the in- 
structions given them, of accounts and correspon- 
dence with them, &c. Laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Hubbard presented a communication from 
the collector at Boston, in relation to certain banks 
in that city. Referred. j a 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a joint resolution authorizing the 
purchase by the United States of the island at the 
confluence of the St. Peter’s and Mississippi rivers. 





ties named in the bill. 


Read, and ordered to a second reading. 


sent, ordered to lie on the table, in consequence of 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, April 20. Among the reports made to- 
day were the following : 

Mr. Petrikin, from the committee for the District 
of Coluinbia, reported, without amendment, the 
bill to incorporate certain banks in the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. Bell, from the committee on Indian affairs, 
reported with amendments, senate bill to authorise 
the appointment of four additional clerks in the of- 
fice of the commissioner of Indian affairs. 

Mr. Randolph, from the committee of agricul- 
ture, reported a joint resolution to authorise the 
president of the United States to lease gratuitously, 
for ten years, any lot of land belonging to thie United 
States, and not included in the enclosed public lands, 
for the cultivation of the mulberry and sugar beet. 

Mr. McKay, trom the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a joint resolution authorising the 
secretary of war to purchase a site in the District of 
Columbia for a powder magazine and keeper’s house, 

Mr. Hopkins’ resolution of inquiry, as to the 
connexion of the government with the press, and 
the expediency of destroying that connexion, with 
Mr. Dromgoole’s amendment, extending that in- 
quiry to some kindred and other topics, coming up 
in order, Mr. Garland, of Virginia, commenced a 
reply to his colleague, (Mr. Dromgoole,) who had 
proposed the amendment,( which will be given, when 
finished, with the rest of the debate,) but which 
was not completed when the hour expired. 
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This day being private business day, and the 
board of claims bill being the special order, 

Mr. Cambreleng rose, and said that the public 
business required to be proceeded with immediate- 
ly. He would therefore move to postpone the pri- 
vate and special orders, and take up the unfinished 
public business. On this motion, (requiring a 
vote of two-thirds,) Mr. C. demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and the motion prevail- 
ed by the following vote: Yeas 139, nays 46.- 

The unfinished business, being the Cumberland 
road bill, was then taken up, pending Mr. Under- 
wood’s motion to recommit, with instructions; and 
the debate (to be given hereafter, in full) was con- 
tinued by Messrs. Clowney, Pickens, and Corwin. 

Mr. Casey, of illinois, then took the floor, and 
moved the previous question. Mr. Pickens moved 
to lay the bill on the table. [This motion had pre- 
cedence.] Mr. Briggs asked for the yeas and nays. 
Ordered. Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, asked 
for a call of the house. Lost. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Pickens’ 
motion, and decided in the negative by the follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Beirne, 
Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Brodhead, Cain- 
breleng, John Campbell, W. B. Carter, Chapman, 
Clowney, Coles, Connor, Crockett, Cushman, 
Dawson, Deberry, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Edwards, 
Elmore, Farrington, James Garland, James Gra- 
ham, Grantland, Graves, Griffin, Haynes, Hopkins, 
R. M. T. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jack- 
son, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Lawler, Legare, Lewis, 
Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, J. M. Mason, Martin, 
Maury, McKay, A. McClellan, Montgomery, Sam- 
uel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Owens, Paliner, 
Parker, Pennybacker, Pickens, Reily. Rencher, 
Rhett, Richardson, Robertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, 
A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, Slade, Spencer, 
Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thomp- 
son, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Underwood, Van- 
derveer, Weeks, L. Williams, S. Williams, J. W. 
Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise—85. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Al- 
Jen, John W. Allen, Anderson, Beatty, Biddle, 
Bond, Boon, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, W. B. Cal- 
houn, John Calhoon, W. B. Campbell, Casey, 
Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Coffin, Corwin. 
Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Davee, Davies, Dunn, 
Everett, Ewing, Fairfield, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Foster, Fry, Rice Garland, Goode, William Gra- 
ham, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Halstead, Hammond, 


Hamer, Harlan,Harrison, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, | 


Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Howard, W. H. Hunter, 
Ingham, Jenifer, H. Johnson, J. Johnson, Keim, 
Leadbetter, Lincoln, Logan, Marvin, 8S. Mason, 
May, Maxwell, R. MeClellan, McClure, MeKen- 
nan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Miller, Mitchell, 
Morgan, Calvary Morris. Naylor, Noyes, Og!e 


f\s 


Parmenter, Patterson, Paynter, Peck, Petrikin, | 
Phelps, Pope, Petts, Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, | 


Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Shetfer, Sibley, Snyder, 
Southgate, Taylor, Thomas, ‘Tillinghast, Titus, 
Toland, Webster, A. S. White, John White, E 
Whittlesey, J. L. Williams, Worthington, Yell, 
Yorke—109. 

The demand of Mr. Casey for the previous ques- 
tion was seconded by tellers—Ayes 91, noes 61. 

Mr. Sherrod Williams demanded the yeas and 
nays on the question ‘Shall the main question be 
now put?” Ordered. And the house decided that 
the main question should now be put—Yeas 108, 
nays 86. Mr. Montgomery, of North Carolina, 
moved an adjournment. Lost. The question re- 
curring on the engrossment of the bill, Mr. Reed 
demanded the yeas and nays. Ordered. And the 
house ordered the bill to be engrossed and read a 
third time, by the following vote: Yeas 100, nays 
95. Mr. Fillmore moved an adjournment. Lost. 
Mr. Rhett moved a call of the house. Lost. 
Next Monday, to-morrow, and this day, were nam- 
ed as the time of reading the bill the third time. 
Monday—lIcst. To morrow—lost. The Chair 
naming the question as being on to-day, Mr. Tho- 
mas moved the first Monday of May next, and on 
this he asked the yeas and nays. Mr. Rhett then 
moved an adjournment. Lost. Mr. Elmore mov- 
ed acall of the house Mr. Thompson asked for 
the yeas and nays on this motion. Ordered. Mr. 
Elmore moved an adjournment. Lost. Ayes 73, 
noes not counted, The yeas and nays were then 
taken on ordering a call of the house; and it was 
decided in the negative as follows: Yeas 62, nays 
107. Mr. Thompson moved an adjournment. Lost. 
The motion of Mr. Thomas was rejected by the 
following vote: Yeas 83, nays 95. The question 
recurring on ordering the bill to be read a third 
time this day, Mr. Chapman, of Alabama, asked 
for the yeas and nays. Lost. The honse then or- 
dered the bill to be read a third time this day. And 
the bill being read, Mr. Boon demanded the previ- 


ous question (on the passage of the bill,) which 
was seconded, and the main question was ordered 
to be put. 

Mr. Connor demanded the yeas and nays on the 
passage of the bill, which were ordered, and the 
bill was passed by the following vote : 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, 
J. W. Allen, Aycrigg, Beatty, Bund, Boon, Bor- 
den, Briggs, Bronson, John Cathoon, Casey, 
Chambers, Childs, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Cur- 
tis, Cushing, Davee, Davies, DeGraff, Dunn, Ew- 
ing, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Rice Garland, 
Goode, William Graham, Grant, Grennell, Haley, 
Halsted, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, 
Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hotiman, How- 
ard, W. H. Hunter, Ingham, Jenifer, H. Johnson, 
J. Johnson, Leadbetter, Lincoln, Marvin, Samson 
Mason, May, Maxwell, R. McClellan, McKennan, 
Menefee, Mercer, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Mor- 
gan, C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, 
Patterson, Paynter, Peck, Petrikin, Pope, Potts, 
Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Rus- 
sell, Sibley, Snyder, Southgate, Taylor, Tilling- 
hast, Titus, Toland, Webster, A. S. White, J. 
White, Elisha Whittlesey, J. L. Williams, Wor- 
thington, Yell, Yorke—96. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Beirne, 
Bell, Bicknell, Bouldin, Cambreleng, William B. 
Campbell, J. Campbell, W. B. Carter, Chapman, 
Cheatham, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Cushman, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dromgoole, Edwards, Elmore, 
Everett, Farrington, Fry, J. Garland, Graves, 
Griffin, Hawes, Haynes, Hopkins, T. B. Jackson, 
J. Jackson, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingen- 
smith, Lewis, Loomis, Lyon, Martin, Maury, 
Mckay, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Montgo- 
mery, S. W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Owens, Pal- 
mer, Pennybacker, Pickens, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, 
Richardson, Robertson, Rumsey, A. H. Shepperd, 
C. Shepard, Shields, Slade, Spencer, Stanly, Stuart, 
Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Touceyv, Towns, 
H. L. Turney, Underwood, Vanderveer, Wagener, 
Weeks, L. Williams, Sherrod Williams, J. W. 
| Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise—80. 

On motion of Mr. McKennan, the house then ad- 
journed—it being twenty minutes before 6 o’clock. 

Saturday, April 21. After several reports on 
private claims had been received, 

Mr. Lincoln, from the committee on the public 

buildings reported an amendment to the bill for 
taking down the treasury building, which was or- 
i dered to be printed. 
On motion of Mr. Chapman, the committee on 
‘the public lands were discharged from the petition 
of William Stringer; also, of the petition of the 
_Alabama legislature, for pre-emption to settlers 
| who lost their settlements by certain Indian treaties, 
and for the passage of a law authorizing entries of 
public lands in lots of 40 acres; which said peti- 
itions were severally committed to the committee 
of the whole house which have in charge bills for 
similar purposes, 

The joint resolution of the house, anthorising 
the secretary of war to purchase a site in the Dis- 
trictof Columbia for a new powder-magazine and 
keeper’s house, and the bill for the relief of J. A. 
Fleming, were severally read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Fairfield obtained leave to offer several peti- 
tions in relation to the late duel, which were refer- 
red to the select committee on that subject. 

The house then proceeded tothe unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour, which was Mr. Hopkins’ 
_resolution for separating the government from all 
connexion with the public press. 

Mr. Garland, of Virginia, resumed and concluded 
his remark on that subject; when Mr. Wise obtain- 
ed the floor, but yielded itto Mr. S. Williams, who 
moved to amend the amendment offered by Mr. 
Dromgoole to Mr. Hopkins’ resolution by appending 
thereto his own resolution on the subject of retrench- 
ment; modified, however, by omitting the words 
‘illustrious Andrew Jackson,’ and substituting 
‘‘the late president of the United States.” 

On this amendment he addressed the house, and 
had proceeded for a short time, when the morning 
hour expired, and the subject lies over, 

Mr. Thomas, of Maryland, asked the house to 
take up the motion for reconsidering the leave of 
absence from the Ist of May next of Mr. Smit, of 
Maine. 

Objection being made, he moved to suspend the 
rules, and on this motion he demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and, being taken, result- 
ed as follows: Yeas 87, nays 92. (Nota majority, 
two-thirds being necessary to carry the motion.) 

The house then proceeded to consider the calen- 
dar of private bills, and took up the bill for the re- 
lief of Dr. Philip Turner, with the amendment from 
the committee of the whole, proposing to strike out 
the enacting clause. 





| 








A motion was made by Mr. Graham, of North 
Carolina, to nake the bill appointing commissioners 
of private claims the special order of the day for 
Friday next, but it was not agreed to. : 

Mr. Petrikia moved the previous question on M; 
Turner’s bill, but it was not sustained; and the de. 
bate on the bill was re-opened, and, as before, oc. 
cupied the house for several hours. [The reagoy 
of the interest felt in this bill (beyond that ording. 
rily exhibited in regard to private bills) was that it 
involves the principle of the allowance of interest 
on the commutation pay of revolutionary officers. ) 

Mr. Huley terminated this vexed discussion by 
moving the previous question. : 

Mr. Cushman thereupon moved a call of the 
house. 

On this motion, Mr. Glascock demanded the yeas 
and nays, but the house refused to order them. 

Mr. Dawson moved an adjournment; lost, ayes 
62, noes 68, ‘i 

The previons question was then seconded—ayes 
75, noes 49, when the question on engrossing the 
bill was decided in the negative by yeas and nays, 
as follows: Yeas 75, nays 76. So the bill was je. 
jected. 

After the yeas and nays had been taken, but be- 
fore they were announced, Mr. Wise said he hia 
voted through inadvertence, being personally inte- 
rested in the question; and he requested that his 
vote be erased. 

After some hesitation, it was ordered that the 
vote be erased from the journal; not as though he 
were excused, but on the ground that he had no 
right to vote. 

Mr. Mercer made a similar request, and on the 
saine ground. Severalattempt were made to debate 
the question, which were declared to be out of or- 
der, the house having decided on it by yeas and nays, 
Mr. Mercer’s vote wes erased. 

Mr. Youcey, from the select committee on thie 
late duel, by leave, made a _ report, the considera. 
tion of which he moved should be postponed to two 
weeks from Monday next, and that it be printed, 
He said this motion was made by the unanimous 
order of the committee. 

[This report not having been ordered to be print- 
ed, the clerk of the house has, perhaps very pro- 
perly, declined to allow copies to be taken of any 
|part of it. We are enabled, however, to state 
| generally, that its conclusions are that Mr. Wise, 
/on account of his participation in the cuel, is deeply 
involved in a breach of the privileges of the house, 
and is deserving of censure by the house; that Mr. 
Jones is also involved in a breach of the privileges 
‘ol the house, and also deserving of censure. In re- 
gard to other persons, accessaries or spectators, 
|(except as follows,) the committee contents itsclt 
‘with stating facts and evidence, without recom. 
imending any action. From the Globe of Saturday 
| night, whose publishers appear to have had access 
‘to the report before it was presented to the house, 
we obtain the following quotations from the report: 

FROM THE GLOBE. . 

In relation to Mr. Graves, the recommendation Is 
in the following words: 

“The committee, therefore, viewing the breach 
of the rights and privileges of the house, on the part 
of Mr. Graves, to have been an offence of this high 
character, against the vital principle of a delibera- 
tive asseubly and of representative governuent, 
feel constrained, by a sense of duty, to present 
to the house a resolution that he be expelled there- 
from.”” 

In conclusion the report says: 

“The committee entertain no doubt that James 
| Watson Webb has been guilty of a breach of the 
privileges of the house, but they also concur unan- 
‘imously in the opinion, that if there be any real 
‘ground to believe that a conspiracy to assassinate 
actually existed, as set forth in that atrocious paper 
drawn up by him, signed by Daniel Jackson and 
William HH. Morell, sworn to by the latter, and pud- 
lished in the New York Courier and Enquirer, le 

be left to the chastisement of the courts of law and 
| public opinion, and that the house wiil consult 1's 
|own dignity and the public interests by bestowing 
| upon hii no further notice.’’] 

Mr. Grennell, in behalf of himself and Mr. Rari- 
den, members of the committee, presented a writ- 
ten statement of their views, which he asked might 
be printed with the report. E Sreet, 

Mr. Elmore, not being able to agree with either 
in the report of the majorities, asked leave to pre- 
sent in writing his views, and that this paper might 
be printed with the rest. 

Mr. Robertson said that, having understood that 
this report would probably be brought into the pamse 
to-day, he had examined the parliamentary law re- 
lating tothe subject. ‘The subject was ol import- 

ance, not merely as it related to the parties wry 
| cated, but as it bore upon the privileges of the 
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is house: The result.of his examination was acon-; The papers were then referred to the committee | ing its just limits on the other. They were of the 
sear ‘ction that it was the duty of the house to recom- | on foreign affairs: and, Opinion that the investigation was instituted sole! 
V for . “+ these reports to the select committee from| The house adjourned. ae for the maintenance of the privileges of the house. 
ila ot h they came, with instructions that, if any| [In the course of Monday’s sitting, a motion was | It was not within the province of the house of re- 
1 Mr i or members of the house should be impli- | made by Mr. Bell, that the house reconsider the | presentatives to investigate the causes which led to 
> de. ree the committee should forthwith report that | vote (75 to 76) whereby the house refused to en-|the death of one of its members, or the circum- 
» OC. fact to the house, and await its further order on the | gross and read a third time the bill for the relief of | stances which attended it, with a view to the pun- 
ason remises. He quoted Jefferson’s Manual, to show | the heirs of doctor Philip Turner, in which bill | ishment of any offender for a high crime or misde- 
lina. that such was the law of parliament as laid down | was involved the general question of interest on|meanor. That belongs. in every case, exclusively 
lat it iq that book, viz: That the committee could not commutation claims of half-pay revolutionary officers. | to the courts of law. Senators and representatives 
erest roceed astep on itsown authority when the charac- |The motion to re-consider goes over till next Fri- | are not privileged from arrest in cases of “treason, 
ers.) ter of a member of the house was involved; because | day, when it will come up when the house pro- | felony, and breach of the peace;” and it is a con- Bi 
n by it was the privilege of the house itself to take cog- | ceeds to the private orders of the day.] stitutional provision, that ‘in all criminal prosecu- . 
: nizance of the conduct of its members; and of eve- Tuesday, April 24. As soon as the journal was | tions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy } 
the ry member to have such cognizance exerted by the | read, Mr. Howard, chairman of the committee on | and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state Ag 
jouse alone. He was utterly ignorant of what| foreign affairs asked permission of the house to |and district wherein the crime shall have been com- ee 
Yeas might be the contents of the voluminous report | re-state what he had said yesterday evening, when | mitted, which district shall have been previously as- igh 
made by the committee; but whatever they might | the president’s message was read in reply to some | certained by law; and to beinformed of the nature ia 
ayes be, he hoped they would not be sent to the world | remarks which had fallen from the gentleman from | and cause of the accusation; to be confronted by ty 
: till this question should be duly considered. He Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams.) Leave being grant- | the witnesses against him; to have compulsory pro- i 
ayes therefore moved that the report and all the other) ed, Mr. H. said that the importance of the subject} cess for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and to Bi 
* the apers be laid for the present upon the table. of our relations with Mexico, and the desire which | have the assistance of counsel for his defence. a 
ays, Mr. Fillmore called for the reading of the reso- | he felt to avoid the communication of any errone- |The inquiry, therefore, is directed to one object ie 
: Te. jution, if any, which the majority of the commit- | ous information to the public, indt{ced him to re- | only—the maintenance of the privileges of the Be 
tee had reported to the house. peat what he had said, because he found, by the | house; and the question is, what, in that view, a 
be. Mr. Boon moved that the house adjourn; which | newspaper which he held in his hand, that it had | were the causes which led to the death of Mr. Cil- a 
had motion prevailing, ayes 86, not been distinctly apprehended. He was not at all ley, and the circumstances connected therewith, t 
nte- The house thereupon adjourned. surprised at this, as the noise was so great that he | and did they involve a breach of those privileges ? At 
hig Monday, April 23. The motion of Mr. Toucey, | doubted whether he ~ ree ee In pursuing this investigation, the committee a Hi 
chairman of the select committee on the subject of by the speaker. The louse was ar h ou os have examined all whose testimony, there was a hy 
the the late duel, to postpone the consideration of the | Journ when the subject came up, and the members | reason to believe, might be material; and Messrs. a if 
h he report, and to print, was discussed during the whole | WCTe beginning to disperse, ge eer ae Graves, Wise, and Jones, members of the house, an 
i no ot to-day by several members; of which discussion | The message of the soe e ae bi " re- | were permitted to attend, and to examine and cross- Hie: 
an account will be given in our next, if practica- cent attack nee the steamboat Mr rr me »Y 4 | examine the witnesses; and the same leave was ex- NG 
| the ble. No question was taken. Mexican vessel of war, and he (Mr. H.) was re- | tanded to Mr. Menelee, of the house, and to Mr. BY 
ae On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, from the commit- | ported to have said that negotiations were pending | pierce, of the senate, at their request. The entire iar 
or- | tee of ways and means, the committee of the whole | Upon this very subject. ag Hey ag pe ee mass of the testimony is now submitted as a part i @ Th 
ays, were discharged from the bill heretofore reported | had no knowledge upon this point. Bu h ak He lof this report. One witness, Daniel Jackson, of ae 
to authorize the issue of $10,000,000 in treasury did say, in reply to Be motien fe agp o Si a ithe city of New York, who was summoned to ut | 
the notes; as also from the bill reported, supplementa- | mittee to report speedily, phe this: that the bi “Y | attend, and called upon to testify, has neglected to ae | 
id ry to the act of October last, authorizing the issue | which had occurred in reporting upon the i obey the requisition, though he appeared before the jal 
two of $10,000,000 in treasury notes; and these bills of Mexico was not accidental aay rye fT © | committee, and interrogatories were put to him; Pi 
ted. were recommitted to the committee of ways and|reason was this. In November last the | extean | but, from the position in which he stood, and the pa 
lous means. And thereupon, tainister had informed the government of the Unit- | gicsclosures of another witness, it was not thought He) 
Mr. Cambreleng, fiom the committee uf ways | ed States, when he annouced the rejection of sone | worth the time or attention of the house or of the aE |: 
‘int- and means, reported a new bill in the following few of the claims which had been presented to it, | committee to notice him further. oe 
pro words: that as soon as the other claims could be examined | “pHo Jate Jonathan Cilley, a member of the , i 
al A bill to carry into effect an act approved the 12th day | the decision upon aac age be Bg ny ng let house from the state of Maine, fell by the hand of “4 ‘' 
tate of October, 1837, “to authorize the issuing of treasury | The committee were willing to wait for this deci- | witjiam J. Graves, a member of the house from : 
ise, notes.” sion as long as the nature of the case would admit; | the state of Kentucky, in a duel fought with rifles, 
‘ply Be it enacted by the senate and house of ‘representatives |and it was clear that the more this time was ex- | near the boundary line between the District of 
use, of the United States of America in congress assembled, | tended the greater was the chance of restoring ati- | Gojymbia and the state of Maryland, on Saturday 
Mr. That the secretary of the treasury, with the approba-| cable relations between the two governments, in |p, 24th of February last ’ 
ES tion of the president of the United States, is hereby au- | case the government of Mexico was inclined to re-| | ah 5s aay 
Te- thorized to cause treasury notes to be issued, according | sture them. This was all that he had said; and The cases which led to his death are intimately 
ors, to the provisions of an act entitled “an act to authorize upon this statement the gentleman from Massachu- connected with the proceeding of this house. On 
self the issuing of treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day setts withdrew his motion to instruct the commit- the 12th of February Mr. Wise, of Virginia, pre- 
hg of October last, in place of such notes as have been, or ily sented to the house a publication in the New York i 
~l may be, issued under the authority of the act aforesaid, Th " P0ns Wii. ts tanita toe tab Courier and Enquirer, charging a member of con- j 
Gay and which have been, or may hereafter be, paid into "he motion of Mr, Loucey, to postp ' vee’ | anae cate ti ahs Hindle taf : 
"ESg hh nik “te weeks and to print the reports of the select commit- | STESS Wit) Corruption upon the authority of an 4 
7 the treasury and cancelled. ; : age a cima », | anonymous writer under the signature of “the S fF 
Ise, This bill was twice read. and committed to the |tee upon the subject of the late duel, being under |‘ “ v0 z py 4; 
, 2 cas dae Baty ‘ine precedence. as aprivi-. |'% Washington;” and thereupon moved a resolu- ih 
ort: committee of the whole house on the state of the | consideration, (and having precedence, as a] ltion for tl f 3 
union, leged question,) came up in order; and was further | erie Ol 1€ ba ae - a se ae committee, H 
n is The Chair laid before the house the following: | discussed by several gentlemen, all of whose remarks | sede ad oi mes Me W a Ae ger Pe i 
To the house of representatives of the United States: will be oie ie grr Tt sti { postnon- | Character of the authority upon which the charge 4 
ach In compliance with the resolution of the house of Wy ednesday, April 25. ne question oF postpon Pipers ‘a vonched Ser: ae. taaneetaniadenl h » 1 
vart representatives of the 16th instant, relative to an attack | ing and printing the report of the select committee, tet a , Mem - “4 — a — authen.- ib 
igh onthe steamboat Columbia, in the gulf of Mexico, by | and the separate reports offered by members of the | h y the —s * 0 ad th 4” nqulrer, mn : 
rae a Mexican armed vessel, I transmit a report from the | committee, together with the proposition of Mr, ;¥hose paper it appears, and the house is called 
ont, secretary of state, to whom the resolution was referred. | Robertson to refer the whole subject to a committee | UPon to defend its honor and dignity against the 
ent M. VAN BUREN. | of privileges, with instructions to report as to the charge. 
Te Washington, April 23, 1833. steps to be taken by the house with regard thereto, | Mr. Cilley addressed the house in opposition to 
To the President of the United States: was farther discussed to-day by Messrs. Slade, Fos- | the resolution. In the course of the debate «he 
The secretary of state, to whom was referred a reso- | fer, Fletcher, Toucey, Wise, Thomas, Graves, Grant-|said he knew nothing of this editor, but if it 
nes lution of the hou-e of representatives of the 16th in- land, Bell, Pennybacker, and Sergeant, whose re-| was the same editur who had ‘once made grave 
the stant, requesting the president to communicate to that | marks will be given hereafter. charges against an institution of this country, and 
an- house, if notincompatible with the public ‘reggae Mr. Boon then moved the reading of the report. | afterwards was said to have received facilities to the 
eal ee ye may swan’ sep ee le peso Mr. Fillmore asked for the reading of the testi- amount of some $52.000 from the same instittition, 
ate upon thé stosenbous Coldnitite, bearing the flag of the | mony. ; ; and gave it his hearty support, he did not think his 
per Inited States, in the gulf of Mexico, has the honor to| Mr. Bell protested against the reading. The | charges were entitled to much credit in an A:weri- 
yd report that no information on this subject (except | pending question was not merely the disposition of can congress.”” These words, spoken by Mr. Cil- 
ab- through the newspapers) has been received at this de- | the report, but one touching the recularity of the ley in debate, were strictly in order, were pertinent 
ie partment. Respectfully submitted. proceedings of the committee. _ _to the subject under discussion, and “did not ex- 
ind JOHN FORSYTH. The Chair decided it to be the right of a member | ceed the bounds and limits of his place and duty;” 
its Department oF Strate, Washington, April 23, 1838. | to have the report read he was called upon to vote on. | and though they implied a doubt inconsistent with 
ing Mr. Adams moved to refer it to the committee on The Clerk having been directed to proceed, read | unblemished honor and character in the person al- 
foreign affairs, with instructions to report upon the | as follows: é luded to, yet Mr. Cilley was justified in the use of 
ri Subject forthwith. It was now five months since | The committee appointed to investigate the causes | them, by a report of a committee of the house of 
rit. the president of the United States recommended! which led to the death of the hon. Jonathan Cilley, | representatives, appointed on the 14th of March, 
ht War against Mexico, and nothing had yet been| Jale a member of the house of representatives, and | 1832, to inspect the books and examine into the pro- 
heard from the committee on the subject. the circumstances connected therewith, and to in- | ceedings of the Bank of the United States. An ex. 
er Mr. Howard explained that the reason of this quire whether there has been, in the case alluded to, | tract from the report, made by the majority of the 
ree delay was, that negotiations were pending on this a breach of the privileges of the house, and to whom committee, and published by order of the house 
sht very subject: and the longer the committee delayed were referred sundry memorials upon the subject, | of representatives, is hereunto annexed, in which 
reporting, the stronger was the probability of an| now ask leave lo submit their it is stated that, «for sixteen months” the New 
hat ainicable arrangement of the affairs between the REPORT: | York Courier and Enquirer “was warmly opposed” 
ise two nations. In discharging the trust committed to them by | to the Bank of the United States; that on the 26th 
re- _ Mr. Adams said he had thought that all negotia- | the house of representatives, the committee have of March, 1831, and within fess than nine months 
rt- tions were broken off. He was glad to hear that}endeavored implicitly to obey its order, neithe- | thereafter, the bank made three loans, amounting 
li- they were going on: and would withdraw his mo-| stopping short, on the one hand, of the ful! mea-|*to the sum of $52,975, which consisted of notes 
he tion to instruct. sure of the duty imposed upon them, nor transcend- | drawn and endorsed by the editors only;” and that 
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*‘on or about the 8th of April, 1831, it (the paper,) {when you remarked that this course on my part 


might place you in an unpleasant situation, I stated 
to you, and now repeat, that I intended, by the re- 


changed its course in favor of the bank.” 


It was in relerence to the facts contained in this 
report, and published to the world by order of the 
house of representatives, that Mr. Cilley spoke 
the words, which had been already recited; and for 
thus alluding to facts put forth in the published 
documents of the body of which he wasa inember, 
he was called in question by the editor of the New 
York Courier and Enquirer. James Watson Webb, 
on the 21st of February last, addressed a note to 


him, reciting those words, apprizing him that th 


writer of it was the editor of that paper, and con- 
cluding with a demand of explanation, couched in 


very explicit terms. 


Gadsby’s Hotel, 
Washington, February 21, 1838. 


Sir: In the Washington Globe of the 12th in- 
stant, you are reported to have said, in the course 
of the debate which took place in the house of re- 
presentatives on that day, growing out of a publica- 
tion made in the New York Courier and Enquirer 
—‘He (you) knew nothing of this editor; but if it 
was the same editor who had once made grave 
charges against an institution of this country, and 
afterwards was said to have received facilities to 


the amount of some $52,000 from the saine institu 


tion, and gave it his hearty support, he did not 
think his charges were entitled to much credit in an 


American congress.” 


I deem it my duty to apprize you, sir, that I am 
the editor of the paper in which the letter from the 
“Spy in Washington,” charging a member of con- 
gress with corruption, was first published; and the 
object of this communication is to inquire of you 


whether I am the editor to which you alluded, and 


‘ : whys > 2. | ‘SiR: Your note of this date has just been placed 
if so, to ask the explanation which the character I regret that mine of yesterday was 


of your remarks renders necessary. 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


J. Warson WEsB. 
To the Hon. Jonathan Cilley. 


This demand of explanation, under the circum- 
stances which existed, was not susceptible of mis- 
interpretation, and, the sequel proves, was not mis- 
Mr. Graves was the bearer of this 
note, having read it, and being fully apprized of its 
contents, and tendered it to Mr. Cilley, in the ball 
of the house of representatives, while the house was 
Mr. Cilley declined to receive it, and 
thereupon a brief correspondence ensued, which 
terminated in the challenge and death of Mr. Cil- 
The first note ot 
Mr. Graves was delivered by himself to Mr. Cilley, 
j note of 
Webb, that is, on Wednesday, the 21st of Fe- 
bruary, 1838, and should have borne that date. It is 


understood. 


in session. 


ley by the bearer of this note. 
on the same day on which he’ bore the 
as follows: 


House of Representatives, February 20, 1838. 
In the interview which I had with you this morn: 


ing, when you declined receiving from me the note 
of colonel J. W. Webb, asking whether you were 
correctly reported in the Globe in what you are 
there represented to have said of him in this house, 
on the 12th instant, you will please say whether 
you did not remark, in substance, that in declining 
to receive the note, you hoped I would not consider 
it, in any respect, disrespectful to me; and that the 
grounc on which you rested your declining to re- 
That you could 
not consent to get yourselfinto personal difficulties 


ceive the note was distinctly this: 


with conductors of public journals, for what you 


might think proper to say in debate upon this floor, 
in discharge of your duties as a representative of 


the people; and that you did not rest your objec- 
tion, in our interview, upon any personal objections 
to colonel Webb as a gentleman. 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
W.J. GRAVEs. 
Hon. Jonathan Cilley. 

{t will be observed that the note which Mr. 
Graves bore, is described by him as the note of colo- 
nel J. W. Webb, asking whether Mr. Cilley was 
correcily reported in the Globe, in what he was 
there represented lo have said in the house of repre. 
sentatives, on the 12th instant. But it willbe per- 
ceived that the note itself, though it is thus descri- 
bed by Mr. Graves whenever he speaks of it after- 
wards, does not contain that inquiry. 

Mr. Cilley, on the same day, personally delivered 
to Mr. Graves the following note in reply: 

House of Representatives, February 21, 1838. 

The note which you just placed in my hands has 
been received. In reply, I have to state that in 
your interview with me this morning, when you 
»roposed to deliver a communication from colonel 
Webb, of the New York Courier and Enquirer, I 
declined to receive it, becanse I chose to be drawn 
into no controversy with him. I neither affirmed 
or denied any thing in regard to his character; but 


fusal, no disrespect to you. 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


Jona. CILLEY. 
Hon. W. J. Graves. 


accompanying its delivery with an expression of th 


painful to him. Mr. Cilley remarked that the not 
should be attended to. Itis as follows: 


House of Representatives, February 22, 1838. 
cient. 
sonally as a gentleman. 


as @ gentleman or a man of honor. 
answer is expected. 
Very respectfully, 


Wma. J. GRAVEs. 
Hon. J. Cilley. 


Mr. Cilley, on the same day, returned the follow 
ing reply, by Mr. Duncan, of Ohio: 


House of Representatives, February 22, 1838. 


in my hands. 
unsatisfactory to you; but I cannot admit the righ 


further response to it. 
Very respectfuily, 


Jona. CILLeEy. 
Hon. W. J. Graves. 


minutes before 12 o’clock, M. achallenge from Mr 
Graves. 


Washington cily, Feb. 23, 1838. 


which is recognized among gentlemen. 


the arrangements suitable to the occasion. 


Your obedient servant, 


Wo. J. Graves. 
Hon. J. Cilley. 


the challenge: 
Washingion cily, Feb. 23, 1838. 


suitable to the oceasion.”’ 
Your obedient servant, 


Jona. CILLEY. 
Hon. IV. J. Graves. 


proposition to Mr. Wise: 


Washington, Feb. 23, 1333. 
Str: Mr, Cilley proposes to meet Mr. Graves, at 
such place as mav be agreed upon between us, to- 
morrow, at 12 o’clock, M. 


placed side to side at eighty yards distance from 
each other; to hold the rifles horizontally at arm’s 
length, downwards; the rifles to be cocked, and 
triggers set; the words to be, *‘Gentlemen, are you 
ready?” After which, neither answering ‘No,” 
the word shall be, in recular succession, “*Fire— 
one, two, three, four.”” Neither party shall fire be- 
fore the word “fire,’? nor after the word ‘four.”’ 
The positions of the parties at the ends of the line 
to be determined by lot. The second of the party 
losing the position shall have the giving of the 
word. The dress to be ordinary winter clothing, 
and subject to the examination of both parties. 
Each party may have on the ground, besides his 
second, a surgeon, and two other friends. The se- 
conds, for execution of their respective trusts, 
are allowed to have a pair of pistols each on the 
ground, but no other person shall have any weapon. 
The rifles to be loaded in the presence of the se- 
conds. Should Mr. Graves not be able to procure 


| 





. On Thursday, the day following, Mr. Graves 
sent his second note to Mr. Cilley, which was de- 
e | liverec to him in his seat, during the session of the 
house, by Mr. Menefee, of Kentucky, the latter 


hope that Mr. Cilley would perceive the propriety aan Le 
of relieving Mr. Graves from a position which was I will inform you, sir, by the hour of 11 0 clock, 


Sir: Your note of yesterday, in reply to nine of 
that date, is inexplicit, unsatisfactory, and insuffi- 
Among other things in this, that, in your 
declining to receive colonel Webb’s coinmunica- 
tion, it does not disclaim any exception to him per- 
L I have, therefore, to in- 
quire whether you declined to receive his communica- 
tion on the grond of any personal exception to him 
A categorical 


on your part to propound the question to which you 
ask a categorical answer, and therefore decline any 


On Friday, the 23d of February, Mr. Wise pre- 
sented to Mr. Cilley, at his boarding house, a few 


As you have declined accepting a communica- 
tion which I bore to you from colonel Webb, and 
as by your note of yesterday you have refused to 
decline on grounds which would exonerate me from 
all responsibility growing out of the affair, I am left 
no other alternative but to ask that satisfaction 
My friend, 
hon. Henry A. Wise, is authorized by me to inake 


On the evening of the same day, about the hour 
of five o’clock, P. M. Mr. Jones, the delegate from 
Wisconsin, delivered to Mr. Graves, in the room of 
Mr. Wise, and in his presence, an acceptance of 


Your note of this morning has been received. My 
friend, general Jones, will “‘make the arrangements 


Mr. Jones immediately submitted the following 


The weapons to be 
used on the occasion shall be rifles; the parties 





a rifle by the time prescribed, tiie shal] be ieees 
for that purpose, 
Your very obedient servant, 


Gue,.W. Jonrs 
Hon. Henry A. Wise. 


About nine o’clock, P. M. Mr. Wise replied: 

Washington, Feb. 23, 1838 
Sir: The terms arranging the meeting betweey 
Mr. Graves and Mr. Cilley, which you presented 
to me this evening, though unusual and objection. 
able, are accepted; wiih the understanding that the 
rifles are to be loaded with a single ball, and tha 
e | neither party is to raise his weapon f.om the down. 

_| ward horizontal position until the word “fire,” 
A. M. to-morrow, whether Mr. Graves has been 
able to procure a rifle, and, consequently, whethe; 


he will require a postponement of the jtime of 
meeting. ) 


e 


Your very obedient servant, 


Henry A. Wisk. 
Hon. Geo. W. Jones. 


At 8 o’clock, A. M. on the 24th, Mr. Jones left 

at Mr. Wise’s room the following note, to wit; 
Washington city, D. C. Feb. 24. 1838. 

Sir: I will receive, at Dr. Reilly's, on F street, 
any communication you may see proper to make 
ine, until 11 o’clock, A. M. to-day. 

Respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


Gro. W. Jones, 
Hon. H. A. Wise. 


Dr. Reilly’s, F street, 
February 24, 1838, 10 o'clock, A, M. 

Srr: I have called at this place, in conformity 
with your note of this morning, to inform you that 
Mr. Graves has not as yet been able to procurea 
t| rifle and put it in order, and cannot be ready at 12 

o’clock, M. to-day. He is desirous, however, to 
have the meeting to-day, if possible. and T will in. 
form you by half-past 12 o’clock, M. to-day, what 
time to procure and prepare a weapon he will re- 
quire. 

Very respectfully, &c. 


Henry A, WIskE. 
Hon. Geo. W. Jones. 


‘ Afterwards, Mr. Jones left at Mr. Wise’s room 
the following note, to wit: 
Washington, 103 4. M. 
February 24, 1838. 
Your note, dated 10 o’clock to-day, is received. 
In reply, I have the pleasure to inform you that | 
have in my possession an excellent rifle, in good 
order, which is at the service of Mr. Graves. 
Very respectfully, &e. 
Gro. W. Jones. 
Hon. H..4. Wise. 


Afterwards, Mr. Jones sent to Mr. Wise’s room 
the following note, to wit: 

Washington, February 24, 1838, 11 4. M. 
Str: Through the politeness of my friend, Dr. 
Duncan, I now tender to you, for the use of Mr. 
Graves, the rifle referred to in my note of 104 A. 
M, this morning. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Geo. W. Jones. 
Hon. H. 4. Wise. 


And with this note a rifle and powder-flask, and 
balls, were left at Mr. Wise’s room. 

The 1ifle was procured by Mr. Jones, and sent 
by him to Mr. Wise, in accordance with a previcus 
request of Mr. Wise, or in consequence of a col- 
versation between them. Mr. Jones says it w2s 
in strict accordance with the request of Mr. Wise: 
and Mr. Wise says he had a conversation with Mr. 
Jones upon the subject, requested Mr. Jones fo 1- 
form him where one could be obtained, and has 10 
doubt that it was in consequence of this conversa- 
tion that Mr. Jones sent the rifle, and that he acted 
with the best motive in sending it. 

Mr. Wise having received the last note, called on 
Mr. Jones, and informed him that Mr. Graves 
had procured another rifle, and would be ready 
for the meeting at three o’clock, P. M. The parties 
met by arrangement on the road to Marlboroug!, 
in Maryland. Mr. Cilley was accompanied by his 
second, Mr. Jones, by Mr. Bynum of North Caro- 
lina, and colonel James W. Schaumburg, 48 his 
friends, and by doctor Duncan, of Ohio, as his ut 
geon. Mr. Graves was attended by Mr. Wise, 4S 
his second, by Mr. Crittenden, senator from Ken- 
tucky, and Mr. Menefee, of Kentucky, as is 
friends, and by Dr. Foltz, of this city, as his sur 
geon; and all proceeded thence about 2 o'clock, 
P. M. to the place of meeting. Mr, Jones and Mr. 
Wise immediately marked off the ground. The 
line of fire was at right angles with the rays of the 
sun. The choice of positions fell by lot to on 
Wise, and Mr. Jones had the giving of the wore: 
Mr. Wise chose the position at the northwesterly 
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vd of the line. The distance was about ninety- | 
e 


here was astrong wind falling on the 
ad yore st be angle of wit) forty-five degrees 
line 01 Mr. Cilley. The position of Mr. Graves 
eget a wood, partly sheltered by it, and that of 
Gilley was on higher ground, and in the open 
‘ Ml The calibre of Mr. Graves’ rifle was nearly 
i a as large as that of Mr. Cilley’s, and would 
ties 4 ball of about eighty to the pound; while 
pn ifle of Mr. Cilley would receive a ball] of about 
the Tyundred and thirty-two to the pound. Mr. 
viahell and Mr. Hawes, both members of the 
ee from Kentucky, were at some distance off as 
. ctators. Mr. Wise had two rifles on the ground, 
. of which, not being loaded, remained by con- 
yon” in one of the carriages. The hack drivers 
were on the ground; ard two other persons (Grafton 
Powell and James F. Brown) were present, with- 
out the consent of either party or their friends. 


Shortly after three o’clock, P. M. the parties ex- | 


changed shots, according to the terms of meeting. 
Mr. Cilley fired first, before he had fully elevate 
his piece; and Mr. Graves fired one or two seconds 
afterwards. Both missed. Mr. Graves could not 
have reserved his fire, had he been disposed to do so. 
The friends assembled at the request of Mr. 
Wise, and Mr. Jones inquired of Mr. Wise whether 
his friend, Mr. Graves, was satisfied? Mr. Wise 
immediately said: ‘Mr, Jones, these gentlemen 
have come here without animosity towards each 
other; they are fighting merely upon a point of 
honor; cannot Mr. Cilley assign some reason for 
not receiving at Mr. Graves’ hands colonel Webb’s 
communication, or make some disclaimer which 
will relieve Mr. Graves from his position?” Mr. 
Jones replied: ‘*While the challenge is impending, 
Mr. Cilley can make no explanations.” Mr. Wise 
eid: “The exchange of shots suspends the chal- 
lenze, and the challenge is suspended for explana- 
tion.” Mr. Jones, thereupon, went to Mr. Cilley 
and returned; and after a few words in regard to 
putting in writing what had been and might be 
said, Mr. Jones proceeded tosay: ‘*I am authorized 
by my friend, Mr. Cilley, to say, that in declining 


to receive the note from Mr. Graves, purporting to; 


be from colonel Webb, he meant no disrespect to 
Mr. Graves, because he entertained for him then, 
ashe now does, the highest respect and the most 
kind feelings; but that he declined to receive the 
note, because he chose not to be drawn into any 
controversy with colonel Webb,” or, ‘he refuses 
todisclaiin disrespect for colonel (Webb, because 
he does not choose to be drawn into an expression 
of opinion as to him.” Both expressions were 
used inthe course of the conversation. After acon- 
sultation on each side, Mr. Wise said to Mr. Jones, 
“This answer leaves Mr. Graves precisely in the 
position in which he stood when the challenge was 
sent.” From an examination of the evidence, it 
will be perceived that, although the language made 
use of by the persons present, in uairating what 
passed on this occasion, is not the same, there is yet 
no substantial difference between them. Mr. Cilley 
re-asserted the ground which he had assnmed in 
the correspondence; that he declined to receive the 


so to be understood, but acquiesced with Mr. 
Wise and Mr. Menefee in insisting that the fight 
should go on, unless Mr. Cilley would make’ the 
concession which had been demanded. Accord- 
ingly the challenge was renewed, and the parties 
resumed their position, and again exchanged shots 
in the manner prescribed by the terms of meeting. 
Mr. Graves fired first, before he had fully elevated 
his piece; Mr. Ciiley fired about two seconds after- 
wards. They both missed. Mr. Cilley could not 
have reserved his fire had he been disposed to do 
so. Mr. Jones, Mr. Bynum, Mr. Schaumburg, doc- 
tor Foltz, Mr. Wise, and Mr. Fuller, thought, from 
the motions and appearance of Mr. Graves, that he 
was hit. Heat once said, ‘‘I must have werrineyh 





ly, and repeatedly insisted upon another shot.” 


said, ‘‘Mr. Wise, my friend, in coming tothe ground 
to the world that, in declining to receive the note 
of colonel Webb, he did not do so because he 
dreaded a controversy. He has shown himself a 
brave man, and disposed to render satisfaction to 
Mr. Graves. I do think that he has done so, and 
that the matter should end here.” Mr. Wise re- 
plied, in substance: “Mr. Jones, Mr. Cifley has al- 
ready expressed his respect for Mr. Graves, in the 
wrilten correspondence, and Mr. Graves does not re- 
quire of Mr. Cilley a certificate of character for 
colonel Webb; he considers himself bound not on- 
ly to preserve the respect due to himself, but to 
defend the honor of his friend, colonel Webb. Mr. 
Graves only insists that he has not borne the note 
of a man who is not a tnan of honor and not a gen- 
tleman.”? The challenge was again renewed, and 
while the friends were loading the rifles, Mr. Wise 


Mr. Jones “if Mr. Cilley could not assign the rea- 
son for declining to receive the note of colonel 
Webb, that he [Mr. Cilley] did not hold himself 
accountable to colonel Webb for words spoken in 
debate?” Mr. Jones replied, that “*“Mr. Cilley 
would not assign that reason, because he did not 
wish to be understood as expressing the opinion 
whether he was or was not accountable for words 
spoken in debate.”?’ Mr. Wise thenasked Mr. Jones 
whether “*Mr. Cilley would not say that, in declin- 
ing to receive the note of colonel Webb, he meant 
no disrespect to Mr. Graves, either direcily or indi- 
reclly?” To which Mr. Jones replied affirmative- 
ly, adding, “Mr. Cilley entertains the highest re- 
spect for Mr. Graves, but declined to receive the 
note because he chose to be drawn into no contro- 
versy with colonel Webb.” Mr. Jones says that 
Mr. Wise took no exception to this answer, but 
continued to require other concessions, as stated, 
to be made. Mr. Wise says that in making that 
proposition he went beyond his instructions; and 
that the proposition and the response to it were not 
| communicated to Mr. Graves, but were communi- 
cated both to Mr. Graves and to Mr. Menefee. Mr. 
Crittenden says he does not remember to have 
heard them, nor to have heard of them, during the 





note of Webb, because he chose to be drawn into; progress of the contest, and that he does not re- 
no controversy with him; that he refused to dis- | member to have given any advice or opinion upon 
claim any personal exception to Webb asa gentle-| them. Mr. Menefee remembers the proposition 
man or man of honor, because he would neither af- | and reply, and positively or by acquiescence gave 


firm nor deny any thing in regard to his cha- 


the advice that the reply, thus qualified, was but a 


racter; and that in declining to receive the demand | reiteration, in substance, of the original ground as- 
of explanation, he had intended no disrespect to| sumed by Mr. Cilley, and held to be inadmissible 


Mr. Graves. Mr. Cilley even went farther, and de-| by Mr. Graves. 


Mr. Wise had in his possession, 


clared that he entertained for him the highest respect | on the ground, three written propositions, neither 
and the most kind feelixgs. The position of Graves | of which was exhibited, nor their substance sub- 
Was, therefore, not changed, except so far as the} mitted, in any other manner than as before stated. 


peril of life by Mr. Cilley in defence of his own 


Mr. Jones, Mr. Bynum, Mr. Schaumburg, Dr. 


Position, and the subsequent voluntary avowal of| Duncan, and Dr. Foltz, now objected, in the strong- 
the highest respect and the most kind feelings for| est language, against the further prosecution of the 
the individual who had put him in jeopardy, may | contest, and insisted that it should now cease, and 


be supposed to have changed it. 


that Mr. Graves should declare himself satisfied. 


Mr. Crittenden says, that it was now “urged on| Mr. Crittenden was understood again, by nearly all 
the part of Mr. Graves, that Mr. Cilley ought to| present, to concur in these views; but it appears, 
make some such explanation or declaration as had | from his testimony, that he acquiesced in the views 


been proposed, for the satisfaction of Mr. Graves;|}of Mr. Wise and Mr. Menefee. 


They insisted 


while on the part of Mr. Cilley it was urged that} that the fight should go on, unless Mr. Cilley would 
it. Graves ought to be satisfied with the exchange | make the concessions which were demanded; ei- 
of shots, without any such explanation or declara-| thera direct disclaimer of any personal exception 
tion.” All the friends of Mr. Cilley urged that| to James Watson Webb, as a gentleman and a man 
“ir. Graves should now be satisfied, and that the | of honor, in declining to receive his note, or an in- 
affair should now terminate, without requiring | direct disclaimer, by placing the refusal to receive 
rom Mr, Cilley any further concession beyond | it upon the ground of privilege; both of which Mr. 


“th 


what he had already made. Doctor Foltz said he| Cilley, in the correspondence and throughout the 
ought the affair should end here; that there was| affair upon the field, had refused to do, and, per- 


no personal ill feelings between the parties; that| sisting in it, had twice received the fire of his an- 


they had 


cu 





proved themselves men of honor and | tagonist. 
yolrage; and that Mr. Cilley’s opinion of colonel 

ebb could not be changed by the further exchange 
*t shots or the receipt of wounds.” Mr. Critten- 





The seconds and friends again assembled, and\or to pledge his word of honor to 
the challenge was again withdrawn. Mr. Jones| meeting before Mr. Graves; and, if Mr. Cilley 


and Mr. Jones walked apart, and Mr. Wise asked | 


will entertain the proposition.” Mr. Graves had 
directed Mr. Wise, if they missed repeatedly, to 
prevent a prolongation of the affair by proposing 
closer quarters; in consequence of which, Mr. Wise 
made the proposition, which would have aggravat- 
ed the severity of the terms. he rifles being 
loaded, the parties resumed their stations, and fired 
the third time, very nearly together. Mr. Cilley 
was shot through the body. fle dropped his rifle, 
beckoned to one near him, and said to him, “I am 
shot,”’ put both his bands to his wound, fell, and in 
two or three minutes expired. 

Early in theday on which he fell, an agreement 
was entered into between James Watson Webb, 
Daniel Jackson, and William H. Morell, to arm 


shot.” Mr. Wise says, ‘‘he positively, peremptori- | themselves, repair to the room of Mr. Cilley, and 


force him to fight Webb with pistols on the spot, 
ive Webba 


would do neither, to shatter his right arm. 


They 


and exchanging shots with Mr. Graves, has shown ‘accordingly took measures to ascertain whether 


Mr. Cilley was at his lodgings; and finding that he 
was not, they proceeded, well armed, to Bladens- 
burg, where it was said the duel between Mr. 
Graves and Mr. Cilley was to take place. Before 
arriving there, it was agreed between Webb, Jack- 
son, and Morell, that Webb should approach Mr. 
Cilley, claim the quarrel, insist on fighting him, 
and assure him that if he aimed his rifle at Mr. 
Graves, he [Webb] would shoot him [Mr. Cilley] 
on the spot. It was supposed by them that Mr. 
Graves or Mr. Wise, or some of the party, would 
raise a weapon at Webb, whereupon it was agreed 
that Webb should instantly shoot Mr. Cilley, and 
that they should then defend themselves in the best 
way they could. Not finding the parties at Bla- 
_densburg, they followed in pursuit to the old maga- 
| zine, and thence to the shore of the Potomac, near 
the arsenal, at Greenleaf’s point, whence, it being 
after 3 o’clock, P. M. they returned to the city, to 
await the result. ‘It is unnecessary to add,” say 
they, in a statement drawn up by Webb, signed by 
Jackson and .Morell, and published in the New 
York Courier and Enquirer, “what would have 
ibeen the course of colonel Webb, if Mr. Graves, 
Instead of Mr. Cilley, had been injured. Suffice it 
to say, that it was sanctioned by us; and however 
|tnuch we deplored it, we could not doubt but the 
extraordinary position in which he would have 
|been placed would have warranted the course de- 
termined upon.” It is difficult to imagine what is 
here darkly shadowed forth, if it be not that, had 
Mr. Cilley survived the encounter with Mr. Graves, 
and had the latter suffered in it, it would then have 
been the fate of Mr. Cilley to have encountered an 
assassin. 

Such were the material facts and circumstances 
which attended the death of Mr. Cilley. Thecom- 
mittee, entertaining the opinion that the cause of 
the challenge was the cause of the death of Mr. 
_Cilley, have scught for it where it should be found 
in the most authentic form, in the correspondence 
of the parties. 

Mr. Cilley declined to receive the note of Mr. 
Webb, because he ‘‘chose to be drawn into no con- 
troversy with him.” He placed his refusal to re- 
ceive a demand for explanation of the words spo- 
ken by him in debate solely on the ground of his 
own voluntary election, without assigning any other 
reason. “He chose to be drawn into no controversy” 
with Webb. He declared, at the same time, that 
he neither affirmed nor denied any thing in regard 
to Webb’s character, in declining to receive the 
note. He declared further, that he had before 
stated, and now repeated, that he intended by the 
refusal no disrespect to Mr. Graves, and that he had 
said this only in reply to aremark of Mr. Graves, 
that this course might place him in an unpleasant 
situation. 

Mr. Graves, in his second note, takes but one 
exception to this first note of Mr Cilley. ‘It does 
not disclaim any exception to him (Webb) per- 
sonally as a gentleman.” He says: ‘Your note of 
yesterday, in reply to mine of that date, is inexpli- 
cit, unsatisfactory, and insufficient; among other 
things is this—that, in your declining to receive 
colonel Webb’s communication, it does not disclaim 
any exception to him, personally, as a gentleman.” 
“IT have, therefore,” he adds, ‘‘to inguire whether 
you declined to received his communication on the 
ground of any personal exception to him as a gen- 
tleman ora man of honor? A categorical answer 
is expected.” 

Mr. Cilley, in his second note, regrets that his 
first was unsatisfactory, but cannot admit the right 
of Mr. Graves to propound the question, and, there- 

















mmediately previous to the last exchange of | fore, he declines any further response to it. 
shots, Mr. Wise said to Mr. Jones, “If this matter 
is not terminated this shot, and is not settled, I will 
*n was understood, by nearly all present, to con- | propose to shorten the distance.” To which Mr. 
Cin these views, though it seems he did not intend 


It is difficult to conceive that Mr. Graves, upon 
this correspondence of Mr. Cilley, could have chal- 
lenged him for intending disrespect to Mr. Graves; 





ones replied, “After this shot, without effect, I) for any such intention was positively disclaimed, 
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and, as appears, in a most unexceptionable and : 
courteous manner, in reply to a suggestion of his | Aud declined to receive the demand for explunation of 
own, which called for. it; or for affirming or deny- | the words spoken by hiin in debate, because he chose lo 
ing any thing in regard to the character of Webb, in| 6e drawn into no controversy with Webb, and thai he 
declining to receive his note; for any such affirma- | would assign no other reason; and while, on the other 
tion or denial is alsodisclaimed, in equatly positive | hand, it was insisted for Mr. Graves that he con- 
terms. Mr. Cilley had declined to receive a call| sidered himself bound not only to preserve the re- 
froin James Watson Webb, for explanation of words | spect due to himself, but to defend the honor of 
spoken in debate in the house of representatives, | Ais friend, colonel Webb, and that he only insisted 
and had put his refusal solely on the ground that | ‘that he had not borne the note of a man who was nol 
he chose to be drawn into no controversy with hiui; | @ man of honor and not a gentleman,” Mr. Cilley re- 
but he is pressed further, and interrogated beyond | plied affirmatively toa proposition submitted on the 
this limit, which he bad assigned to himself, and a| part of Mr. Graves, that in declining to receive the 
categorical answer is demanded to the question! uo!le, he meant no disrespect to Mr. Graves, eilher di- 
whether he declined on the ground of any personal | rectly or indirectly; and declared that he eutertain- 
exception to Webb as a gentleman or a man of) ed the highest respect for him, but declined to re- 
honor. He denies the right to interrogate him in| ceive the note, because he chose to be drawn into 
this manner for declining a call, which his right,| no controversy with colonel Webb. He excluded, 
and duty, as a member of the house of representa- | in direct and positive terms, every possibility of dis- 
tives, and the just maintenance of the privileges of | respect to Mr. Graves, directly or indirectly, and 
that body, required hii to decline; and, denying} in etfect only insisted on his right to decline a de- 
the right to interrogate, he, therefore, refused to| mand for explanation of words spoken in debate, 
submit to answer any further. And it was because | because he chose to be drawn into no controversy 
he refused to receive the note, and refused to an-| upon the subject, without assigning any other rea- 
swer any further, that he was challenged by ano-|son. But he was interrogated for another reason, 
ther inember of the same body. and another reason was demanded; and for resist- 
This matter is not left open to inference or argu- | ing that demand the challenge was again renewed, 
ment. The cause of the challenge appears in aj and he fell a victim in defence of what he conceiv- 
manner which precludes all doubt. Itis still further} ed to be his rights as an individual, or as a repre- 
specified and avowed by Mr. Graves himself, in his | sentative of the people in the house of representa- 
own note, which contains the challenge. It is, tives. 
stated clearly, unequivocally, and with the utmost | The committee were disposed to pursue this in- 
precision, and is assigned expressly, and in form, | quiry in every form. Not content with tracing the 
as the cause for which the challenge is given. ‘4s; cause of the challenge in the written correspon- 
you have declined accepting a communication which | dence, in the assignment of reasons for the chal- 
I bore to you from colonel Webb, and as by your note | lenge under Mr. Graves’ own hand, and in the va- 
of yesterday you have refused to decline on grounds| rious propositions which were submitted on the 
which would exonerate me from all responsibi.ity | field, trom the beginning to the end of the contest, 
growing out of the affuir, Iam left no other alterna- | they proceeded to put tu every witness whu was be- 
dive but lo ask that satisfaction which is recognised | lieved to know any thing upon the subject, the di- 
among genilemen.” Mr. Cilley, by his ‘note of yes- ; rectinquiry, whether “Mr. Graves or his second, at 
terd.ty,” bad refused to answer the question to which | any time before Mr. Cilley fell, communicated to 











he again insists upo:: his original position, that At, 





a “calegorical unswer” had been demanded: that is| Mr. Cilley, his second, or attendant friends, that a 
to say, ‘‘whether he declined to receive colonel Webb’s | question of veracity between Mr. Graves and Mr. 
communication on the ground of any personal excep-| Cilley wasa point of difficulty to be adjusted?”— | 
tion to him asa gentleman or man of honor.’ Tire} Mr. Jones auswered, “Certainly not to me, nor to! 
ground, of challenge, therefore, is, by Mr. Graves | Mr. Cilley, at any time, to my knowledge, either 
himself, expressly stated to be, that Mr. Cilley de- | 2«fore or during the day the duel was fought. I did 
clined to receive the communication from Webb, and, not hear of the existence of such a question until the 
by his note of February 22d, refused to answer that, Sunday or Monday after Mr. Cilley was killed.— 
question, touching the honor of Webb. This was the} Tbe written correspondence between Mr. Craves 
open and avowed cause, set forth and presented to| aud Mr. Cilley does not show the existence of any 
Mr. Cilley, by which he was guided, and upon} such question of veracity.” Mr. Bynum answered, 
which he acted, in a matter involving the utmost | “I heard no such communication, directly or indi- 
extremity of human responsibility. For this cause, | rectly, froin either Mr. Graves or lis second, made 
and for this alone, he was challenged and fell by | or intimated to Mr. Cilley or any of his friends, 
the hand of Mr. Graves; unless it be admissible to! before he feil.’ Mr. Schaumburg answered, “I 
believe that, after all verbal communication had | did not understand that there was a ‘‘question of ve- 
ceased between him and his antagonist, and the | racity’? between the parties, nor was there any con- 
difference had assumed the form exclusively of aj versation on the snbject.”” Dr. Duncan answered, 
written correspondence between them, he was| ‘They never did to my knowledge. I never heard 
challenged and fell for a cause not set up in that| the question of veracity assigned, during Mr. Cil- 
correspondence, not put fortl as a ground of com- | ley’s life, as the cause of any difficulty.” Mr. 
plaint, not made known to him or his friends as a Pierce answered, “I never held any conversation 
matter of grievance, and in regard to which, there- | with Mr. Graves, or ‘his second or attendant friends,’ 
fore, it may be believed, he was profoundly igno- | in relation to the late fatal duel, nor did I ever bear, 
rant, and had no.opportunity afforded him in any | until subsequently tothe 24th of February last, ‘ihat 
way of voluntary satisfaction or explanation. any questiou of veracity between Mr. Graves and 

Nor is there any thing in what subsequently oc- | Mr Cilley, was a point of difficulty to be adjusted.” 
curred, as disclosed by the joint statement of the | Dr. Foliz answered, “They did not.’”? Mr. Wise 
seconds, or the testimony of any witness which | answered, “IT do not know what Mr. Graves may 
gives color to a suggestion, that there was, at any | have communicated to Mr. Cilley at any time be- 
time afterwards, a change of the ground of contro- | fore he fell, as to a question of veracity between 
versy, | them. I presume they both knew what had passed 

No communication whatever, upon the subject| between them, verbally. I believe that I did state 
of difference, took place between the principals, | to Mr. Jones, or to other friends of Mr. Cilley, on 
their respective seconds, or friends, after the chal-{| the ground, that Mr. Graves said Mr. Cilley had 
lenge was given, before the first exchange of shots. | assigned to him the reason for declining to receive 
Of course, no change of the ground of controversy | the note of colonel Webb, that he did not choose to 
could have occurred until after Mr. Cilley had re-’ be held accountable for words spoken indebate. I 
ceived the fire of his antagonist, and had hazarded his; think Iso infortned Mr. Jones when I asked hiin 
life in defence of the position which he had assuin- | if Mr. Ciiley could not assign this reason on the 
ed in the correspondence. After the first exchange | ground: but of this I am not positive.” Mr. Crit- 
of shots, as already shown, Mr. Cilley re-asserted | tenden answered, ‘‘Not thatI know of. I knowof 
his original position, and Mr. Wise insisted that} no communication between any of these parties 
what was then said by Mr. Jones only placed ‘the | other than as before stated, so far as I now recol- 
affair upon the original grounds,” and left Mr.| lect. Whether those communications involve any 
Graves precisely in the position in which he stood | such question it is not for me to decide; no such 
when the challenge was sent.” There was, in fact, | question was made, in terms, that I know of.’ Mr. 
no change whatever in the position of the parties,| Menefee answered, «““Mr. Graves had no commu- 
except what arose from the circumstance that Mr. | nication ofany kind with Mr. Cilley, his second, or 
Cilley had given to Mr. Graves the satisfaction de- | attendant friends, and of course did not communi- 
inanded of an exchange of shots, and from the fur-| cate to them that such a question was a point of 


~~ 


: 
| 











ther circumstance that Mr. Cilley not only repeat- | difficulty. Nor did the second of Mr. Graves, as 
ed the disclaimer that he had meant no disrespect | far as [ remember, make such a communication, | 
to Mr. Graves, hut positively avowed, also, that he | except so far as nay be implied from the proposi- | 


entertained for him the highest respect and the most | tions made by him, in connection with the corres- | 





ie eee 

was presented by the terms of Mr. Graves? oe 
note (giving his version of what Mr. Cilley “ae 
said) and the ground which Mr. Cilley had Subse 
quently assuined. But it was not referred to te 
ferms, as a question of veracity. It was believer 
that Mr. Cilley had honorable grounds, Which 
would be satislactory to Mr. Graves, and at th, 
same time compatible with the truth, which woul 
effect the object, without making directly such a 
question whilst efiorts were pencing to accommo. 
date. Whether the views, thus expressed, wer 
communicated to Mr. Cilley, | know not. For the 
character of what occurred on this point, so far ag 
I participated in it, the committee are referred 4p 
my general statement.” 

Mr. Graves said to Dr. Foltz, on the way to the 
field, «“That he had been the bearer of a note from 
colonel Webb to Mr. Cilley, inquiring if Mr. Qj). 
ley hadbeen correctly reported in the Globe, yj; 
Cilley refused to receive the note, and declined giving 
his reasons, which implicated ‘me, in consequence of 
which I challenged him, but Ihave no personal ayj. 
mostly towards him.’? Mr. Wise said on the field, 
“Mr. Jones, these gentlemen have come here with. 
out animosity towards each other; they are fighting 
merely upon a point of honor.” These men haye 
nothing against each othe; they are merely settling 
a point of honor.” | 

This concurrent testimony of all, without excep. 
tion, taken in connection with the written corres. 
pondence, the various propositions and answers on 
the field, and the further fact that Mr. Cilley had not 
been informed that Mr. Graves had undertaken to 
repeat to others any verbal communication between 
them, or that any misapprehension or misunder- 
standing existed between them on that subject, ut- 
terly repels the suggestion, that any question of ve. 
racity had arisen, or had been made, or was the 
cause of the challenge, or of the death of Mr. Cil- 
ley. Indeed, any misapprehension on that subject 
would have given no more just ground of animo- 
sity, and least of all of the highly vindictive feel- 
ings necessarily aroused by a question of veracity, 
than the very evident misapprehension which Mr. 
Graves labored under in regard to some parts of the 
note of James Watson Webb, of which he was the 
bearer. 

The committee will not, in justice to Mr. Graves, 
harbor the belief, that there were rankling secretly 
in his bosom any vindictive or hostile feelings to- 
wards Mr. Cilley, growing out of any question of 
personal veracity, and prompting him to carry on 
a deadly warfare under another pretext, not only 
without adirect and explicit disclosure of the real 
cause of difficulty, such as would have left no mis- 
apprehension on the mind of any one, but under 
circumstances which misled the other party and his 
friends, and left him, under that false iinpression, to 
the forfeit of his life. 

The committee have, therefore, come to the con- 
clusion, that the words spoken by Mr. Cilley in debate 
in the house of representatives, the refusal of Mr. 
Cilley to receive a demand for explanation of those 
words, and his refusal to assign any other reason for 
it, than that he chose to be drawn into no difficulty 
upon the subject, were the causes which led to the 
death of Mr. Culley, under the circumstances which 
have been substantially detailed. 

It remains to inquire whether there has been a 
breach of the privilege of the house. - 

It is a breach of the highest constitutional privl- 
leges of the house, and of the most sacred righ!s 
of the people in the person of their representative, 
to demand ina hostile manner, an explanation 0! 
words spoken in debate; to be the bearer of such a 
demand; to demand a reason for refusing to receive 
it, beyond the mere voluntary election of the mem- 
ber interrogated; or to demand, under any circuli- 
stances, any reason at all. No member can be 
be questioned in a hostile way, and put to his plea, 
and yield to it, without subjecting himself to great 
disadvantages in the estimation of many, and 1- 
pairing his influence and his usefulness as a well: 
ber. It is a still more aggravated breach of the pri 
vilege of the house, and of the rights of the people 
in the person of their representative, to challenge @ 
member, and to slay him in combat, for refusing 0 
comply with any such demand. It is the highest 
offence which can be committed against eithcr 
house of congress; against the freedom of speech 
and of debate therein; against the spirit and the 
substance of that constitutional provision, that 'or 
any speech or debate in either house, the member 
shall not be questioned in any other place, and vi0- 
lates essentially the right of ‘ena inmunity ae 
where for words spoken in debate here, which Is he 
sential to the independence of congress, and to me 


kind feelings. 'pondence, &c. One, at least, of the friends ot Mr. | existence of constitutional liberty. And when this 


In this state of the controversy the challenge is | 


“ : : ; . : : the 
Graves, in the presence of his second, made fre- | offence is committed by a member, it calls for 


renewed, and Mr. Cilley again puts his life in jeo-| quent attempts to direct the attention of the second | exercise of the highest powers of the house to ek 
pardy. The challenge being once more suspended, | and friends of Mr. Cilley to the difficulty which \itself of the evil, to maintain effectually its rg 
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a 


a rivileges, and to preserve inviolate this immu- 
a 
nity, W 


ents and the couatry. 


extenuation. 


appropriate, in language most decorous and inoder- 
ate, in defence of the honor of the house against an 
anonymous and unfounded charge of corrapuon, | 
had alluded to the published records of former pro- 








| 


ceedings with perfect truth and accuracy; had in ‘ing. 
obedience to his duty, declined a hostile demand | acted throughout as the second of the challenged | 


cond of the challenger, advising and insisting that 
hich is guarantied by the constitution, not) the fight should go on, until Mv. Cilley fell. The 
for the sake of the individual, but for his constitu- | committee, therefore, deeming him deeply involved, 
0 under the circumstances which this case presents, 
The present case 1s without any circuinstance of ina breach of the privileges of the house, report a 

A member of the house, in a manner | resolution that he deserves the decided censure 
most strictly parliamentary, on an occasion most) of the house, and that he be censured accordingly. 


the determination of Mr. Cilley had been formed 
as to the acceptance of the challenge, and the time, 








I 


Mr. Jones had no knowledge of the affair until 





mole, weapon, and other preliminaries of the meet- | 
But he was the bearer of the acceptance, and | 





Resolved, That Henry A. Wise,in bearing a chal- 
lenge to the late Jonathan Cilley, then a member 
of this house, and acting as a second to the chal- 
lenger in the duel, which terminated in the death 
of Mr. Cilley, bas been guilty of a breach of the pri- 
vileges of this house, and that he deserves the 
decided censure of this house, and hereby is, cen- 
sured accordingly. 

Resolved, That Geo. W. Jones, in acting as se- 
cond to the challenged party, the late Jonathan Cil- 
ley, then a inember of this bouse, in the duel which 


_ terminated in his death, has been guilty of a breach 


of the privileges of this house, and that he be 


for explanation in a manner in which the commit: | party; and it is the opinion of the committee that he |therefor, and hereby is, censured accordingly by 


tee can discover no Cause of offence; had respect- 
fully with expressions of regret, declined to adinit | 
the right to interrogate him further; had disclaimed 
ali disrespect, directly or indirectly, towards his 
antagonist, and avowed for him the highest respect 
and the kindest feelings; and, after all this, avowed | 
without hostility, and against the strongest protes- 
tations of others, he was required fatally to expose 
himself to the third discbarge of a rifle. On the 
other hand, Mr. Graves, a member of the house, 
voluntarily and unnecessarily became the bearer of 
a demand from another meimber in attendance. for 
an explanation of words spoken in debate; he pre- 
sented it in the house while the house was in ses- 
sion; he demanded a reason for the refusal, beyond | 
the voluntary election of that member to be drawn 
into no difficulty upon the subject; which being 
withbeld, he then challenged him in this city, and | 
slew him in this vicinity, while congress was in 
session. Everystep of Mr. Graves inthis progress, | 
involved him deeper and deeper ina breach of the | 
privileges of the house, until their destruction was | 
consummated in the person of Mr. Ciiley. The | 
eye of reason can discover, in the whole course of) 
Mr. Cilley, no offence towards those who pursued | 
hin, except that given by alluding to the records of | 
congress, in the faithful and upright discharge of | 
his duty as a member, which, justly, could have | 
viven no offence at all. Nor can his death be vin- | 
dicated or excused by any circumstance whatso- | 
ever, not even by that custom, the relic of unen- | 
lightened and barbarous ages, which was formerly | 
supposed to be a proof of some degree of physical 
courage, but is, in fact, a signal monument of the 
want of the higher attribute of moral courage; 
which has, in these modern times, degenerated into | 
agame of chances and ascramble for undue advan- 
tares; which can furnish no criterion for truth, jus- 
tice, or honor, and deals out its inflictions of misery | 
most severely upon the unoffending and the help-| 
less; which is deeply deplored by all men, even 
those who submit to it, and is forbidden, in every 
stage of it, by all law, human and divine. 

It is not necessary, on the present occasion, to go 
into any consideration of the general power of the | 
house to punish fer breach of privilege; or to in- | 
quire into the origin and foundation of that power | 
over contempts, which has been asserted by the | 
parliament of Great Britain, from time Immemo- 
rial, by every legislative body, by every judicial | 
tribunal from the highest to the lowest, and re- 
peatedly, by one or the other house of congress, and 
has been recognized as existing in the house of re- 
presentatives by the supreme conrt of the United | 
States. Whether it be a power necessary to the | 
continued existence of the legislative body, or a) 
power necessary to the free exercise of its legisla- 
tive functions, it isin either case a necessary power, 
strictly granted by the constitution, and as fully 
granted as if it were literally expressed. But in 
the case of members, the constitution has expressly 
granted the power to punish for disorderly conduet; 
and has, also, expressly granted the power, with 
the concurrence of two-thirds, to expel a member 
for any cause which two-two thirds of the house 
mey deem sufficient. 

The committee, therefore, viewing the breach of 
the rights and privileges of the house, on the part 
of Mr. Graves, to have been an offence of this bigh | 
character, against the vital principle of a delibera- 
tive assembly and of representative government, 
feel constrained, by a sense of duty, to present to 
the house a resolution that he be expelled there- | 
from. 
_Ithas been decided by the house of representa- | 
tives, on a former occasion, that it was a breach of | 














was thereby involved in a breach of privilege, and | 
that he be censured therefor. 

In regard to the persons, not principal nor se- 
conds, who were present on the field, and expressed 


their opinions at the request of the parties, without | 


having advised, instigated, or procured the meeting, 
however they might be implicated in the courts of 
of law, the coinmittee entertain coubts how far they 
would be involved in a breach of privilege; and, 
under a strong conviction that the power of the house 
should be exer: ised, neverina doubtful case, al- 
ways with moderation, they content themselves 
with presenting the facts and circumstances, so far 
as those persous are concerned, without proposing 
any action thereon. 


The committee entertain no doubt, that James | 
| Watson Webb lias been guilty of a breach of the | 
privileges of the house; but they also concur unani- | 
mnously in the opinion, that if there be any real ground | 


to believe that a conspiracy to assassinate actually 


existed, as set forth in that atrocious paper drawn 
uy by him, signed by Daniel Jackson and William 


-H. Morell, swornto by the latter, and published in 


the New York Courier ,and Enquirer, he be left to 


the chastisement of the courts of law and of public. 


opinion, and that the house will coasult its own dig- 
nity and the public interests by bestowing upon him 
no further notice. 

As soon as the report was read, as the clerk was 


about te read the resolutions with which it con- | 


cludes, 


Mr. Wese asked leave to propound a question to | 


the chairinan of the committee, in justice to all the 
parties concerned, 

Mr. Turney inquired if the reading of the whole 
paper was concluded? 

The Chair replied in the negative. 

Mr. Turacy must then object to arresting it at 
this stage. 

Mr. Wise would remark to the gentleman that the 
question came in pertinently at that time. It was a 
single question. 

Mr. Turney would withdraw it for that purpose, 
but he should renew the objection if it arrested the 
reading of the report for any length of time. 

Mr. Wise said it was one of serious iimport as re- 
spected himself as second in that affair, or he should 
not have interposed at that time. ‘There wasa gen- 
eral remark, as would be noticed by the house, in 
the report of the majority in relation to the gen- 
eral practice of duelling. Speaking of the charac- 
ter of that practice, they speak of it generally as a 
scramble for undue advantages. I merely wish, 
said Mr. W.to ask the chairman, to aks all the 
members of the coinimittee, so that my remark may 
not be misunderstood by the world, or by any here 
present or absent, whether the least particle of the 
least conviction cxisted in the mind of any one 


member of that committee, that the least undue, or | 
scramble for undue advantage, was taken, or attemp- | 
| ted to be taken, in this fight? | 
of the deceased did not think the fizht was perfectly 


Whether the friends 


fair, and whether there was any evidence to show 
there was any undue advantage taken in any way, 
in any manner, by any of the parties? 

Mr. Toucey said I will answer in the mest posi- 
tive manner, as far as I know, that it was not the in- 
tention of the cominittee, -n that general retmark, to 


inake any application of it to this particular case tor | 


to accuse any one on the field tor any scramble for un- 
due advantage, or any thing that would be denomi- 
nated unfair. Nor was there any evidence of any 
thing of the kind. 

The resolutions with whichthe report concludes 
were then read, as follows: 


Resolved, That William J. Graves, a member of 





this house. 

Mr. Hunter, of Virginia, at this stage, moved an 
adjourninents lost. 

The report, counter-report, of Messrs. Grennell 
and #ariden was then read through by the clerk, 
and having been concluded, 

Mr. Bronson moved that the house do adjourn; 
which motion was carried in the negative. 

The clerk then proceeded to read the report of 
Mr. Elinore, another member of the select commit- 
tee. 

[These two reports will be given hereafter. ] 

As soon as the reading of the above report was 
concluded— 

Mr. Toucey obtained the floor, and, on his mo- 
tion, 

The house adjourned. 

Thursday, April 26. The Speaker laid before the 
house a letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
transmitting, in reply to the resolution of the 16th 
instant, statements of the amount received from the 
sales of pnolic land subject to the making of the 
Cumberland road, and the amount of unsold land in 
each state, &e. 

Also, a letter from the secretary of the navy, cor- 
recting an error in his report of tte 16th of March, in 


| * * , ~ 
obedience to the order of the house of the 19th Feb- 
| ruary, es fo the date of the appointment of the mem- 


bers of the scientific corps of the exploring expedi- 
licn. 

Also, a letier from the postmaster general trans- 
mitting the information called for by the house on 
the 16th instant, as to the irregularities and failares 


of the great western mail between the city of Wash- 


iigton and Wheeling within the last three months, 
and the causes thereof, as far as known to the de- 
partment. 

Also, the following letter from the postmaster gen- 
eral, in answer to the call of tne house of the 16th 
instant: 

Post office departinent, April 2 
Hon. J. K. Pork, 
Speaker house of representatives: 

Sir: Tncompliance with a resolution adopted by 
the house of representatives on the 16th instant, 
lave the honor to inform the house that the number 


f, 13338. 


‘of failures in the arrival at the New York post office, 
/in respect tothe express mail between New Orleans 
)and New York, since the first day of January last, 
| appears by the books of the inspection office tohave 


been thirty-four. 
These are not total failures, but failures to arrive 
on the proper day. 


AMOS KENDALL. 


A nuinber of resolutions, petitions, &c. were pre- 
_sented, and several bills read, on leave, and appro- 
priately referred, 

he reading of the documents accompanying the 
report of the duelling cominittee, was begun imme- 
diately after the presentation of the communica- 
tions referred to above, and occupied the whole day’s 
sitting. 

During the reading, the private secretary of the 
president of the United States appeared at the bar 
with a message. 

_ The Chair announced this fact, stating that, pend- 
| ing a privilege question, a message would be receiy- 
ed by consent of the house. 

Mr. Sawyer, of North Carolina, objected to its 
reception, 

The Chair restated the rule of the house with re- 
gard to this point, at the same time remarking that 
the president of the United States had, at any time, 
jaright to send a message to the house; a mght by 


| 

| 

4 

| Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| 


Privilege tosend a challenge to a member inattend- | this house from the state of Kentucky, in bearing! the constitution, and one to which he had never 


‘nee, or to be the bearer of such challenge. 
In t! 
had 


Se 


n that paper until after the fatal catastrophe. 
But having been early consnited by Mr. Graves 
"pon the first letter of Mr. Cilley, and concurred 
With him in his views of it, he bore the challenge 
to Mr. Cilley, and he acted throughout as the se- 





has been guilty of a breach of the privilege of this 
house. 

And be it further resolved, That the said W. J. G. 
for said breach of privilege be, and hereby is, ex- 
pelled from this house. 


And| to the late Jonathan Cilley, then a member of this | known an objection to have been made before. 
‘Is equally so to act as second to the challenger. | house, the demand for explanation of words spoken | 


Mr. Sawyer adhered to his objection. He said 


‘ ‘ os% | 
le present instance it appears that Mr. Wise | in debate, demanding his reasons for declining to| that he regarded the whole of the proceeding (in 
| no knowledge of the demand of explanation | receive it, and challenging him, and engaging in a | regard to the late duel) now pending before the 
Which was borne by Mr. Graves, and had never! late duel with him, which terminated in his death, | house, as a soleinn farce; the sooner it was finished 


| the better, and he was for having every thing else to 

| give way to it, until it were got through with. 

| The Speaker said it was a grave question; but that 
if he were to be called on to decide between the or- 

| ders of the house and the constitutional right of the 
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executive to approach it with a message, he must 
decide that the message must be received. He hoped 
the objection would be withdrawn, however. 

The objection was withdrawn, and the message 
was received. 

Mr Howard rose, and gave notice that before the 
house should adjourn, he should ask for the reading 
of this inessage. 

The house adjourned at 4 o’clock, however, with- 
out taking any question, or concluding the reading 
of the evidence. 





CHRONICLE. 


Important slave case. The district court of the 
United States, in session at Trenton, judge Baldwin 
presiding, has been engaged during a_week past 
with a suit brought by Culbreth, of Md. against 
Griscom and others, inhabitants of Salem, in the 
state of New Jersey, for rescuing a fugitive siave 
which the plaintiff had claimed in the vicinity of 
that town. After a laborious trial, Mr. Southard 
for the plaintiff and Mr. Frelinghuyson, and others, 
for the defendants, the jury returned a verdict on 
Friday of $1000 damages and costs against the de- 
fendants. A motion was made for a new trial, 
which will be argued at the next term. 

[ Poulson’s Daily Advertiser. 


The Valley Creek bridge on the Columbia rail- 
road, was recently destroyed by fire. It was nearly 
300 feet long, and in thirteen days after the fire a 
new bridge,of the same length, was erected and 
ready for travel. 


A gentleman coming up the river to Pittsburg 
dropped his wallet overboard containing $5000 in 
bank notes. ‘The yawl was launched and the wal- 
let picked up two miles below the place it was 
dropped. Had it been that amount in Benton’s 
mintdrops, it would have gone to the bottom like a 
jump of sugar ina tea cup. [N. Y. Star. 


Willis vs. Clifton. Here is a suit in earnest.— 
Willis wrote a play expressly for the loxely Jose- 
phine, and the price was to have been $1000. The 
author demanded his money for the play, which 
Josephine’s secretary paid by a note of hand.— 
When the note was due it was protested for non- 
payment, and for this cause is the action bronght 
avainst the pretty actress. Shesays she won’t pay 
it, and intends to plead ‘tno consideration and no 
value.” [ Boston Post. 


The Bank of Montreal has offered a reward of 
19001 for the recovery of about 10,0001 alleged to 
have been stolen by Wm. Coates, late first teller in 
the branch of thatinstitution established in Quebec. 


The Ohio Journal states, that the express mail 
to the west is soon to be discontinued. 


Mr. Dunham, late cashier of the Lafayette Bank 
of Bosten, has been convicted of perjury. 


Swamp lands of North Carolina. Charles B. 
Shaw, esq. engineer of the literary board of the 
state of North Carolina, reports that 150,000 acres 
of valuable swamp lands in the eastern section of 
the state, may be drained at a cost not exceeding 
$70,000. The recovery of these swamp lands will 
not only purify a large section from the malaria, 
which has made it a grave toso many, but add im- 
mensely to the resources of the state by that rich 


soil redeemed for cultivation, the profits of much of 


which it appears are to go the literary fund. ‘hus 


will the ploughman’s toil subserve the cause of 


science and learning, and North Carolina be en- 
riched in pecuniary as in intellectual wealth. 


Frank Johnson, colored leader of the quondam 
Philadelphia brass band, is giving concerts before 
the English nobility at the Argyle rooms, London. 
His performances are highly spoken of. 


Richard K. Frost, the Thompsonian. The case of 
this gentleman, whose trial on the charge of man- 
slaughter, for killing his patient Tiberius G. French, 
by lobelia, excited so much attention some months 
ago, was brought to a conclusion on Monday last in 
the New York court of general sessions, by the 
court adjudging him tu pay $150. The fine was 
paid and Dr. Frost was discharged from custody. 

The Northern Bank of Kentucky, under the au- 
thority of the act passed by the last legislature, is 
already issuing notes of one, two, and three dol- 
lars, They are signed by the cashier alone. The 
vignettes are the same as on the larger notes. 


Red river raft. New Orleans, April 1st We have 
been favored with the persual ofa letter from cap- 
tain Shreve, dated March the 29th at Duby’s Bayon. 
He states that the raft is now cleared away, and the 
navigation easy and uninterrupted. He ascen led 
the stream through the wole extent of the raft, a dis- 
tance of 52 miles, in nine hours. There is sufficient 
depth of water for any steamer that can navigate Red- 
river. Ten feet is found in the shallowest places: 





Loss of steamboat Black Hawk. The steamer 


——!_ 
Never before done. ‘The Lockport Balance records 


Black Hawk, in descending the Red river a few days | the feat of a dog which a couple of weeks since wen 


ago, struck a snag, bilged and sunk. She was laden 
with cotton, a good portion ‘of which was saved. 
The vessel is a wreck, being buried in three fathoms 
water; there is no expectation even of recovering the 
engine and machinery. 

Short passage. Theship Richard Anderson, capt. 
Lucas, arrived at Liverpool on the 8th March in the 
remarkably short run of sixteen days from Hampton 
roads. This fine vessel, it will be recollected, was 
built in Ballimore for a mercantile house in Peters- 
burg, and is an admirable specimen of naval archi- 
ecture, both in regard to her strength of construc- 
tion and rapidity of sailing. [.American. 

Naval. A letter dated Valparaiso, Dec. 27, from 
an officer on board the U- S. ship Falmouth, comman- 
der McKeever, mentions the safe arrival of that ship 
at that port, alter a passage of fifty three days from 
Rio Janeiro, eighteen of which were spent in doub- 
ling the cape, they having proceeded as far southas 
lat. 59. The Falmouth off cape Horn picked upa 
boat containing six men, belonging to an American 
sealing ship, whohad been left on a desolate island 
for skins, their provisions all gone, on their way to 
Port Desire, when the timely appearance of the Fal- 
mouth relieved them. 

Punishment of death. An act of the New Jersey 
legislature, approved on the 17th February last, dis- 
tinguishes all murder hereafter committed in that 
state into three degrees; the first, when the homicide 
is perpetrated from a premeditated design to effect 
the death of the person killed, or of any other human 
being; the second, when the homicide is perpetrated 
by an act eminently dangerous to others, and evine- 
ing a depraved mind regardless of human life, al- 
though without premeditated design to kill: and the 
third, when the homicide is perpetrated by a person 
engaged in the commission of any felony, without 
any design to effect death. Every person convicted 
of murder in the first degree, is to be punished with 
death, those convicted of the second degree, are to 
suffer solitary imprisonment for life at hard labor, and 
to be considered and esteemed civily dead from the 
mo:nent sentence is pronounced against thein, while 
those convicted of the third degree, are doomed to 
imprisonment at hard labor for any term not exceeding 
twenty years, at the discretion of the court, and ac- 
cording to the nature and aggravation of their offence. 

Isaac H. Bronson, esq. of Jetlerson county, New 
York, a member of congress,has been appointed judge 
of the filth judicial district of that state. 

Consuls. George Dobson has been appointed con- 
sul of the republic of Texas for the port of Mobile, 
in the state of Alabama, aad has been recognised as 
such by the president of the United States. 

Geo) ge A. Trenholm has been appointed vice con- 
sul of the kingdom of the Two Sicilies for the port 
of Charleston, South Carolina, and has been recog- 
nised as such by the president of the United States. 

The governor of Tennessee has subseribed stock 
to the amount of $650,000 in the Cincinnati and 
Chaileston railroad company, in pursuance of the 
Sank and internal improvement act of the late gene- 
ral assembly of that state. 


arte disasters. The New York Journal of Com- 
merece states, on the authority of a friend who has 
kept an account of disasters at sea, that from the Ist 
of January, 1837, to the Ist of April, 1838, news 
was received of the loss of 119 ships, 161 brigs, 270 
schooners, most of which, though not all, were 
American vessels. 


The Bank of West Florida has been reorganised, 
and is about to recommence operations in Apalachi- 
cola. The old bills have been called in, and will be 
paid off at sight. The stock is said to be in the 
hands of substantial capitalists, who are making ar- 
rangements to place the affairs of the bank on the 
most respectable footing. At a ineeting of the stock- 
holders held in Apalachicola, on the 2d instant, the 
following gentlemen were elected directors for the 

resent year, viz: H. Stevenson, A. G. Semmes, E. 
Vood, Jotin Locke, John T. Myrick, P. W. Gau- 
tier, jr., and A. K. Allison. 

Michigan, with only 173,600 inhabitants, already 
contains fifty-two banks, while in Pennsylvania, one 
of the oldest states in the union, with a population of 
1,500,000, there are but fiifty banks. 

Black Hawk and his son at a ball. A ball was 
given at fort Madison, Wisconsin territory, on the 
22d February, in honor of the day. The Patriot of 
that place says, that “general Black Hawk, and 
Nashe-as-kulk, his eldest son, with their wives, were 
present on this occasicn. The former had on his full 
court dress. The bride of Black Hawk’s first born 


is said to be a very modest and pretty young woman 
of the Sauk tribe.” 


The board of aldermen of the city of St. Louis, 
have balloted one hundred and forty-fie times for a 
president, without effecting a choice. 





over the falls of Niagara, and came out of the boil. 
ing abyss below, landing on terra firma alive, and 
not much the worse for his terrific adventure. 

Canada trials. Fourteen individuals have been 
tried for high treason at Hamilton, Upper Canad, 
ten of whom were acquitted. Among the four coy, 
victed, was a citizen of the United States. 

Sutherland has been sentenced to transportation to 
Van Dieman’s Land. 


List of the officers of the U. S. ship Concord al Verg 
Cruz, 31st March. 

Commander—Andrew Fitchburg. 

Lieutenants—Thomas B. Leib, James P. MeKins. 
try, John De Cainp, Jas. K. Borvie. 

Surgeon—Mifflin Coulter. 

Master—George M. White. 

Purser—N. Wilson. 

Midshipmen—S, D. Trenchard, Wm. Shields, ¢. 
Saunders, Geo. Cooper, W. Polk. 


Commander John Percival has been appointed to 
the command of the U. S. corvette Cyane, now pre. 
paring for seaat Boston. [Army and Navy Chron. 


Last of the buffaloes. The Missouri Watchinay 
states that a dead buffalo, on a long tour from the 
head waters of Missouri, was discovered floating oy 
the river, one day last week, and towed into the 
mouth of Wier’s creek. Numbers were attracted ty 
the spot by the novelty of the spectacle. Like the 
Indians, whose melancholy fate they had beer doom. 
ed to share, these exiles of the prairie are stranyers 
in the land which was, but a few short years ago, 
their undisturbed home. [ St. Louis Bulletin. 

From Fort Towson. Lillle’ Rock, (Arkansas,) 
April 11. We learn, by a letter from an officer of 
the United States army, at fort Towson, that cap- 
tain De Hart reached that post on the morning of 
the 31st ultimo, with one hundred and eighty re- 
cruits for the companies of the 3d U. S. infantry, sta- 
tioned at that post. They left New York on the Sth 
February, and came around by New Orleans, thence 
up the Mississippi to the mouth of Red river, and 
up the latter river, through the great raft, (which 
has just been opened under the superintendence of 
captain Shreeve,) to their place of destination; hav- 


ing performed the distauce, no doubt, in less than half 


the time that it ever was performed before, by a simi- 
lar body of men. 
The same letter adds, that captain Bonneville 
would leave, in a day or two, with his company, lor 
Fort Gibson. [Arkansas Gazelle. 


Imports und exports of specie. We stated !ast week 
the sums in specie recently imported. To-day we 
give the exact amount of imports and exports lor 
the past week. 

There was entered at the custom house the last 








week, $3,062,500 
Exports for the same period 8,000 
$3,054,500 

Arrived yesterday in the George Wash- 
ington, about 1,060,000 
Total for the past eight days $4,054,500 


[N. Y. Eve. Post. 

Touching the present importation of specie from 
England, the Express of Monday says— 

We have no very satisfactory accounts of the ways 
and means by which the ten millions of specie ale 
raised for the United States, though it is now cel- 
tain, that the Bank of England has entered heartily 
into the exportation for the purpose of righting the 
exchange on New York, which was from 5 to6 pcr 
cent. against England, as weil as for the purpose © 
re-instating trade and confidence in this country, 
sO as once more io create a demand for British 
manufactures, and thus impart something of ac- 
livity to the manufacturing towns. Mr. Jaudon, 
we see it stated, is active in remitting gold and silver 
to the United States Bank,—and it is also stated, 
that the directors of the Bank of England have sent 
orders to their agent here, Mr. Cowell, to purchase 
first rate bills, and to remit specie to a considerable 
amount for such an operation. The Bank of Eng- 
land wiil make a good profit by this business, but 
itis subjected to severe attacks in many of the 
British presses for entering upon such a trading 
character in the precious metals. e 

Steam-ships for London and Bristol. The British 
steam-ship Sirus is advertised to sail from New 
York for London on the Ist day of next month; am 
the steam-ship Great Western for Bristol on the 7! 
day of May. Cabin passage in each $140, 1" 
cluding provisions and usual fare of packet-ships. 

Sir Andrew Hay, bas been appointed governor 0 
Bermuda, with a salary of 60001. per annum. Shiel, 
the “patriot” has been appointed one of the come 
missioners of the Greenwich hospital, with a salary 
of about 1500/, a sinecure for life. 
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